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| R 0. M..14. 17,18. 19. oP 
For the Kin nnd ts: not meat and Sink, but Righeniafuſ,ond 
Peace, and is the boly Ghoſt. | 
For he that in 4 e things Adeceh Chrift, i acceptable to God, and appro» 

. wed of men.. . 

| Let us fox Filow after the things which wakg for Peace, and things 

wherewith one-way edifice another, | 


PHI L.23. 1,2,3,4- ; 
If there be therefore any conſolation in C brig, if any comfort of love, if _T 
any fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any bawels, and mercies ; 3 
Fulfill ye my joy, that ye be like minded, having the ſame love, being 
of one accord, of one minde. 
Let nothing be done through ſtrife or vainglory, but in lowlineſs of minde 
let each efteem other better then themſelves. 
ao ett every man on his own things, but every man alſo on the things 
of others, 
4 Ro wm. 15. 1,2,5,6,7. 
we then that are ſtrong, ought to bear the infirmitie@Gthe weak,, and 
uot to pleaſe our ſelves. 
Let every one of us pleaſe his N eighbour for his good to edification. 
Now the God of patience and confolation grant you to be like minded one 
towards another, according to Chriſt I: 
t ye may With one minde and one month, chovifi God,even the Father 
> of our Lord feſus Chriſt. 
Wherefore recesve ye one another ,as Chriſt alſo received us, to the glory of 


G 


EPHE $.4. 2,3,4,5,6. 
With all lowlineſs and meekneſs, with long ſuffering, forbearing one anc- F 
ther in love. 3 
Endeavonrin ng to keep the unity of the $ pirit,in the bond of peace. "SZ 
T gp 1s one body And one ſpirit, even 4s ye are called in one hope of your . 
callin 
One 7A. one Faith, one Baptiſme, 


frag og and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you 
Y 2 41S CQ355% A 2 PSA. 
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- AE A Fon: tf. 21,2223, © | 
That they may all be one,as thow Father art in me,and 1 in thee, that they 
alſo may be one in ws : that the. world may beleeve that thou haſt ſent 


« - 


* be one; even as we are one >” 
Tin them,and thou in me, that they may be made perfett in one, and that 
the world may know that thou haſt ſent me, and haſt loved them, as thou 
haſt loved me. FORCENES * 


And the glory which thog gayeft me, I have given them : that they may 


| ICo KR. 1. 10. 
Now I beſeech you,brethren, by the Name of our Lord Feſus Chrift, that 
"ye all ſpeak the ſame thing,” and that thera be no diviſions among you : 
but that ye be_perfettly joyned together in the ſame minde ,ana in the 
© ſame judgement. 
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1 EROP OSITIONS 


f Agreed on by the 


Aſlociated Miniſters 


of the County of 
VWORCESTE R; 


and ſome adjacent Parts. 


Ve Minifters of the Goſpel whoſe Names are mchrarinas after 
; our ſeeking of Gods diretFion, and our moſt ſeriows conſults- 
tions about the diſcharge of our Duty , for the Reformins 
and right Guiding of the Congreg & tons committed toour charge, 
and for the vi ghs Managing of Gods Worſhip therein , Do agree 
azd Reſale as follonth ; 


N general, We do Agree and Reſolve, notto 
ery addict or engage our felves to any Party,nor 
SS& £0 {ctupthe Didercoof any as ſuch, bur ar - 
-prelent only to-Praftile unanimouſly thoſe*” 
Sog8V8g. kownTruths whichthe fober and of” | 
v | each Party areagreed i 8S NEAT &S y : 
7 we.can,that ſo we may neither give occafiontoany ſuch lobe” 
_ F and godly perſons to divide trom us; nor yet proceed un-' 
"" | groundec y,doubringly,and uncamforrably in our Work,noe - . 
TE ee any thing bur hes we how to be of God, and; 
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i is's.4 we ur 
wehincarrying it on, «+ _ 4 
— Al2 Wengree, nd refolve®Y God help, Thar (6 far xs 
God Joth'make known our dayeo us, we will tairhtully gn- 
dewwout to diſchargeir, and will nor d« fiſt through any fears 
of loſſes in our Eſtates, or the frowns and diſpleature of men, 
or any the like Carnal inducements whatſoever. 
, 414. Paxticuluely, -We greall convinced that it isefte dns 
ty of cach Minjfterto endeavour yo know {it pofſible)each 
perſon of his charge, that ſo he may know where his ſpeciah 
duty lieth, and how to performit. | 
IV. WeEartalſo convinced, That it isthe duty of Mini- 
ſters aid people, according to heir ſeveral opportunities, to 
-ndmonilſh and reprove thoſe that live in any known fin, © 
through wilfulnefle or negligence (laying aſide the ordinary 
infirmities that the moft godly.are ſubje to ) andthis muſt 
be witlftender love, and yet with great ſeriouſnefſe, and with 
diſcretion; andnot with malice, bitterneſle , or didain , yer 
variouſly according to the quality of the perlon and offence. 
And if the offender hear nor, that is, obey not the admoniti- 
-on,by Reperting and Reforming, he muſt be ndmoniſhed be- 
fore witnefle ; Thistherefore we Reſolve by Gods affiſtance 
-faichfullyto praRtiſe according to-our opportunitie , 'and to 
'gcquaint our people with their duty herein , efpecially- in 
grcat Congregations,where through the greatneſſe and mulri- 
*tude of other works. lefle of this can be expected from Mirti- 
'Y, If anyafter this admonition ſhall yet refuſero Repent: 
and "Inna thoſe that can prove ir, muſt rell the Church- 
-Q , who muſt hearthe caſe, and admoniſh thera. with 
Autherty. The like muft be done by thoſe that have been 
-ofr admoniſhed by others formerly, and not and 
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of ſuch caſes. ut” Rn Bit? 

VL eM. s or ether places that have Magi- 
ſtraces , We judge 'convenient, if we can ſo far prevail with 
them , that they would grant us their preſence attheſe meet- 
ings; both to be witneſſes of our right proceedings, and to 
countenance them ſo far as by Law they may ; and eſpecially 
becauſe icis neceſſary that they havethe full cogniſance of our 
proceedings, before we can expe they ſhould aſſiſt us ae 
gainſtany that will violently intrude into our communion or 
diſturb us:and alſo that they may at the ſame time firſt cenſure 
offenders according to Law,and ſo we may know their proof 
of the fat ; yet do we judge their preſencea matter rather of 


 conveniencie then of neceſſity, 


VII. If any after this refuſe to Repent and Reform , or 
if any have ſinned hainouſly with publick ſcandal of the 
Church, it is the duty of Miniſters to rebuke ſuch before 
all the Church, and to call them publickly to repentance: 
This therefore we are reſolved in both theſe caſes to pra- 
Qile, 

V III. Yer,where any mans f1n 1s ſuch, as to expoſe him 
by the Law of the Land todeath, or impriſonment,/or grear 
mul&s, or other penalties ; We reſolve notto anticipate pub- 
lick Juſtice, nor to call out ſuch to accuſe themſelves by 
their Church confeſſons, but ſhall wait to ſee what Juſtice 
will do with them : but after mulas and corporal penalties 
impoſed by Juſtice upon proof of guile, we may and muſt 
require open repentance, if the perſon do ſurvive. 

IX. We Reſolve (that we wrong not others or our 
{clves) not to mention any mans {in publickly (bythis perſo- 
nal application) before we have full proot beyond all excep- 
tion, both of the fat andthe faultineſs,and not rorradiice men 
in doubtful or controverted caſes; and moſt comtnonly 
"= maſt have che parties own confeſſion of the tnatter of 
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. XN. 1fafterthis pii © vo 
wy iaReform ; it is the 
duty of the Miniſters ro malkegperremPrippliiation ro him of 
thoſe threatnings which Chriſt-hath denounced inScripture a- 
gaioft ſuch as hets; andeſpecially to declare in the Name of 
Ciriſt,chat heis one whoſe communion the Church is bound 
to avoids andco require him to forbear uſurping that com- 
munion, and to chargethe Church in Chriſts Name to avoid 
all familiarity with him, not only in Gods Worſhip, but in 
common converſation, further then natural and civil relations 
b::de us. 

X I. Whenthe Church or Officers are orderly acquainted 
that any man is obſtinate in ſin, after private and lefle publick 
admonition, cr that his ſinis notorious, and of publick ſcan- 
dal, itis unmeet to admit him to publick communion ar the 


Lords Supper while he is under juſt tryall; for while the 


. Churchis neceſſarily in doubt whether he be ſuch a {canda- 


lous or obſlinate ſinner or not, and ſo whether they may 
lawfully communicate with him or not ( being forbidden 
communion with ſuch ) they muſt needs forbear his com- 
munion for that time { till his clearing or Repentance reſolve 
their doubt ). or elſe they niuſt at doubringly and not in 
Faith: Yet this'is only a ſuſpenſion of atual communion at 
preſent (no duty being aduty art all times to be pertormed ) 
and not a proper denial of his right tiil he be caſt our. The 
trial of his juſtly queſtioned righr , will not fiely conſiſt 
with his actual, tul!, and preſent exerciſe and uſe of ſuch pri- 
viledges, 

X II. Weare all agreed likeviiſe, That where men are 
thus notoriouſly ſcandalous, or obſtinate in known fin, we 
may not content our ſelves with a meer debarring ſuch from 
the Lords Supper ( which mulitudes do willing!y forbear of 
themſelves, who yet are taken for as good Chriſtians as others, 
and not avoided in regard of any other communion) but we 
muſt.proceed to the forementioned publick reproof, and caft- 
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ing them 
bers of our 


remaining mem» 
, offend thc godly, 
occaſion the weak EFWH be a ſcandal to our 
Profefſion, and an offetie@8t God: We reſolve therefore ro 
diſcharge the forefaid dutiesin faithfulneſſe, as God ſhall en- 
able us. 

X11. It muſt not be a flight,unwilling,meer verbal Repent- 
ancethart muſt ſatisfie theChurch,either tor preventing or ta- 
king ofa Cenſure of caſting out, but only ſuch as ſeemeth 
free and ſerious,anſwerable in ſome meaſure to the quality of 
rhe fault. Such therefore we Reſolveto requireand ex peR that 
we delud2 not mens ſouls, and provoke not God by making a 
formality or Jeſt of his Ordinances. 

X1V. If afteronce ortwice ſcandalous or obſtinate (in- 
ning , 2 man do once and again profeſle a ſerious Repentance, 
we thalladmit him tro Communion : Bur if after oft profeſſing 
of Repentance he return againto wilful or ſcandalous _—_ | 
we ſhall delay his re-admifſton till his aRual Reformation dg 
manifeſt che truth of his Repentrance, elſe Gods Ordinances 
will be fruſtrated by illuſton : Yet cannot we puncually re- 
{olve juſt how oft ſuch mens profeſſions alone may beraken as 
| fatisfaQory , nor juſt how long we muſt delay his re-admif- 
on, if he forbear inning, ſecing theſe are tobe varied accord- 
| ing tothe qualitic of the fin, and the ſeeming ſeriouſneſſe of 
: 


. 


Repentance, and therefore muſt be prudenrially determined, 
_ the individual Caſe with its circumſtances is conſide- 
red. 

X V. Though the pong havenot Miniſterial or govern- 
ing power, yet they are to havea judgement of diſcretion,and 
thereby totry and diſcern, whether they that docaſt our, or 
Abſolve by Miniſterial Authoritative Declaration , do pro- 
ceed according to Gods word ornot, andare nott>obey any 
ſemtence or injunion that 1s contrary to that word , yer 
maſt chey not on that prerence diſobey or refuſe to execute 
ſuch injunions and Cenſyres without manifeſting their 
proofs of its Error, , 

B XVI. 
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dealtwich 
(E FR ſhould be a 
greater part of the Churchans Fepmmarcly ater admoni- 
tion ownand maintain a notorious Feandalous finner in his 
fin; or (© tar protefle communion with him, that they make 
bis fin their own, and continue ob{irate therein, the reſt 
of the Church axe not only bound nevertheleſſe ro ſhun com- 
munion with the offender, but with them that ſo adhere to 
him, provided tijat it be notabout lefler fins, orin a diſputa- 
ble doubrfull caſe , wherein they want full evidence againſt 
the offender: Yet do we agree for the avoiding of leveral 
dangerous -conſequents, before we attempt this work, to 
acquaint-gur Brethren of that Aſſociation , and hear their 
Judgements. - 
X V 11. It hzving beenthe cuſtom of the Church in the 
Apoſites daies .;. to haye ardinaily many O fhicers in a 
ii £10 4 bo t 4 , d 
E urch, and the private part of the Miniſterial duty being fo 
exceedinggreat, 7% of indiſpcnſable neceſſity whete it can be 
0 becaule it is leſſe ſatisfaftory and .conve- 
nient fqr one Miniſteralone to try caſes, where more may be 
had; We therefore judge it needfull ro uſe all lawfull means 
ro procure moreMiniſters or Eldersthen one in each Church, 
even proportionableto the number of Souls, and greatnefle 
of the work ; and if for want of men or maintenance, 
there cannot Learned men bg obtained, We jucgeit fir totake 
th:& aſſiſtance of ſober Orthodox judicious perſons of compe- 


rent ability for-private inſtruction and over-fight, and ordain- 


edto this work, though defedivein learning , and lefle able 
publickly to Teach, and who may leave publick {peaking 
co him.that is mare able, and do the moreof theleſſe: pub» 


Iickiwo;k ; and thar Tuch if other maintenance be wanting,, - 


may lawfully and firly labour withcheic hands: And as. long 
as we agree that theſe-Elders are ordained Church- Officers ,, 
and what ſhull be their york, there needs 50 be gg-beeach a 
thotig us,though we deterinineÞ nor of their, pavwwep 43 Sacra-; 
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a me with the Texch- 
ing Elders'; "vm me; wertiry lexve mens 
ſeveral principal MEE WETOMroverred point rothetr 
own judgements: MWo'We* conceive ir meet char where 
there are fit men, {cme be 'ordzined'to the Office of Dea- 
CONS. 

X V IT. Becauſe allthis forementioned Diſcipline can- 
not be exerciſed without the peoples conſent'('the Miniſterial 
power being not compulſive, as by violence, b:.c Nunciative, 
Swaſory,and Ciretive) and we have at preſent no full diſ- 
covery of their conſent : And becauſe Minifters ſhould have 
a particular knowledge of their Charge, which now is un- 
ce:tain, and for divers other Reaſons propoaunded and deba- 
ted among us, we judge it very fit, it not ofneceſſity, ro de- 
fire a moreexpreſle {1gnification of our peoples conſent tro our 
Miniſtry, and Miniſterial aQions , and in particularro ſubmir 
to this Diſcipline, as rhe members of that particular Church: 
And becauſe we have reaſon to ſaſpec that many among us 
underſtandnor, or believe not the very fundamentals Eflenti- 
alrothe Chriſtian Faith, Wejudgeir fir witchall ro require 
an underſtanding profcflion of Afﬀent and Conſent to ſuch 
fundamentals , except any of us ſhould judge that we can 
better exerciſe the torementioned Diſcipline without calling 
their people to ſuch a proteſſion of con{ent, in which ca'e we 
will declare our Reaſons to our Brethren of the Miniſtry in 
our meetings, and hear their advice! when the ale is 'open- 
ed, 

XIX. In requiring thisexpreſlſe conſent, Weagree to pro- 
ceed according to theſe following Rules. | 

Reg. 1, We will firſt inſtru our people in divers Sermons 
about the Nature of a Church, its conſtieutioh and -govern- 
ment, the duty and Authority of Paſtors, and the duries of 
people to God, their Miniſters,and to each other as members 


-of ſuch a-Church, and the meaning of cach branch of that 
Profeſſion which wecall them to, that ſothey may nor doit 
taſhly,c2norantly,or formally. . - £6 
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Fd Profefli- . 


and agree upen «for 
on a tate Prefacec l [ESions, nature, and 
ends of it; and we will all alethe fameform of words to a 
as ws any Brother ſhallchink himſelt bound co differ- 
in any ſmaller point, where a difference isrol'crablezin which 
caſe we will give in our reaſons at the mceting of our Brethren 
of the Miniſtry,and hear their adviſe. 
R.z. Weſhall rake theſe Profeſſtons only in publick, and 
not ſecretly. 
R.q. Vc ſhall deliver to our people a Copy of this form 
on Proteſlion thatthey may confider of u before they are cal- 
edto it, | 
R. 5. Weſhall firſt receive the Profeſſion of all.chem thar 
arc ſatisfied and moſt willing,and wait cill the reſt are {atisfied 
and will freely conſent, and not ſpur them on to do it igno. 
raatly,raſhly or unwillingly. fi 
R.6. If any deny orde/ay to expreſle their conſent, We || v 
ſhall endeavour carefully. to difce:non what grounds he doth V 
it, and whether it be a flat denial of the matter, or anly ſome t 
{cruple ar the manner, and accordingly ſhall diſtinguiſh be- re 
tween, 1.Profeſſors of Conſent, as being members certain. 
2. Or denicrs of conſent as to themutter , as being no mem- ſe 
bers ofthat Church: 3. And delayeis or. deniers to conlent n 
to the manner:, as being uncertain , or leſſe certain , whe- 0 
Vi 
0 
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ther they are members or no, till they further diſco- 
verit, 

R,7. Weſballdiſtinguiſh berween Igtant-members, and 
Adult. and for the former we ſhall take their Parents profe(- * 
ſion, and for the latter we ſhall expe their own: And though ig 
itcannot be determined juſt-ro g day or year when any 1s paſt 
his Infant-Church-Eſtare, yetnone muſt be enrolled or ac- ſe 
counted among:Aduls. and perte& members, til they perſo- 
nally and publickly ſhall make their profeſkon , whether .ic 
be only of theic Faith and Obedience co Chriſt , that they 


way be eſteemed Adult, members ofthe Uniyerlall Church, 
Cf: or. 


| 
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R.8. ſfanyarkills their Conſent ro be mem. 
bers of a particular Church, and expe& to enjoy its privi- 
ledges, who yer underſtand not, or believe not the funda- 
ich mental Eſſential points of the Chriſtian Religion, ifthey be 


ren willingto learn,we ſhall preſently inſtru chem as Catecume- 
#i , and admit them when they are fir: Butif they refuſero 

nd $- learn, we muſt take them for ſuch as refuſero be Chriſtians; 
- and therfore where we have juſt reaſon to tuſpect the igno- 

rm rance or utbelict of any that offer their profeſſion of the torm 
al- of words. We judge it our duty more particularly to examine 


. them, yet reſolve that we wil] not refuſe any tor want of fic 
nar &Þ expreſſions, whoany way diſcover that they underſtand the 
«©d Þ matcer, 


10. R 9. Though we ſh.1] receive Profeſſions only in publick 

for ſatis{aCtion of the Church, and other reaſons, yet thoſe 
Ve whoſe knowledge only is ſuſpefted, we may examine in pri- 
th vate , becauſe {ome of underſtanding are not able in publick 
ne to expreſſetheir mindes: and afterwards in publick we. ſhall 
C- receivethcir profeſhon if they are found fir, 


R:10. If any ſhall publickly offer his profeſſion of Con. 

N- ſeat, who is a confeſled or a convicted ſcandalous or obſti- 
ne nate ſinner ; We ſhall immediately require him to profeſſe 
&- openly his Repentance, for his former ſcandalous fins before 
Q- we receive his profeſſion of duty for the future, ſeeing in 
order ihat muſt go firſt; and if he refuſe, we muſt ſuſpend 


d our numbring hun with the ſounder members , and pro- 
(- ceed ro publick admonitian and Cenſure if he. perſevere 
h 1mpenitent, 

0 R. 11. Ittherebenot enoughin one Pariſh that will con: 
_ ſent (after our {ufficient waiting) we ſhall joyn them to the 
- next Pariſh-by content ; yet continuing {til] our meetings tor 
ic pzeaching to the zeſt that conſent nor, anii not. mecling with 
y alterations of the Miniſters maintenance; yet in this weighty. 


B3 cale,, 


a "tale, we de ire at 


[+ 
Fy 


» F 
- 
- 


cthac Aſſociation, © TW. - | 

X X. Becanie all ff NES UEEPATLS Of tf Church Uni- 
verlal, and alltrue Chriſtians 11e members of that body,and 
ot Chriſt , and have one Head, Lord, Faith, Bapriſm ; one 
Rule of Faith and lite, one Sp iric, and one bond, and com- 


mon cogniiance of entie loveto Chriſt, and one another * 


and have one Bope, one End, and muſt be onein blefled union 
and communion .with Chriſt everlaſtingly : We judge ir 
therefore of great and inci{peniable neceſlity , that we uſe all 
good means for the maintaining of this Union and Commu- 
nion; and to do as much of our work as we can in concord 
with one another, and as little as may be dividedly, and by 
our ſelves: And therefore we reſolve accorcing to our duty 
ro keep conſtanc communion and corieſpondence,-and to 
that end to hold certain meetings of the Miniſtry in Afﬀſociati- 
on, and that accordingtothele tollowings Rules. 


Reg.1. We judge it convenient to meet in 5. ſeveral Aﬀo- - 


cations at 5. ſeveral places in this County, v:F. at Worceſter, 
Eveſbam, Upton, Kidderminiter,and Bremſ,rove, and thisonce 
a month on #day tobe agreed on (or oftner it need require.) 
R. 2. We ſhall not by dividing the County, preſame to 
limitothers ro any one of theſe Afſociations,but ler every Mi- 


niſter according to his own conveniency chooſe to which of . 


cheſe Aſſociations he will joyn himlelt , and accordingly 
ſubſcribe ro a Copy ot theſe Articles, which ſhall be kepr ar 
the phce''of rMecting for thar Aſſociation ; and ſo may 
any Miniſter that ſhallhefeafrer joyn wich us, who arthe pre- 
ſent doth not. - - | 

R.3. We ſhall givenoticeto all Miniſters of Piety,and com- 
petentabiliry, who-nowarenot among us, and deſire them 
to joyn with us, and offer them a free debarg of any thing 
which they may ſcruple , and defire themy6 adjoin them- 
ſelves ro which Aſſociation they judg® moſt conveni- 
ent. | 


Reg. 


of 


s ; keep "op a pub- | 
ka | _ 


bs | . - l | - 4 . mn 
R.5. ATTIRE Thrall maintain ſome Dilg u- 


w rations Or there ercy | 5 which (ball be found moſt uſe. 
ne | full ro our own edificarion , eſpecially for the younger 
"y ſort of Miniſters; Or <lle meet un purpoſe for this another 
rs * Gay. , 
wi. R.s. We ſhall here endeavour on conſultation to reſolve 
. ir | all particular doubrs that ariſe about Diſcipline, or Worſhip, 
al1 | 2r_Doarine, which ( forthe avoiding ot all occaſions of di- 
on. | Vition) we have netthought fit tO make the matcer of this 
4 | Agreement, or which thele general Rules (ſuffice nor to de- 
Dy cermine. | 

R.7. We ſhall herealſo produce and propound to confi- 


'Y Þ deration any new point of Doctrine wherein we differ from 
the moſt of the Reformed Chutches, befoie we adventure to 
reach it cur hearers. 

R.8. We thall kere debare all differences in judgement (fit 
for debate ) that may happen among our ſelves or any of 
> 1} ourpeople. 


= - 
| R.g. We ſhall here recetveany complaint that any people 
o | haveagainſt any memberof our Aſſociation, tor ſcandal, falle 


; Dodrine,or Male adminiſtration; and we all reſolve to give 
1- X , l © 
\F | 32 account of our DoQrine and aQtions , when any offended 
uy brother ſh:ill ſo accuſe us , both tor the ſatisfation of the 
J | Church and him. 
R.1o., We ſhall here make knowa the Names of all thoſe 
Y | whom wehave put out of our communion ; and we reſolve 
all of usco refuſe communion with ſuch, and not ta receive 
them into one Church who are caſt out of an:ther, except 
\ | fhey have given ſatis/ation, or we firſt here prove chem un- 
juſtly caſt our. | 
S | R.r. We ſhall here makeirknown if any mem>er of a- 
nother Pariſh ſhall offer to adjoin themſelves to any of aur 
Congregations, as members thereof; and: we reſolve not 
£9. xecetve any. ſuch , .exceyt we give here- ſufficient 
ic -—» reaſons» 


+ . 
- - 
2.4.55 


| reaſons for itz £ 
like. 
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R. 12, We ſhall here make it knownifthere be any mem- 
bers of another Pariſh (adjoined to no Church) who defire 
either Sacrament from us, that we may know from the Mi- 
niſter of that place whether they are fir tro be admirredor 
not. 

R. 13. Thoſe who being ſole Miniſters of particular 
Churches,do doubr whether they alone may judge any man 
to be unfit for Church-Communion, and ſo declare him ; or 
way publickly by name rebuke him , they may do well 
here to take the advice of the Aſſociation for their proceeC- 
i 


, o 


S. 

R. 14. Wedefire that all young Miniſters,or any that are 
not well furniſhed with diſcretion and ability ro manage thoſe 
publick reproofs and cenſures , would do nothing in it with- 
out firſt conſulting theſe Aſſemblies, yea in ſo weighty a caſe 
aS is excluding from Church-Communion , We judge it 
convenient that all Miniſters adviſe with their Brethrea of 
that Aſſociation for their ſater proceeding, 

R.15. We ſhall hcreconſult about the good of neighbour 
Churches, for helping them where they want teaching , for 
adviſing them againſt Errors,Seducers,or Scandals, and fur- 
thering to our power the propagation of the Goſpel. 

R. 16. We doreſolveto frequent theſe meetings as con- 
ſtantly as we can, and not negle them and fruſtrate their 
ends. 

R.17. We ſhall once'a quarter ( and oftncr it emergent 
occaſion require it) ſend Delegates from alltheſe Aſſociati- 
ations to Worceſter (not forbidding any other to be there) 
where weſhall hold a more general meeting forthe reſolving 


of greateſt difficulties, and the more unanimous carrying 
on the work ot the Goſpel. 

R. x8.We ſhall sdmit into theſe our Aſſociations the neigh- 
bour Minifters alſo of other Counties, where no ſuch oci-f 


(BC IT | 


4 . 
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| Fenn well join in 
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R. 19- Benreany* natoriake this Agreement and 
theſe Reſolurions, we giveourRcafons to the Aſlocia- 
tion,and hear what they can 


lay againſt it; and not do it with- 
out ſufficient cauſe. 


R.20. Wereſolvein none of our meetings ro go beyond 
the bounds of var Calling, in medling with Secular or State 
affiirs, nor do any thing injurious to the Common wea'th z 
but maincain all jult Obedienceto Authority; and ſhall dire& 
all our Conſultations to the good of ſouls, the Propagation of 
the Golpel, the Unity, Peace, and Reformation of the 
Church, and the glory and plealing of God in all. 


Conſentimus nos inſraſcripts, 
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THE 
PROFESSION 


OF TITTE 


Aſſociated Churches in Worceſterſhire 


and the adjacent parts, agreed on in order 


to further Reformation and exerciſe 
of EO HRIS TS Diſcipline. 


_ —  — —  — 


IHE PREFACE. 


Ecing the fincere making and keeping our Coucnam with God in Chriſt 
js a chief pat of the Chriſtian Religion, and a matier of Abſolute 
Neceſſity to our $4l;;4tion ; and the proxeneſs of our ſinfull hearts to 
unfanhfullneſs and Backsliding, doth require ws often to Renue our 
Reſolutions and Covenants ; and the Word of Gol, and example of 
the Churches, do encourage ws hereto; cſpecially at the Reſtoring or 

En Reforming of a (\burch which hnh fallen mto Confuſion, Ignorance, 
Errour or Proſaneneſs, which is t00 much the Caſe of us 41.d too many C ongregations in 
England ; And becauſe Mnuſtcrs cannot well know who are members of the Churches, and 
who not,and ſo miſt be /gnorant of the extent of thety Charges and Duties, without an cx- 
pre ſion of therr Peoples (onſent ; and for want of this Miniſters are at ſuch Uncertainties, 
and Churches in ſuch d:ſorder, and the Duties of Paſtors and P cople fo DefeFively per - 
formed ; whereby many berng off cuded Yave been occaſioned to ſegaratc ſuppoſing our Chur- 
ches to bave been no true Churches, ner our Miniſters true Miniſter, .for want of a more ex- 
47 (onſe:t and Combination. And ſecing the Þ affors cannot with any probability of ſuc 


ceſs ,or without great offence 10 the People, perform thoſe As of Teaching and Ruling which 
Chrift bath male thc Work of their Office, without the Peoples expreſs Conſent though the 
pen it [eff be not particularly determined.) To the end therefore that we may be the faſter 
wed to Chriſt and one another, and may more F anhbfully diſcharge our matuall Duties; ana 
this Church may be more Reforme, and the Diſt ipline of Chriſt be more ſaithſully and ſus + 
ceſs fully cxercijcd,, and that none m.ty bave juſt cnuſe to ” themſclues mjured thcreby ,and 
that no more may 24ke occaſion of ſeparation an4 diviſion from ua : We whaſe N ames are 
afterwrinen ( a5 in he preſence of God who ſearcheth the beart, and will ſeverely judge 
theſe that are; alſe in bis Covenarz, ) 40 ſeriouſly, upon deliberation, 4nd in th: fear of Al- 
mighty Go4, make this ſolemn Profeſſion of our Belref and Reſolution. : 
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] B:lieve in 
God the 


Father Il-- 


mighty,Ma- 
ker of Dea- 
b ben and 

- Earth : And 
-in Jeſus 
Chit his 
only Sonne 
our Load, 
pohich- was 
conceived by 
the Yoly 

Ghoft; bozn 
of the Ur- 
gin Mary , 
ſuffered un- 
der Pontius 
Pilate,, was 
Crucifted- 

Dead and 
Buried, he 
deſcended fn- 
to YU. The 
third day he 
roſe {gatu 
from the 

dead : Ye a= 
ce1:D2d into 
Deaven. and 


. fitteth on the. 
right. hand 


| The Father ®, Infinite 'm Being <, Wil- 
dome ©, Goodneſs*, and Power * : the 


Makers, Preſerver ©, and Di{poſeri of all 
things ; and the moſt Juſt * and Mercifull' 


 Londof All ®, 


I Believe that Man-kinde being fallen by 
fin * from God © and Happineſs ?, under the 
Wrath of God 4,the Curle of his Law *, and 
the Power of the Devil *, God ſo Loved the 
Wo Id*, that he gave his only Son to be 
their Redeemer ”: Who, being God *, and 
One with the Father *, did rake to him our 
Nature ?,and became man *,being conceived 
of the holy Ghoſt * in the Virgin : Mary ©, 
and born of her, and named J=»sus 
Cunisr<: and having lived on earth 
without fin 4, and wrought many Mira- 
cles ©; for a witneſs of his Truth f, he gave 
up himſelf 5'a Sacrifice for our fins, and 
a Ranſome for us4, in ſuffering death on 
the Croſs *: 


d-d into Heaven ®, where he is Lord of All 9 
in Glory with the Father ?. And having Or- 
dained 9'thatall that truly Repent* and Be- 
lieve in him{, and Love- him above all 
things*, and fincerely Obey him », and that 
ro the Death *, ſhall be ſaved *, and they that 
wilknot ? ſhall be damned *,and commanded 
his Miniſters to preach the Goſpel-ro the 
World *, He will come again *'and raiſe the 
Bodies of all men from Death ©, and will ſer 
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and being Buried ', he Roſe: 
again the third day ®; and afterward Aſczn-- 
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thence he. 
ſhall come 
to judge the 
quick and 
the Dead, 
J believe 
in the Yo- 
Gholt , 
the Yoly 
Catholick 
Church, the 
Lommunton 
of Saints, 
the fc2give- 
neſs of lins, 
the Ueſur- 
rection of 
the body > 
and the Life 
Everlaſting. 
Amen, 


MY bave done in the bo- 
E Wi ad udge the Righteous to 
Wing*, and the reſt ro Everlaſting 


"Pooiſhment 5, which ſhall be executed ac- 


cordingly Þ. | 

I Believe that Cod the holy Ghoſt?, the 
Spirit of the Father and the Son *, was ſent 
from the Father! by the Son ®, to Inſpire © 
and guide ® the Prophets ? and Apoftles 4, 
that they might fully reveal the Dodtrine of 
Chriſt*: Andby multitudes of Evident Mi- 
racles,and Wonderfull Gifts *co be the great 
Witneſs of Chriſt * and of the Truth of his 
holy Word »: Andtodwell * and work * in 
all that are drawn to” Believe*, that, being 
firſt joyned to Chriſt their Head *, and into 
one Church * which is his Body <, and ſo 
pardoned *and made the Sons of God <,they 
may be a Peculiar people* {anaified to 
Chriſts, and may mortifie the fleth ®, and 
overcome the wurld © and the Devil « : and 
being zealous of good Works ', may ſerve 
God in Holine's and Righteouſneſs ®, and 
may live in the ipeciatl Love® and Com- 
m-union of the Saints”; and in hope of 
Chriiis coming P, and of Everlaſting Lite 9. 


I do heartily Take thi: One G © », for my Only G oz, 


and my Chiet Good *: and this |]: sus Cunxrs r for 
my only Lord-Redeemer and Saviom®, and this Hor r 
Gunosr tor my Sanctifier 4: and the Dottcine by him Re- 
. vealed, and Sealed by his Miracles, and now contained inthe 
Holy Scriptures ©, | do take for the Law of GodF; andtte: 
Rule of my Faith and Liic &+ And Repenting unfeignedly 
-of my'fins b, I do R tolveithrough the Graceof G or * fin- 
cerely to obey him, both in' Holineſs to Gop; and Rizhteovſ-- 
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[| Do conſent = to be a Member of the particular b Chmech of Chriſt 
At ———— whereof ——— —— —Teacher < and Overſeer .4 
and *to. ſubmit to ——Teaching © and Miniſteriall Guidance an 

Ovetſightf, according ts Gods Words, and to hold Communion 
with that Churctin the publick Worſhipping of God b, and to ſub- 
-mit-to the Brotherly admonition- of bow dlenbern i, that ſo we 
may be built up in Knowledge «, and Holineſs, -and may the better 
mantain our Qbedience to Chriſt =,, and the Welfare of this Socie- 
4y.”, and,hereby1may thermare Pleaſe and Glorifie Gop 9. 
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EXPLICATION 


of fome 


PASSAGES 
I N THE 


Propolitions. 
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2&7 $ I dare not undertake to give the full 
"4 ſenſe of all my Reverend Brethren whe 
have ſubſcribed to theſe Propoſitions, 
ſo I muſt intreat the Reader to under- 
ſtand that I have no commiſſion from 
them for any Explication of their ** 
mindes, further then what is done al- 
ENS ready in their words: and therefore 
that yolgnuſt not take what I Write as 
coming from them , but a7 private thoughts : and 
if in any thing you miſlike my. Integpretations, do not there- 
fore miſlike our Propoſitions : For it is the Text and not the 
Comment that-is publiquely owned ; The Text is theirs, the Com- 
Tent is mine. , | 
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our intentions. i 0.4 8 # <O 
And firſt I muſt intreat you to'i Generals 
following. i 
r. We never intended theſe Propoſitions, for the taking 
any ſober man ( of any of the Parties whoſe Union we endea- 
your,) from: his tormer- Principles ;. nor for the laying down 
of ay middle way, in which the differing Parties may accom- 
modate, by any abatement on each or- any. fide, of their for- 
mer Opinions. For we know that can be no way of Generall 
Accord, without a long and full debate of all Am wich 
all perſons, or with all the leaders that can ſway the reſt. For 
if we ſhould fatisfie all that we conferre with, and joyntly 
agree_upon ſome abatement of-our Opinions ; we cannot ex- 
pe& thar others ſhould be ever the more altered or united, 
that hear not our reaſons: Or if alt flwvuld hear them, yer 
mens judgements will be variouſly wrought on, according to 
the degrees of their ſtrength or weakneſs; or according to | | 
their tormer prejudice and apprehenfions ; and much accor- 
ding to the inclination of their Wils, to Reformation, Holi- 
neſs, Unity and Peace. We do therefore ſuppoſe in theſe 
Propoſitions, that thoſe whom we unite with, do fill retain 
their differing Judgements; And our buſineſs is but this: 77 
improve thoſe Points Wherein We are all agreed, for unanimous 
prattice. Till we have opportunity to ſeek after an Accomo- 
dation of Opinions, or a, conviction of each other, we re- 
ſolve, 'by Gods help, to. cloſe in an amicable practice of ſo 
much- as we do Conſent in. It is utterly unbeſeeming an 
Member of Chriſt, to make more diviſions wiltully, becauſe 
we are neceffitated to ſome differences through our weakneſs : 
and to unite and aſſociate in nothing, becauſe. we cannot do 
yy it in all things: and to fly from each others ſociety, as enemies | 
| or aliens, dhcauſe we hold: ſome different opinions : as if we | 
were not the Sons of one God, the Members of one Chriſt, | 
nor might live in the ſame family or joyn-in the ſame Churches T 
or Worſhip, becauſe were not of the ſame intellectual com- 


plexi 
- £2 * 
1 XY - 
fe IIS) © 
5 > ®, 4 
OF | Ya o _ 
R .L S i 


Y b 
WY . 
* 


we 


- 
- ” 
= 
# fare 


nd man- 


k | Ir: emu unavardalyy L of cart 
ous Opinions,” 1 Five here-in imperfection ;; and differ 
in part; w w but in part. We ſuppoſe the Apoſtle 


We & #4 : 

never expected" that all che Covrbians ſhould in all things 
have the ſame Opinions, when he ſo importunately perſwades 
them, by the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to ſpeak the 
fame thing, and that there be no Diviſions among them, but |, 
that they be perte&tly joyned together in the ſame minde, and 
in the ſame judgement, 1 Cor. 1. 10. We remember his com- 
mand, Phil. 3.15, 16. Let us as many a4 be perfett be thu 
minded; and + in any thing ye be otherwi/e minded, God ſhalt 
reveal even this unto you : Nevertheleſs Whereto We have already 
attained, let us walk by the ſame rule, let us minae the ſame thing. 

2. You muſt underſtand, that we have no intent by this our 
Apreement to foreſtall any further means or attempts for 
Accomodation, or neerer Unity : but contrarily to prepare 
for It ; being confident that no way is (o likely ro accompliſh 
it, as a concordant practice of what we are agreed in, and 
I the conſtant amicable aſſociation and familiarity of the diſſen- 
ters. Nay ſome of us have much more to propound to the 
Churches, for Conciliation and Accord, when ever God ſhall 
callus tot, and let us fee that it is likely to be regarded or dg 
any good. 

3- Much leſs do we take up with what we are now agreed 
on, asa perfect, or fully-ſufficient way ; as if the points which 
are laid by, and wherein the ſeveral Parties differ, did con- 
tain in them nothing of any moment; bur all that is uſefull 
were contained in theſe Points wherein we are all agreed. 
Nor do we intend to tye our ſelves to take up with theſe, and 
never to go further. But, as Chriſt faith in another caſe, 7f 
Any man do the Will of God, he foall know, &c. $01 verily think, 
; that conſcivnable, triendly praftifing of ſo much of Chriſts 
Diſcipline as we generally know, would have helpt us to 
know the reſt ſooner then our perverſe contendings have done 
| and would have prevented thoſe fad effets of our Diviſions, 
which muſt lie heavy on ſome mens conſciences, here or here- 
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ly and of defign ; and therelvre” heerrour isin your expecta- 
tion of a more particular determination then will itand with our 
ends. For ſeeing we intend but to i out what we know 

every party may agree to, without deſerting his own princt- 
\ples; we muſt needs leave out thoſe particulars wherein we are 
not agreed. 

5. Underſtand that we have left many things to be pro ye nata 
upon the emergent occaſion when it comes to practice, agreed 
on at our Aſſociation-meetings, which we could noc without 
many inconveniences, agree 0n in theſe Propoſition before 
hand : Eſpecially things that vary according to circumſtances 
of time, place, perſons, occaſions, &c. 

6. Underſtand, that though in many _ we have ticd up 
our ſelves by theſe Propoſitions, from acting in a way of 
ſingularity. Yet in many Points we have left cach party and 
perion to the liberty of their judgement : ſo that they may go 
Above this our Agreement, ſo be it, in ſo doing they go not 
Againſt \t. 
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| More particularly | 
1. Whereas in the firſt General Propoſition we prafeſs, not 
to addict our felves to parties, but to practice unanimouſly 
thoſe known truths that the ſober and godly of each Party are 
agreed in. ] We mean only thoſe Parties who acknowledge 
a Diſcipline, and are fo [ ſober} as to diſclaim thoſe Princt- 
les which are utterly inconſiſtent with the healing of our 
bar arid the Peace and Union of the Churches. Parti- 
cularly we mean the Presbyterians, Independants, and Epiſco. 
pall who are Moderate and Judicious. We mean not any 
Seekers that diſctaim Difciplinez nor Papiſts; nor Popiſh E- 
piſcopall Divines, who will have all the world come to the 
Ronuſh Polity, or elſe they muſt have no peace. . Bur it is 
only the Proteſtant Epifcopall Divines, whoſe principles I 
WW) take 
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2. Where inthe ſame Propofitiori we fay [at preſent e/y 
to praQtice] we intend not- that every man of us is tied from 
praiſing any thing but what is ſo agreed on : But that we do 
Agree in and tye our ſelves [ only] to ſo much ; but may not- 
withſtanding privately differ in our praQtice, ſo far as we have 
not reſtrained our ſelves in this Agreement, and are not reſtrain- 
ed by Gods Word. 

3. The eighth Propoſition leaves many weighty Caſes un- 
determined about excluding ſuch haynous offendors, whoſe 
ſinne is either notorious, or generally ſuſpe&ed, and yet for 
want of accuſers and proſecutors are never brought .to Ju- 
ſtice? and alſo about perſons who are under a long triall, ec. 
But we take theſe caſes to be ſuch as muſt be uſually determi- 
ned according to circumktances upon knowledge of the par- 
ticular caſe : and therefore fittelt ro be determined at our 
Meetings, when it ſhall fall out: and not to trouble and puz- 
zle our ſelves with ſuch Caſes before they fall; ſeeing we can- 
not well make any agreement before hand ( except very ge- 
nerall ) but what will be found defective iu the applicatior. 
Only thus much I ſhould advile, that if 1t be known that any 
perſon is guilty of a capitall crime (as for example of Adul- 
tery ) though we be not bound alway to accuſe them openly, 
or to bring them to ſuch a confeflion or ſelf-accufation as 
may hazzard their lives; yet 1. The Paſtor may ſuſpend 
them and in ſome caſes require the people to avoid them, when 
the fact is publiquely known (though the party not proſecr-- 
ted ;) and give buta genetall intimation of the faulr, as known 
already ; though perhaps the Evidence will not hold in Law. 
( As I have known perſons that openly confeſs Adultery at 
home, - but denying it betore the Judge, come off as if they 
were innocent; and yet confeſs it again when they come 
home.) And I ſhould think that ſuch perſons ſhould not 'be 
re-admitted to Communion, till they do manifeit publique ſe- 
rious penitence in the Congregation : | but only in Generail 
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cenſure, or the Magiſtrates cenſure po firſt, we do not go abour 
to determine. | 
- 4, Concerning the tenth Propoſition ( which will be moſt 
queſtioned ) I deſire it may be obſerved: 1. That we meddle 
- not with the term [ Excommunication. ] 2. And therefore 
they that ſay we meddle with the Thing, muſt define Excom- 
munication, and ſhew that the work that we here agree on 
doth reach that definition. 3. Which it they do, then they 
will make Excommunication to be no more then this applicati- 
on 'of Chrifts doctrine to a particular perſon and caſe, which 
every Miniſter of the Goſpel may perform : For we mention 
in our Agreement no more. 4. I am ſure thatdelivering up 
to Satan, and the great Anathematizing Excommunication, 1s 
commonly taken to go much further and contain more, then 
we here conclude on. 5. Yet obſerve, that we here ſuppoſe 
the fat and faultineſs proved beyond doubt: and when we 
ſpeak of Miniſters Applicatory requiring the Avoidance of ſuch 
perſons; if any think we wrongfully authorize him to do this | 
without the Presbyrery, Congregation, or Biſhop ; remember 
that we ſpeak not here of examining Witneſſes, much leſs pi-, 


ving them their Oathes, or the like preparation for diſcovery . 
of the guilt. How farre people or any others may have a 
hand in this we do not determine. 6. Nor do we determine 
whether it muſt needs be more Miniſters then one, that muſt > 
agree in this, before the publique Application : yet after- p 
ward, we have limited our ſelves in this tor Unity, Peace, and h 
avoiding of raſh applications. Though for my own part, I am S, 
very confident that it is their Errour, whoever they be, that iy 
deny the power of Excommunication it ſelf to a ſingle Pa- Wn 
ſtor, at leatt, where he is the fole Overſeer of that particular i 
Church. | 
The ObjeRions againſt this tenth Propoſition, I will anſwer 't 
_ anon. + | _ 
\ | 5- The 
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to the loofepr | neMiniſters and Churches,” who think it 
enough ta keep people fromthe Sacrament, and never proceed tur- 
ther with them in way-of Diſcipline : but ler'500. or a 1cco. live in 
a Pariſh without any more then ſuch'a Suſpenſion : whenas Suſpens 
ſion is but in order to their Tryall,” or their Retormation or Reje- 
Qion thereupon. Yea they determin not,nor is it known, whether all 
theſe perſons are members of their Churches,or not > Mauy Reatons 
we have againſt this courſe, beſides what are mentioned in the Pro» 
poſitions. 

7. We take it that the 15:5 Propoſition containeth the true mean, 
berween the Uſurped Power of ſome Paſtors, to binde the People by 
a known erring ſentence,to go againft Gods Word ; and the Uturped 
Power which many pretend to, of Ruling the Church by their Major 
Vote. But how tar the Congregation ſhould firſt have Cogniſance 
of the matter, or be heard in = debate ; or how far the Minitters 
mult endeavour their conſent, or ſuſpend rheir own a&tions, for want 
of their conſent, we do not determin. And therefore all moderate 
Presbyterians ar.d Independents may well agree with us in this ; be- 
cauſe its no Power that we deny the Paſtors, but a Power of binding 
men to ge againſt Gods word ; and it is not any of their Liberty that 
we deny the _; bur only Ruling Minitteriall Authority, which 
God never gave them,we mult needs deny them. 

8. Concerning the 17th Propoſition (which many will ſtumble at) 
Edelire you to obſcrve theſe things. 

1. That as we avoid the Titles of Lay-Elders and Preaching» 
Elders, 1o we do purpoſely avoid the determination of that Con- 
croverſie, Whether Chriſt hath appointed Eccleſiafticall Elders, di- 
ſtint in Ottice from Teaching-Elders, having no Authority to 
Preach, Baptize 'or Adminiſter the Lords Supper, though they 
have Gifts? I conteſs my own private opinion is, that neither 
Scripture nor Antiquity did know any ſuch Church-Officers: But 
as I ſo much reverence and yalue the contrary-minded, as not t9 
expect that my Judgment ſhould ſtand in any competition with thetrs, 
or 1n the leaſt tro ſway any man to my opinion from theirs ( though 
- the concurrent Judgment of ſo — Learned men that are of 

e ſame opinion with me, I-might reaſonabl expect, that other 
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agreed of:t  Alhſting-Elders, and 
leave the diſcuſfion of their further Authority, and diftintion of 
their Office from Teaching-Elders, to others. 

3. And that each party may welt agree to this Propoſition, with- 
out forſaking their Principles, is beyond doubt. For the Presbyte- 
rians and the Congregationall party, they both are for ſuch Elders, 
as ſhall Rule, and not adminifter Sacraments; and thongh ſome ot 
one ſort, ſay, they —_ preach, 3. They ſay not that they mi 
preach where the Teaching-Elders are well and preſent; 2. And 
perhaps it is becauſe they would allow another gifred member to do 
che like, And for the Epiſcopall Divines, their praCtice and their 
writings prove what I Jay ;. For they have ever fince. the Refor- 
mauon. alowes great numbers of Readers in Zxg/and, of far lov.- 
er abjhties- theo. we expreſs in our Propotitions ; ſuch as never 
preached, and fome that were fain to labour for their livings in te- 
cular employments, as this Countrey knows. And though they al. 
lowed them to Baptiſe and adminiſter the Lords Supper, yet they ne- 
ver affirmed that they muſt do it, when there was an abler Minifter of 
the me Church to do it. Andin their writings they do maintain the 
lawfullneſs of placing fuch Reading Miniſters in Chappels or Pariſh 
Churches under able Paitors. So that its paſt doubt, that we are all 
agreed, that there may be ſuch Officers, or Elders choſen to do the 
work that is here expreſſed. And if any think it a matter of ſo great 
neceffity, that we agree ig our belief of cheſe Elders further Power,as 
thas we mult not Aſlpciate with thoſe that agree aot, I wouldintreat 
him to tell me, why it is not in our Creed 2 or why it never was in the ® 
Creed of any Church > or whether no Church bad ever a ſufficient 
Creed, ſo large as to contain all Points of abſolute neceſlity.co fa 
rawugn,.or Without which, we-mpit ayoid meus fociety> or whether 
he dare yet pyk;itin his Creed aniong tundamentals,or Points of ſuch 
neceſliry [I Believe thas Lay or. meer-Ruling Elders are, or are not 
coy diving 7 Or whether he accuſe not the Scripture it ſelf of inſuf- 

ciency, for {peaking {9 flarkly. of fungamencalsthemſclyes, as thac 
the moft Godly aad,Learned are 195 able: to; underftagd 82: And 
whecher be lay not a ground of kparation ftomchulticudes pf: env- 
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5. I thought meet alſo to tell you thus much of my ovn opinion ; 
thatit ſeems to me the belt way, ( at our firit ordering of our Chur- 
ches according to thele Propotitions ) to take 1n none but School 
matters, Phy ficians,or other Learned men to be Elders ( where ſuch 
irc to be had that are meet :) and for thofe of our Abler hearers 
that areunlearned, that it will be nitreſt firit co try them in the Office 
of Deacons : both becaule the Office of Deacons is moſt unqueſtio- 
nable to all forts and parties; and {06 it will avoid the reproaches of 
diſſenters: and becaule the Apotttes made Deacons before they ors 
dained any fixed Efders of particular Churches; and they made a+ 
bler men Deacors then any of us are; and therefore none may think 
the Office to be below him ; and becauſe it is orderly to afcend'by 
degrees : and the Apoltles words 1 7im.4.8,9,10,11,12,13- tages 
ther with the conltant expreſſions and prattice of Antiquiry, dovliew 
that this is a degree to the Elderſhip; and that — more 
+ #* power about Word and Sacraments, then is commonhty allowed x0 
meer-Ruling Eiders; and therefore may be more To us; 
yea that they joyned with the Presbyters inConſiſtory, is the n 
opinion. And ihe danger of miſguiding and dividing 

ations by men of weak Judgments, is 10 great ; that I thinksrmuch 

ttex to.try them firſt in an Office of known Inferiority ( for all con- 
feſs that Deacons ſhould be Guided by the Elders,) wherein they 
may be as ſerviceable to the Church ; then to begin them in an Office 
of meer Power, wherein they will think thaw Votes to be of equall 
Authority with the moſt Judicious Teachers, and ſo may. breed con- 
E 2 rentions , 
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they SIA 1 oY If we, oe? PRIIW I 
living neer'yamilectre fotharwehevemore ſeldome oppor- 
tnoines eo Mecty overould | dndic ro'thers. Tf any (hall 


rev1jic the Office, Deacons; a8 toomears for them, they ſhall there- 
Þy Giicover charPtide, chat-will-prave:them'wnfit ro be eicher Elders 
er Deacons ; and you will havecauſe-to thank God, that thereby a 
m:lcict ro the Church xs prevented, which might have followed, it 
ſuch unhurabled men had crept into Authority. 

v. But thc grcat Objection againſt rhis Propoſition will be: ( by 
fore ) That we allow none to be Etders but thoſe that are ordained, 
and fo overthrow meer-Ruling Elders.. To which I anſwer : 1.Theſe 
Brethren mnſt conſider, that we are forced for unity to ſpeak ind:- 
thy ot alt that are meer Aflifting Elders and do not actu- 
ally preach and adminitter Sacraments, wherher they take ther: - 
telves to have Authority to do more ( as other Miniſters ) or not : 
aow they will confeſs that ſuch inferior or Afliting Minitters mult 
be Ordained : and we cannot now diſtinguiſh. 2. I never could 
learn that it is the Judgment of Presbyterians or Congregationail 
men, that it is unlawftll to Ordain meer-Ruling Elders. And if they 
may doit why ſhould they not yield to it for peace, though-they 
chink not that they wwft do it? 3. I confeſs I know of no ElL- 
ders mentioned in Scribture, without Ordination ; and dodefpair of 
ever ſecing it proved that the Apoltles did appoint two ſorts of El- 
ders, one Ordained and the other not Ordained. The contrary 1 
doubtnot ro. prove by ſutficient Induttion. 4. Deacons muſt be Or- 
dained- that: are/inferior to Elders ; why then ſhould not Elders be 
Ordamed > 5. Let our Brethren take heed left they looſe all their 
hold of thatſhew they have in Scripture: for mecr-Rukng Piders-(F 
Js 100g YO not quoad exercitinm ordinarinm-, ) if they 

diſclaim all thoſe-as no ſuch Ruling Elders, who-were O rdained. 
Ht>ſeems. then that when the {Apottles Ordained: Elders in- every 
Churh, and when Tir was lefc. ro Ordain Elders in every Cay,} it 
was no meer-Ruling Elders that they Ordained,or were appornte&to 
Ordain !. 6. ] confeſs Lam loath ( without more Reaſons: then [ yet * 
know.) te-give the Inzvaders of the Miniſtry ſo-mucki encouragement, 


amioteilther,:: men may orainarily. be Ruling Elders without. Ord 
"$204; h "om \ Dauyuen !. 
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then-that himſelf be the Teacher: And moſtallow'the'preach 


be of Probationers: And if you add to this that there isno need of 
Ordination ts the Office of Churds-Goveriing, Fknow partly what 
will follow. | = 


-. Yet a greater doubr is behind, and that is, How we would have 
-Hefe men Ordained? I anſwer, 7. We have not determined of that: 
Vc yurpoſely avoid the point of Ordination ; becauſe the diſtatice 
berween the Epiſcopall Divines and others is well known m that 
point: and we reſolve not to put fuch controverted Points into our 
Agreement ; leſt thereby we neceſſarily exclude the diſſenters. Our 
butineſs 1s net now ( as 1s fatd) ro Reconcile differences in judgment : 
muc!1 leſs to divide from thoſe that differ from us : but to practice 
unanmoully ſo much as we are agreed in. 2. We leave therefore 
every man 1n this to his own Judgment. Thoſe that are ſor Biſhops, 
may be Ordained by them with a _—_— if they can obtain ir. 
Thoſe that are againſt them, may be Ordained by the Aſſociated Pa- 
{tors of that Afﬀſociaton, the Preſident performing the Action. 
Thoſe that fear danger from the Law of & Land, if they Ordain 
without Authority, may ſend men to ſome neighbour County that 
hath Authority. Thoſe that will not uſe the Name of Ordination, 
nay yet uſe the Thing : which is nothing but the ſolemne Deſigna- 
tion or Appointment of a fit Perſon to the Office, by Competent men: 
which is moſt ficly accompanied with Prayer* and Impoſition of 
hands, where they may be had. 3, To avoid ſome of theſe conteſts, 
if Deacons only be firit Ordained,as F before mentioned, nm will pre- 
vent the quarrels that ſome may elſe be drawn to by difference of 
Judgmertt. For many moderate Epiſcopall men will allow Presby- 
ters to Ordain Deacons, that will not allow them ro Ordain Presby- 
ters. As for thoſe that will ſay, Theſe are no true Officers, nor to be 
acknowledged { whether Deacons or Presbyrers) who were not Or- 
gained by a Biſhop; and thereupon will take occaſion for a ſchitme 
Mm our Congregations; I ſhall ſpeak more fully to their ſansfaction 
anon. 

9. Though Ichink few will queſtion the Lawfullneſs of what's in 

the 18 Propoliton, yet I ſuppoſe many wili queſtioa the Counve- 
E 3 mency 
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cation of our meaning, 4 K then you. thoſe Reaſons of our Re- 
ſolution herein, which p ded and debated atour mee- 
tings, +, :--, A. 
1. Underſtand that weare all agreed ameng our ſelves, that our 
eſent Pariſhes ( I mean not all in Eg/ard, bur all ours that joyned 
in theſe debates ) are true particular organized Churches of Chriſt : 
and therefore that we require not this Profeſſion as a Church-making 
Covenant, but for Reformation of thoſe that are Churches already ; 
and as a means for our more facile and ſuccetstull exerciſe of ſome 
Ditctpline and Government of our Congregations. 

2. Ye; we thought not meet to put theſe our Principles down in 
our cements : but retain them as our own private thoughts : 
becauſe being no Fundamentals, nor neer the Foundation, we can 
agree with thoſe that differ from us in this point of Judgment, ſo they 
apree in practice : And therefore we have letr ic ſo open, that any 
man may ſubſcribe roit, who yet thinketh that we are no true Chur- 
ches, for want of a Church-Covenant, or for want of a ſolemn Call 
of our Miniſters ; ſobeit theſe perſons, will but acknowledge us to be 
Churches and Miniſters, after our publike Protetlion, Conſent and 
Aſſociation ; though they will not acknowledge it betore. 

3. We have not ryed our ſelves or any Brother, to the uſe of any 
one particular /77ze to be required of the People in making this Prc- 
feſlion > Whether by ſubſcribing their Names, or lifting up the hand, 

4 or” fpeaking their Conſent. For we doubt not bur this is an Indiffe- 
rent cur; That which we require. is ſome Expreſſion of Aſent 
and Conſent : but how to exprels it, we leave to the prudence of 
particular Paſtors who are to guide their own Congregations. For 
my part I intend ro have the Names of all che Members in a Church- 
Book { the Adult in one Colume and the Intants in another ) and 
that the Members ſhall either write their own Names in it,or conſent 
thatT write them, this Profeſſion being prefixed to be ſubſcribed. 

4. We have left it undetermined, VVhether the Conſeat ſhall be 
expreſſed particularly man by man, or many together ? and whether 
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ſuſpe& of groſs Ignorance, we have agreed 

their Knowledge in private (becauſe many cannot expreſs themſelves 
openly, )and when they are fatisfied in it, that 'we take the Profeſlion 


ot their Conſent only in publke ; acquainting the Conpgrepation of 
our ſatisfaction ; 7 are bound to acquieſce ſo far in » nts 
of their Paſtors, when themſelves hear the perſon profeſs his Conſene 
though he do not expreſs ( himſelf ) the Articles that he conſent- 
eth to. 

2. Our Reaſons debated on for this Praftice, were thus pi- 
venin : 

Concluſ. ze have Reaſon to require ( 4s things now ſtand ) a more 
expreſs ſigmpication of our _— Conſent to our Mitiſtry and Mini« 
fteriall Attions and their Memberſhip of their particular Churches. 

Reaſon 1. We have now by reaſon of the Licentiouſneſs and Apo- 
ſtaſie of the times, more reaſon to queſtion concerning many of our 
Members, whether their bearing fignifie their Conſent, 1. Becauſe 
many profeſs the contrary. 2. We know ſome Infidels and others 
little better, that come to Church ſometimes, meerly to avoid the 
cenſure of the people, or to pleafe their ears ( and this they bave ac- 
knowledged.) 3. Mulutudes 1n many Pariſhes will not receive the 
Lords Supper with us. 

Reaſon 2. The Liberty given in theſe umes hath taken away ſome 
other bonds, which formerly were laid on men, to conſtrain them to 
acknowledge and ſubmit to the Miniſtry and Ordinances: and to obey 
the Church-government that was then in force. We are therefore 
neceſlitated to make uſe of the bond of their own Conſent, and te 
|  requirethat it be more expreſs, then formerly it hath been. 

Reaſ.3. Miniſters that were ſtudious of the good of the Flock, did 
( very many of _ heretofore diſcern the need of an expreſs con- 
tent, that they might have more certainty of the extent of their 
Charge then the Bounds of a Pariſh can give them. Only'they(truly) 
maintained that our Churches were true Churches, wahout a-more 
expreſs Conſent then we then had ; and that it tended hat «o-the Well» 
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| Reaſ”. 4 Maltitades will be var yay of thoſe publique, perſonall 
admoninons, which are in ſeverall- caſes our haides: and Live a- 
"reed eral: except" they firit know that we reſolve on this 
courſe and ini the generall do conſentto it. They will take it for an 
unſufferable injury, to be ſo dealt with, meerly becauſe they live in 
our Pariſhes, when they never conſented to ſuch a courſe. Nay it 
ſeems ro me, that (at leaſt as _ now ſtand) we cannot without 
their expreſs Conſent effeually ule any further Diſcipline with chem 
as Church-members, then meerly to keep them from the Lords Sup- 
per, which is now ſo common, thacit ſeems to them as no diſgrace or 
penalry. As long as they are continued as Members of our Churches, 
and have their dren baptized,and chemſelves joyn wich us in Gods 
{olemn Praiſes and all other Ordinances, and have treedor trom ail 
publique partichlar Reproots and Cenlures, being never noted by 
the Munifter to be avoided, they little care for forbearing the Sacra- 
ment; we ſee thouſands will keep away themſelves without our ex- 
cluſton. If any can (now) exerciſe any more Diſcipline without their 
peoples known fore-conſenr, let the practice of che Congregations in 
England witneſs. If it can be done, Why is it not? They will retule 
co come near us, anſwer us,or regard any thing we ſay or do. 

Reaſ.5. Let thoſe that better know the Law of the Land con(ider, 
whether it be nor neceſlary to our own peace to tree us from Law- 
ſuits, that we have firit the peoples expreſs Content ? and whether 
they may have no Action againſt a Miniſter elſe tor naming any man 
in the Congregation by Reproof, and pronouncing him a perſon to 
be avoided ? and fo no Diſcipline will be exerciſed. 

Reaſ.6. We have found by long and ſad experience, that the peo- 
ple underſtand not generally the nature of Implicit Protetlions, and 
do indeed uſe them often as no Profeliions at all ; and that their meer 
Implicit Covenanting with God,and obſcure Protethions of Faith, not 
underſtood, and dark worſhippings of God, have tended much to de- 
ſtroy the lite and being of Chriſtianity, with many that contenc them- 
ſelves with the name ; and that nothing is more ealie, then to turn all 
Profeſſions, Engagements and Acts of Worſhip, into meer formall 
ſhews, and deny the power,and deſtroy it thereby : Why then ſhould 


we 
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th mote eaſily be convinced of their {in in cafe of »ox-perfor- 
wi E: Now who! kivoiterdy Tot that the-more expreſs and folemn 
ſuch Profeſtions and Engagements- be, the firter they are for the at- 
tainment of their ends > And that which is beſt fitted to the end,is the 
beſt means. | 

Reaſ'8. It is agreeable to the excellent nature of the Truths and 
Duties of Chriftianity, and the greac importance of ſuch bufineſles 
(as to the Church ds ſouls of men) to be as oper and faf as is pol 
lible in the owning and acknowledging them. Truth ſuffers moſt by 
being obſcured ; and Duty, by being but ſuperficially, ignorantly 
and reſervedly owned and performed : And how much muſt che 
Church and mens ſouls hereby ſuffer ! God4oves the moſt open Con- 
fellions. 

Reaſ.9. Many of the Separation do (onthis ground eſpecially) de- 
ny that our Parrſhes are true Churches, becaule they are not tied by 
Covenant or any expreſs Conſent into a Body Politick. On the ſame 
4 alſo they deny our Paſtors to be true Miniſters, becauſe they 


are not the expreſs Call or Conſent of the people. Though F doubr. 


not bur this is their Errour, yet the ſatisfying of ſo many exceptious 
Brethren, and the removing of that which may ſtill occation their of- 
fence and hurt,and the continuance of Separation and the Churches 
diviſions, is ſurely a work well worth our performing, and which we 
ſhould endeavour as fat as poffibly we may. 

Reaſ.1o. The ſame want of expreſs Conſent is an offence to our 
Brethren of the Congregationall way, and hindreth onr cloſure with 
chem. And though ſome think that this is rather a diſſwaſive,and that 
we ſhould the ws. ok ſhun ir, leſt we ſhould ſeem to approve of their 
Church making Covenant, and fo to recede from our former prin- 
ciphes, yet I think this concluſion is much contrary to the Scripture, 
and the praftice of Pax!, in Circumcifing Timsthy,in Preaching pri- 
vately to them of reputation, Gal.2.2. and becoming all things to all 
men ; a Jew tothe Jews, and a Greek to the Greeks. The love of 
our Brethren, and of the Churches Unity and Peace, ſhould make 
godly men condeſcend in a greater matter then this, as long as we aH 
acknowledge it a thing lawtull. F Red. 
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7 111 that are Acqp CE MOL ADUquity, for one 
Cyprian Fpiſt.68,p.200,201420; it {ronlgrty: ). and fee more in 
Bleonael... « Abe k uy Tſe: aa” b And: for ſolemn profeſſion 
of the Faith, it hath been of long and conftanc uſe, as in all parts of 


the Chriſtian world, ſo in our own _— in England, where 
the People were every Lords day to. Profels their Faith, by itanding 
up at the Recitall of the Creed. And the Sacraments are Seals of the 
Corenzat : and therefore all that receive the Sacraments muſt enter 
or renew their Covenant. 

Rea/.12, Thoſe ( moderate men ) that are moſt againſt Church- 
Covenantings, ſpeak pnly againſt the Neceſſity of them ; but the 
Lawtulineſs they deny not, ng nor the Convenience in caſe of lber- 
ty ; no nor the Neceſlity ofthe Thing, but only of the Circumſtan- 
rials, and manner of expreſiion, and ends by ſome affixed. They 
require that the People expreſly Conſent to the Choice of their Mi- 
_ and that they be examined before the Sacrament of their 
knowledge in the Fundamentals. This differs from what we pro- 
pound, but in circumſtances. And I ſhould rhink it more feaſonable 
and convenient, to be ſatisfied of our Peoples ſpirituall ſufficiency, 
and capacity for Church-Communion, at our firſt Reformation wr 
diſordered Church, or in a well-ordered Church, at their firſt tran- 
ſition out of the ſtate of Imperfect Infant Members,and admiſlion in- 
ro the number of Adult members, (and after this, to ſuppoſe their 
Right good to Communion and Church priviledges, vl it be on (uf- 
ficzent grounds diſproved, excepted againft or queſtioned by any,) 
then'to try them as only tor admithion to the Lords Supper, ſuffering 
them to five quietly in the Reputation of Members, fo they will not 
come to the Table of the Lord. . 

Theſe are the Reaſons, for ſubſtance, that were given in ; on con- 
{ideration whereof we reſolved on this PraQtice: which I bave 
therefore repeated, that others may conſider of them,who elſe mighr 
through miſunderitanding us,queſtion our way. 

Laſtly, Let me add this : Qur firſt Concluſion was only, of the 
Neceſlity { in theſe mes ) of the Peoples acknowledging us: to be 


M bers-of the tmveriglt Cliurct '$ 
chemſelves Members of a partalar Church. 

We did at the ſame time anſwer 'two great Objections. | 
thoſe that ſay, The Apoſtles required nv fuch expreſs Conſent. 

Anſ.1. That Negative cannot be proved, ttiough it were not writ- 
ten that they required it. 2. The Chriſtians of thoſe times gave 4 
moſt full exprettzon of their Conſent to theit particular Miniſters,and 
to be Members of their particular Churches. 

t. In that before the Church the ApoBtles appointed them Elders 
in every Church, whom they openly Accepted and Reverenced. 

2. For Deacons, they bid the Church chooſe feven men whom 
they might Ordain. 

3. The People voluntarily ( when no Magiſtrate did conſtrain 
them ) did continue in the Apoſtles Doctrine and Fellowſhip, and 
breaking of Bread and Prayer, and ſubmitred to their Paſtors as thoſe 
that were over them and Governed them tn the Lord : and without 
the Peoples expreſs Conſent, none could then have Ruted chem, by 
meer Ecclefiatticall Rule. 

4. Remember that af this was done in times of perſecution, whet 
it hazarded their hves to acknowledge the Miniſtry, and to frequent 
Church Afﬀemblies ; which made the Apoſtle Heb.ro.25. exhort 
them not to forfake the Aﬀembling of chemſelves together, as ſome 
( for fear ) did. Now this 1s a fuller ſignification of Conſent to the 
Miniſtry and to Church memberfhip,then dwelling in a Pariſh is; or 
che meeting to hear a Sermon is, when either Law or Cuſtom brings 
them, and they diſcover by many wayes, that they either know 
not what a Church is, or what the Miniſters Power is, or ſubmit nor, 
and Conſent not to it. Further peruſe the Scriptures that we have cited 
in the Profeſſion. F 

5- Remember yet, that T maintain that God doth in Scripture re- 
quire only[ Conſent fgnified ; ] but hath not tied us to this or that pax- 
ticular ſ1gne for [ ſignifying it: but having given us general! Ru 
that all things be done to Edification, Decently, &c. he hath left it to 
humane Prudence to determin of the particular ſigne (whether voice, 
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agreed on in\themanner of doing. it;-and all the Inconveniences 
will be ayo axep-tiplE abox mitt necds.be expeRed by all 

that will be faithfull.jn; the Minifiry; and will not do the work of thc 
Lacd deceiny. Ann, of nn ate 1 


Yec obſerve that we have left thoſe Brethren at Liberty to neoict 
this, who will manifeſt to the Aſſociated Miniſters, char they can bet- 
ter order their Congregations and exerciſe Diſcipline, without requi- 
ring this expreſs Conſent,then with t. Alſo that we reſolve not . a 
thoſe muſt do it immediatly, whoſe People are not yet ready or ca- 
pable, either through prejudice, ignorance or other impediments. 
Igratins Ep. ad Polycarp. bids, hold frequent Afſembles,and enquire 

all by Name:tervants and maids, cc. muſt not be diſclaimed. 

10. Concerning the 20> Propoſition about Conſtant Meetings, 
| and the Rules of Aſſociation agreed on therein; obſerve that we 
meddle not with that great Queſtion, Whether the Miniſters of one 
Church are to exerciſe a proper Government over another > But 
laying aſide the Queſtion of Claflicall Regiment, we only determin 
of what all neighbour Miniſters and Churches are bound to, either 
in common duty to one another as Chriſfiizins { as to give a Reaſon 
of our Hope to thoſe that ask it : - to ſatesfie an offended Brother, ro 
Love one another,e-c.) or elſe as Miniſters ; and eſpecially for rhe 
Unity and Peace of the Churches ; which every man ought to we 
bis utmoſt skill induſtry and power,to attain and maintain. 

Se much for the explication of tbe Propoſitions. 


. * x * 
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A brief Explication of ſome Paſſazes in the Profeſſion, 
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Intend not an Expoſition-of this Profeſſion, which would be to 

write a Body of Theologie. | We have pur it all in as plain termes 
as we.could, that it might need the 1&6 ;explication. I had once 
thought 
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ing the Preface were theſe: 1;Thar'vur People may ſee the Gr 
and Neceflity of our Pradtice.- +2-That we may not 'be thought to 
g0 on their Grounds, thar take' cur Churche®tor no Churches be- 
tore an expreſs Covenant,ſaperadded ro/all former ſigns of Confcnt; 
or. that we may not be judged to go about the gathering of new 
Churches where were none before; when indeed we do all this bur 
in Reformation of thoſe that are Churches already. 3. That our 
People may be the more engaged, while they conſent to our Reaſons 
as well as our Articles. 

2. Obſerve farther, that yet we ſhall not refuſe Communion or 
Aſſociation with any Church, Paſtor or Perſon that meerly refuſerh 
our Preface,and will joyn with-us in our Profeſſion,though on other 
grounds : as e.g. if he take our Churches tor no Churches before this 
Profeſlion have made them Churches. 


3. We ſhall not therefore be peremptory in urging the Preface on\ 


any of our.People ( no more then, on nexghbour-Miniſters ;) nor 
urge them to ule it as they muſt do the Protetlion : though we deſire 
as full a Union as may be had, and therefore that none will cauſe- 
teſly diſſent. 

4. For the Profeſlion it ſelf, underſtand, that we diftinguifh be- 
tween that which makes a man a Member ot the Univerſal} Church, 
( which mult go firft) and that which makes or declares a man to be 
a Member of a Particular Church. And therefore we have firſt pur 
down ſo much as'is neceſlary to the former(largely, as being of moſt 
weight: ) and then put down that which is neceſſary to the later 
(briefly. ) 

5- That Faith which every Chriſtian muſt have and profeſs, cor.- 
fiſtech 1. In the Aﬀent of his Underftanding to the Truth of Funda- 
mentals. 2. And in the Conſent of his Will: 1. To the Relations 
berween God and him. 2. And the Benetits following thoſe Rela+ 
ions ; which both are offered. 3. And ro-the Duties commanded, 
on the ground of thoſe Relations. 4. Eſpecially thole Duties which 
are made by God the Condition of our Receiving the ſaid Rela- 
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ie Profeſſion of Aſent 


alsFwedo make uſe ofthe common Creed called 
the Apoſtles, as our graund-and-text; 'and we ſuperadde our own, 


by way of Comment or Expoſicon<- If any fhall eharge us with no- 
velry or contempt of Antiquity in making the Ancient, inſufficient, 
I (hall thus prove the charge to be unjuſt. 1. We highly eſteem An- 
eiquiry, an _ the ancient Creed : and we take it to be ſuth- 
cient to them that uaderſtand what it implieth, as well as what it ex- 
pom : And therefore we continue it, and never deſire to lay it 
y : no nor one word of itdo we alter ; not ſo much as the quelti- 
oned word, of deſcending into Hell. 2, Yet we ſuppoſe chart a full 
Creed ſhould expreſs the Fundamentals, and that all chings neceſſary 
to ſalvation are nor expreſſed in that ancient Creed. Implicitly the 
whole Profeſſion is in thoſe three words, Afarth. 28. 20. Baptizing 
them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Ghoſt : 
Shall we therefore ſay that no more ſhould de expreſſed > or accuſe 
the ancient Creed for expreſſing more> 3. Ir is the Bible that we 
take for our preſent Rule, and we have fully proved both the Ver:- 
ty and Abſolute Neceſlity of what we require,by clear Texts of Scri- 
pture. And if the Creed contain not that which the Scripture make 
neceſſary to Salvation, is ut not as fafe to fay that the Creed hath too 
lictle, as that the Bible hath roo much 2 Though for my parc I will 
lay neither : becauſe that Creed might be ſufficient for former times, 
when men underſtood what was Implyed,as well as what was Expreſ- 
ſed: and may yet ſuffice, on ſuppolition that men be taught 
what it implies, and will profeſs that Implyed Doctrine by it felt as 
an expoſition. 4. Y ou may as well accuſe.the Univerſall Church, as 
us,in this. If they did not accuſe the old Creed of Inſufficiency, when 
the Council of Nice formed theirs, and the Council of Conſtantinople 
added to that, and when many other Councils have had their proper 
Confeſſions, as mo of the Reformed Churches alſo have had ; why 
ſhould we be thought more guilty in this then they > Sure Arhanaſine 
thought 4 
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'Ghoſt, not expreſling his Relation. to us, or works for us, Miracles 


bare Aſenewrill do link ood, ſeeing the D 

[:eve and tremble. ©2. So'be it they makeir appear that it is not co 
hide any Hereſie, that they refuſe our explicatory Profeſſion; and 
that they are not ignorant of thoſe neceſſary Truths which our Pro- 
tetlion doth contain. 6. It any fay,' We ſhould have made uſe rhef 
of ſome other of the ancientCreeds. I anſwer, We have made uſe 
only of the mot ancient and unqueſtionable;not formed by theCoun- 
cill ar Nice ; but by the Counſel of the Holy Ghoſt, and delivered 
expreſſely in the Scriptures : not mixed with our conceits, but given 
you in Gods expreſs words. 

74 The things that we thought ſhould be fullier expreſſed then in 
the ancient Creed, are theſe: 1. A man may beleeve all expreſſed 
11 the ancient Creed, and yet beleeve that there is a hundred Gods ; 
For it expreſſeth not God to be the Only God, yet doubtleſs this is 
implied. 2. That Creed may be profeſſed, and yet men deny Gods 
infnzcenes. his Omniſcience, Goodneſs, Mercy, Juſtice, Prefervati- 
on, Governihent of all,cc. yet doubtleſs theſe are all implied in the 
term [God. ] 3. A man may beleeve all that is expreſſed in che an- 
cient Creed, and yet deny, not only In ſin, bur that ever man 
did fall from God and Happineſs, or ever {tood in need of a Redeemer. 
4. The ancient Creed tellerh us not that Chriſt is God, and therefore 
may be raken by an Arian. 5. It tels us not that ever Chriſt was 
the Redeemer of the world nor of any in it : nor that ever he died 
bor ſin. 6. No, nor that he died for us: It only telleth us chat he 


- was crucified, dead and buried ; bur telleth us neither why, nor for 


whom, nor for what : yet no doubc but it implieth all theſe things, 
which 1texpreſſeth not. It telleth us of beleeving the forgivenefs ot 
tins, bur it refleth us not whether they are forgiven for Chriſts fake, 
or with any reſpect to his ſacrifice as the cauſe; yet no doubt it im- 
plied chis. 7. Itdoth not fo much as profeſs that Chriſt himſelf was 
without ſin. g. Itſo obſcurely mentioneth the Article of the Holy 
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Regm Calum : Virt ates fecifſe + Fix- 
wm Cruci : Tertia die Reſurrexi lf; In Cados erepturs ſedere ad dex- 
trams Patrs : Miſiſſe Vicariam Vim Spiruth Santti qui credentes a- 
gat : Ventuwrums cum claritate ad ſmmendos ſaxttos in Vite eterne 5 
promiſſionum coleftiuns fruttuns ; 5 ad prophanos judicandos igni per= 
petwo, fatta utrinſq; partu Reſuſcitatione cum carnu Reſurrettione.] 
Hac Regula a Chriſto ut probabitr inſtituta, nul{as habet apud nos qua= 
ftiones,nifi quas hereſes inferunt ,& qua heretices facinnr. 

Vide & Ireneum |.1 .C.4. && 1.2.C.2. 

8. We thought it neceſſary to reduce all the Fundamentals or Ar- 
ticles of the Creed to three heads, v4. the Father, Son, holy Ghoſt, 
and their Relations and Works. Becauſe Chriſt himſelt in the Baptiſ- 
mall Inſticurion compriſeth all in theſe three : Mar.28.19,20. And 
many Learned men think, that the Churches common Creed was 
no larger at firſt ( as Parker de Deſcenſs at large endeavours to 

rove; and Lud. Crorixs Syntag.&c.) or atleaſt that thence it had 
its riſe. ; 

9. Our greateſt care of all hath been, to give you the Scripture 
ſenſe in the Scripture phraſe ; that ſo no good Chriſtian may have 
any ſeeming cauſe to ſcruple the Profeſling ic: and none might be 
able to deny it, without plain denying Gods own Word. The Ne 
ceſliry of ſo doing is ſo evident, and our Reaſons againſt departing 
from the letter ot the Text, are ſ@ many and obvious, that 1 will not 
woubk you with,them. I pray you peruſe Learned D* Stanghtens 
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but alle the ſenſe and ſumme of the words; ſo thac I think 
ſcarce two ſyllables can be found that are not expeetly inthe words of 


Scripture, which contain any matter that is liable to controverſie. 
If you finde ten Texts cited for one thing, if the words be not in nine 
of them, it is ſufficient if they be in the tenth ; and cheretore I muſt 
intreat you,it you doubt, to peruſe them all. And let not the number 
offend you : It you need them not, they are no trouble to you : Few 
of them,]I thinx,or none, are impertinent : A concent of many Texts 
may convince morethen one angle Text: atlealt it will be uſefull to 
have to many Texts at hand, for the convincing any others of any 
Article of the Faith, though you doubt not your ſelves. Only the 
particular Application of ſome parts of the laſt Branch, viz. | owr 
-Conſent that juch a man ſhall be our Paſtor, and that Wwe will be Mems- 
bers of this or that particular Church : ] cannot be proved in termes 
from Scripture, but by coufequence ; For who can expect that Scri- 
pture ſhould name the perſons of our Paſtors, or the places of our ha- 
bication ? 

12. As for the ſenſe of ſome few of the termes that may poſlib| 
be miſurderſtood, I ſhall give you my own thoughts, but briefly pal- 
ſing over all the reſt. 

1. Inthe firſt Part, when we ſubjoyn [* the Father ] to [_ :neonly 
God ] we do not exclude the Son and holy Ghoſt : for we atrerwards 
expreſs the contrary. But we ſpeak 1. In the language of the Scri- 
pture, as the Texts cited will inform you. 2. And in the ordinary 
language of Divines, who therefore call the Father Fundgmentum- 
T runttatrs. 

2. In mentioning Gods Being (which we put tixſt) and his Prima» 
ry Attributes, we apply the word [_ /afinite Þ:0 them all. And by the 
Infiniteneſs of his Being, we nftan his Ecerniry and Immenſfity : (That 
he is not a Body but a Spirit, not viſible, palpable,&c. as bodies are, 

we 
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che perteRions of man, we muſt firſt expreſs his Being as the Founda- 
tion, and then reduce all his Principall Virtues to the PerteRtions of 
his Intellet, Will and Executive Power ; ſo muſt we be forced for 
our weak apprehenſions, to do by the Incomprehenſible God, while 
we can know him but in this Glaſs. Next we thought meet to men- 
tion his Principall Works, and Relations thereupon : 1. As to all the 
Creatures : of whom he 1s 1. The Maker, 2. Preſerver, 3.Diſpoſer-: 
2. As to the Rationall Creature 1n particular : of whom he is the 
Lord: which terme we uſe in the Scripture ſenſe as it comprehen- 
deth both lis Abſolute Propriety in us, and his Abtolute Soveraign 
r Recorſhip over us all : To which Relations of his ir is that his per- 
fe& Juſtice is to be ſubjoyned, and his Mercy as to the moſt eminent 
exerciſe of it. God muſt be gonſidered as Rector, before he is conſi- 
dered as a moſt Juſt and Meratull Rector. 

3. In the ſecond Part, We thought meet firſt to expreſs the Diſeaſe 
and then the Remedy. The firſt lay in Sin the Cauſe, and its effects : 
which as to our loſs is, in falling trem Ged and Happineſs ( our true 
God :) andthe ſtate to which we fell is that threefold miſery, Gods 
wrath, the Curſe of the Law, and the Power of Satan. Though God 
hath not wrath as man hath, yet there is ſome Cauſe of our ſufferings 
t God, which man can have no fitter conceiving or expreſſion of, 
then under the notion of wrath : and therefore we muſt do as Scri- 
prure dothgin diſtinguiſhing berween Gods wrath and the effects of it, 
and not make them all one. When we ſay, Man is fallen under the 
Povrer of the Dell, we include,the Power of Sin, and the Fleſh,and 
the World : for theſe are but Satans materials, baits or inſtruments. 
A double Powerof Satan. we mean :. both as he.is the Cauſe of Sin, 
and as he is che Cauſe of puniſhment, and therefore is ſaid to on 
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ved; but alſo the Relation and works of the Farher as Creator, and 


of the Son as Redeemer ; fo isit the Relation and works of the ho! 
Ghoſt alſo that muſt be Believed to Salvation. And if the ſin gain 
the holy Ghoſt be ſo deſperate, doubtleſs Belief in the holy Ghoſt is 
as neceſſery. And indeedI fear moſt Chriſtians do not underſtand or 
conſider well this part of thertr Creed, whart it 15 to believe in the holy 
Ghoſt. I think the ancient Creed which I cited from Tertwllian ex- 
preſſeth itexcellently | Miſiſſe Vicariam vim Spiritus Sant qui cre« 
dentes agat. | Its like God would have kept the myſtery of the Trini- 
ty unknown to us, and never have made it the object of our faith, if 
the ſeveral! perſons had not ſtood in thoſe Relations to us, and done 
thoſe works for ns, that muſt needs be known. I think Tertulltans 
rermes are an exact interpretation of the work [| Paraclere, ] ;t is cal- 
led Vim Vicariam, becauſe Chriit being perſonally in Heaven, hath 
ſent the holy Ghoſt to do the reſt of his work on earth, and carry on 
his Canſe, -and maintain his Intereſt till he return, againſt the world, 
fleſh and Devil, which is to be Chriſts Advocate, or properly his 
Agent| 2m Credentes Agat: Jand that is two wayes, that he Actuateth 
Believers: 1. Extraordinarily ; by Inſpiring the Prophets and Apo=» 
{tles, and cauſing them to work Miracles and ſpeak with tongues, &c. 
And doubtleſs this is a moſt princtpall part ot our Belief in the holy 
Gholt ; viz. To Believe,that the Spirit which ſpake by the Apoſtles, 
and by which Believers cid ſpzak with tongues and work Miracles, 
was the very Spirit of God, even the holy Ghoſt, and not an evil de- 
ceiving Spirit, ( which they that athrm blaſpheme, theholy'Ghott : 
2nd conſequently that the many £lorious works and gifts of this Spi- 
rit, are an infallible ſeal to the Truth of the Teſtimony and Docrue 
of Chriſt. For you muſt note the order of each part of our Creed. 
The Father is to be Believed in as the firſt Cauſe and End of man ; 
and as bis Happineſs. The Son is to be Believed in as the only way-to 
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In-mentioningt] ts Ir ang working ( which becauſe 

they axe more undoubred Scripture terms, we put in ſtead of 7er,/- 

lians F Ou credentes agat | ) we make Belieyers the ſubject : Becauſe 
though faith it ſelf be the pitt of God, yet there is {5 mv ch greater 
and more eminent grace given atter faith, and on condition of belie- 
ving, then the Grace is which enableth us co beheve, that it is only 
the giving $f chat greater meaſure (and extraordinary Gilts) wh ich 
in the New Teſtament is uſually called the Givirg of che Spirit : For 

(as Mr Th. Hooker and others exprels it) the Spirit in working Faith 

doth but, as it were, make his way into the foul, and then dwelleth 

and worketh there afterwards; as ( faith he ) ſome Birds firſt make 
their way into a hard tree by ſtocking. a hole in it, and afterward 
make their neſts and lay their young there. Here notre well, that we 
thought meer betore we expreſſed the particular works of the Spirit 
in Believers, to mention firſt the relative change of their ttares, which 
in order goeth between their believing, and their further ſanctifica- 
tion : Theſe we have expreſled in four terms. The firſt in order is 
our conjunction to Chritt as our Head, called by Divines, our Union 
with him. The ſecond is our Memberſhip in the univerial Church 
which is his body. The third. is our Pardon or Juſtification. The 

rth is our Adoption: Where note 1. That wecall not theſe 

C 


Works of che Spirit ]. but put them in as in a Parentheſis, be- 
rween our beleving and the works of the indwelling Spirit. 2. Yet 
we chooſe put them in this part of our Protetiion then the 
former, becanſe a$no-man bath right to- theſe benefits but chrough 
Faith, fo though they are not the effects of that Faith { which the 
Sptritworketh ) ye are they confequents of it by vertue of Chriſts 
Promiſe or New Law ; and though taich be not the cauſe of them in 
ſtrict ſenſe, yet it1s-the condifion of..our Right in them. And there- 


fore. : 
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ing feel We the FI _ ort _ s | Further ag lame deferids 
the exerciſe of this ſanRificatioh : 2: -In F  rothef from which 
we are changed,: where we _— it neceflary to inhitite the Church, 
which hath alwaies in Baptiſm required a renouncing of the world; 
fleſh ard devil; and therefore ( Scripture making it neceſſaryto ſal- 
yation ) we hunk it requiſtre that this be in our Creed : Alſo we r4- 
ther E utin | Mortitying the fleſ, and overcoming the world and the 
devii ] then meect rly ſtriving as: and them, boch becauſe the firſt is 
the co mn 071 SCriprure language, ard becauſe i It1s not all itri\ ng, bug 
that which ends in overcoming :thatis ſaving. 2. As for the ſtate ro 
which (a:.ctitication brings us, we thought meet 1. To put down the 
manner and nature of the inclination it ſelf, in the. Anoltles words 
[ Zeal of good Work « ] left any ſhould think that the exte! -nall work 
1s «Il. And tor » the exerciſe Gt it, we Gittribute it according to th2 


Decalogue-: 1. Into fervi, ng God in holineſs, which hath cliet re- 
ſpect t: >the * it Table. 2. And in I by which we ſp2- 
cially mean the dutics of Pr ſecond Table. Yer we thouolit it ne- 
ceſſary to acde [the ſpecial love ofthe Saints, and communion with 
them, and che hope ot Chritts coming and Everlatt "g » Lite" [,0T as 


it we 'thou ght the Decalogue- extended not to thel: TP but becauſe 

Chriſt in the Goſpet bath in a firgular and eminent tort required 

them, and made them duties fo ſpecial ly Evangelical, and neceffarv 

in particular : and the ancient Creed had [the Communion ol Satits ] 
- which therefore we ought not to leave our. 

Note alſo, that thoug h Faith, Love and Obedience .be mentioned. 

both in the ſecond part and in the third, yer it 1s no yamrepetition : 

For in the ſecond .patt they are mentioned, as they appertain ts 

Chritts Legiflauon and Judgement, and are required of man tn or- 
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der to his happineſs : but in che third part they are mentioned as 4 

actually conterred by the holy Ghott. $0 Everlak! ns Life 1s mctitt- * ©.) x 

oned in the firſt part,as given (quad jus) by the Promiſe. and as that Tis * 
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yY, and 4fo rhat when you promiſe 0 God, to takes 

his Word and Law: as your Rule, 2 Go hereby, that this Law 

muſt be ſtudied that” you may underſtand it : For how can it be the 

Rule of your Faith and Life which you underſtand nor, nor meditate 

on, that you may underſtandit > P/al.1.2,3. And therefore you 

may ſee, thatit is noTenough to learn this Creed or Profeſlion, but 

you mult ſtudy the Bible,whence this is taken. 

Eſpecially remember that it is here ſuppoſed that you underſtand 
the ren Commandements, which ſhew you what is your duty, and 
alſo the great Commands of the Goſpel, for Faith, Repentance, for- 
giving wrongs, loving the brethren, and loving enemies, cc. which 
Chritt hath eminently ſer his ſignature on. All this is implied alſo, 
in your Promiſe of ſincere Obedience. Allo the duties of hearing the 
Goſpel preached, of inſtruting your families, Dext.6.6. of conſtant 
and fervent Prayer, of the uſe of the Lords Supper, ec. are here 
implied : Thoſe that promiſe Obedience,and yet hve ungodly, with 
untaught, ungoverned prayerleſs families, and in the negle&t of 
known dures, do but aggravate their {ins by the addition of Promiſe- 
breaking. Jt is therefore very neceſſary that the Creed or Profeſſion of 
Faith, the ten Commandements, and the Lords Prayer ( Which « the Di- 

eftory for Prayer ) be learned of all men : and it 1s neceſſary that they 
underſtand the Doctrine of the Sacraments. 

As for the laſt ( our Conſent to particular Miniſters and Church- 
mem Pa). we bave given you thoſe Scriptures from whence you 
may ſee it proved, that ſuch a Conſent there muſt be ; though the 
particular places: and _ ( as is ſaid before ) are not there na- 
med, nor will any wiſe man expect chey ſhould. 

Fo conclude; I will tell you in a word more, what nfe we intend 
to make of this Profeſſion. 1. When any Infants are to be __ 
k, I ſhall 


—_ 


-” 


LY 
3 . * 
. %. 
: ' + 
: 
: | 
= ” . 


require of them an $f | 
Creed, and our larger 
ming ( now ) of-our Opagrogions, I ſhall defice. all to 
Proteſs the whole, and endeavourto fee that they competently un- 
deritand the ſenſe of thoſe words which they ſpeak. I will nor affirm 
every word in this Profeffion to be of abſolute Neceflity to Salvation. 
But 1 will ſay this, thatI know not many ( if any ) Doctrines in it, 
which I dare ſay a man may deny,and yet be ſaved ( among our ordi- 
nary hearers.) And we thought it far ſafer to put in a word more 
then is of abſo/nte Neceſlity ( feeing even that may be yet of inferior 
neceſlity,) then to leave out one word, which may prove of ſuch Ne- 
ceſſiry ; and ſo mens lalvation may be hazarded, by the not receiving 
it. Yet where it isclear that any word was not of abſolute Neceflity, 
we were very ſtudious of omitting it, deſiring much in a Creed all 
poſlible brevity, thac may not hazard mens ſouls. 4. Underſtand 
that for our Proteſlion of particular Church-memberſhip, and ſub- 
miſſion to our Guides, we intend never to offer it to our People, but 
this one time ( without ſome neceſlity which we do not foreſee ;) it 
being not matter to be ſo oft made uſe of : But the Profeflion of our 
Faith for Afent and Conſent, we ſhall frequently make uſe of, as is 
expreſſed. So mach for Explication. 
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Efides what is ſaid that way in the foregoing Explication of our” 

Agreement, I ſhall briefly anſwer ſuch Objections, as the ſeve-- 
rall differing parties may raiſe againk our courle,. and their joyning; 
with us. 
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be fit for « r Atociation,” and therefore will not argue the caſe with 
them, bur leave them to the Parliament for their reward, ſeeing the 
Parliament is efteemed- as their chief Lord and Maſter. If the Parlia- 
ments Licenſe or Toleration may ſerve all dividers for the executing 
of their deſignes againſt the Unity and Peace of the Church, and for 
ſetting up ot falſe waies, and yet will not ſerve theſe men ( without 
acommand) for Uniting and Reforming : Ir ſeems vthers are faſter 
friends to Satan and Hereſie, then they are to Chriſt and Verity. 

2. Others ( of the ſame neſt ) think that it is in vain to atrempt 
any thing wichout the Authority of the Magiſtrate, for people will 
but deſpiſe us, What will chey care tor our avoiding them? or who 
will avoid them at our perſwaſions? It will be but 52a»e fulmen, if 
the power of the Sword do not both prepare reſpect to it, and alſo 
ſecond it, 

I take theſe men alſo to be not only unworthy an anſwer, but un- 
worthy to be Miniſters of the Goſpel ; who have ſo baſe -an eſteem 
of the Goſpel, and the power which they have received; and dare 
think that it is ſuch a leaden or wooden Sword which Chriſt hath puc 
into their hands ; when both the Scriptures which they preach, and 
the Churches experience might have taught them that theſe ſpiritual 
weapons are powerfull and mighty 2? or if they prove at any ume in- 
fettuall, let them ſuſpect the ill managing of them. For ought I 
ow theſe men might as well on their own grounds give over 
keaching, till the Magiſtrate will torce men to Pray, Meditate, Be- 
and do every duty that they perſwade men to (were 
effectuall argument cailed Lacrwm.) What did the 

r lo ras. nr years, when Magiſtrates were 

Kd yer Diſcipline was acted in ſuch rigour, as would 
not now be enditred to be once attempted > Hath Chriſt given you 
the Keyes of the-Kingdom of Heaven, and cannot you uſe was 
* witnourt 
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3. Others ObjeR, that we Thall but diſturb and diſcompoſe our 
people, and occaſion - to hold off from joyning with us, and 
others to ſeparate when finde themſelves touched by our clo- 


ſer proceedings : and is it not betrer to let them go on in peace as 
they do? 7 

Anſ. 1. When the ſtrong man armed keeps the houſe, the things 
that he poſſeſleth are in peace. Satan maintains his intereſt in Seuls, 
and States and Churches, moſt effectyally, when he can ftabliſhir 
in peace. Moſt ſinners are quiet in the ſtate of fin, it you would let 
them alone and not difturb them. The houle that's fallen down, lieth 
ſtill; and will you not re-edifie it for fear of ftirring u> 2. Are our 
Congregations in a ſtate to be reſted in, or no > Thatis the Queſtion 
to be determined. And I prove that they are not : 1. Our people 
live in the conſtant practice of apparent fin, by having and holding 
Communion with thoſe, whoſe Communion the Scripture command» 
eth them to avoid. 2. This 1s become a Chureh-ſin, which is more 
hainous and dangerous then private and perſonall fins. 3. Miniſters 
live in conſtant apparent fin, not only in continuing the ſame Com- 
munion, but in neglecting ot a great part of their duty ; never-once 
acquainting the vileſt whoremaſter, drunkard, or other evil doer, of 
his duty to torbear Church-communion, and his danger in uſurping 
ir (I mean perſonaily, that he may apply it ; ) or never acquainting 
the Chursh with their duty ro avoid all familiarity and communion 
with that man, nor once requiring them to do it. 4. Hereby mut- 
rfrudes of evil doers are not only encouraged or hardened in finning, 
bur allo deluded to think their ſtate good enough for ſalvation, as 
long as they are admitted into Chrittian communion, or taken for 
Members ot the Church. 5. Hereby all the great neceſſary duties 
of private and open Reproot and Admonition are neglected alſo by 
our pcople : For when they ſee that they cannot proceed in it to tell 
the Church, that he may be admoniſhed by che Paſtors, they think it 
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diſown'the perſon; «qho1 neng us'y for this breaks tamilia- 
rity as well.as localFremovall.- 1f'I be:conftrained +0 eat private- 
ly,-wich a'drunkard (either:rhrough neceſtity.of hunger, or others 
violence, cc.) I break not Paxls precept | With ſuch a one no not ti 
eat, Ji I do bur declare that I renounce communion or tamiliarity 
with him. Burt when we do not our duty the caſe is otherwiſe. 
8. Hereby many Mini[ters ( that do keep them from the Lords Sup- 
per, and do no more ) do give occalion tothe enemies ot the Mini- 
ſtry'to tay. we deal telt-contradiftingly ; to deny the Sacrament to 
thoſe whom we take tor Church-members, or ſiffer to continue 
Church-members ear atter year; and to whom we prant all other 
priviledges 0! Communion : Whenas we are as niuch bound to avoid 
all privace tamihiarity wich chem, and to require the Church co do the 
like. 9. Hereby we do bainoulſly reproach and diſhonour the Chri- 
ftian protefiion, by ſuffering obltinate rebels to go under the name 
of Chriſtians and Church-members. 10. Hereby we occaſion the 
infection of our Rocks, and the increaſe of wickedneſs, by keepin 
up the credit of the wicked, or keeping them trom that diſcredit pF 
Chriſt would have them undergo ; and by ſuffering good and bad to 
have equal tamiliarity, converſe and focitety ; and ſo a little leaven 
may leaven the whole lump. 11. Hereby we hinder the recovery 
of the wicked, which by Chriſts means of ſhaming them might be 
furthered. 12. Lafily, .Hereby we cauſe not only our Churches to 
be reproached, as having in them conftant drunkards, whoremon- 
gers, railers, ec. (nay we know not well, who is a member and who 
not ). butalſo mulcicudes of tender well-meaning Chriſtiar;s-to ſepa- 
rate trom-them, as common 1rnks ot all pollution. - Jr; »« becax/e We 
Will net make that meet and necej] ary ſeparation, Which Chriſt requireth 
regularly and awthoritatrvely as Guides of the Church, that ſo many ao 
make irregular finfull:ſeparations. The great tauktisin us, and we _w 
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More particularly, 1.- Some Brethren of the Claſſical! way may 
poſſibly Obje&, that joyning with us in this way, may ſeem to ſig- 
nifie a diſlike of the Reſolutions of the Aﬀembly, or a Conſent to 
the undoing of what they have done. An/. There is no ground for. 
this ſcruple : For we do not diſclaim or condemn the judgement:or 
way of any party, by taking up at preſent with what all are agreed 
in, A preſent forbearance of the ute of full Claſlicall Government, 
isno rejecting it, We did in this County ſeek for Authority from the 
Parliament many years ago, for the eſtabliſhing of the Presbyterian 
Government; and all our endeavours were truſtrate. And many 
Brethren that make this Objetion, do Preach themſelves without 
the exerciſe of the Presbyterian Government. For becauſe they live 
notin London, Lancaſhire, Shropſhire, where that Government was 
authorized by Parliament, theretore they wi}l not uſe it : And ſo ſome 
of them for many years have torborn all} adminittration of the Lords 
Supper, and others adminiſter it without any exerciſe of Diſcipline : 
7s job not we as lawtully exerciſe ſo much as all are agreed in, - as 
they may forbear all? ; 

Obj. But why may not you as well ſet up the Claſlicall Govern- 
ment punctually as do what you do? Arſ. Weare not all of one 
minde ; and thoſe of us that are for the Claflicall Government, do 
not think thole parts of it which we here omit and forbear, to be of 
ſo great necellicy or moment, as for the preſent uſe of it, to disjoyn 
ana divide from all our Brethren of a different Judgement. We take 
vur ſelves bound to do much for the Unity and Peace of the Church- 
es: Belides, being many of us at a loſle in ſeveral controverted 
Points of Diſcipline, we think the Amicable Union and Aſſociation 
of Brethren, where all things may be frequently and plainly debated, 
w:il be the likelieft way to fatisfie and reifie us in thoſe controver- 
red Points. In the mean time, you may joyn with us in going ſo far 
as we can go Unanimoully, without dilclaiming, yea or forbearing 
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And whereas it may be 
ſter to name offendors,-and to chary ©}, ot 
to avoid Coramunion with them; which only a-Pr: 
rized to do, I anſwer, -1.Wedefire each Church may 
xery.,and then we are agreed. © 2. The Brethren of the Claſlicall Way 
do allow a {ingle Paſtor to pronounce the ſentence of Excommuni- 
cation it ſelf, fo be it he have the advice and conſent of a Presbytery. 
And to avoid all poſlibility of breach upon this ground, we have a- 
Sreed to take the advice of the Aſſociation of Miniſters, before we 
require the people to avoid Communion with any. Only we reſolve 
not to do this all oa the ſame reaſons and principles : One may think 
it of flat neceſſity in a Regimentall way : Another may think it of 
neceſlity in a way of Union : Another may think it convenient to 
avoid miſcarriages and raſh cenfures in ſo weighty a caſe : Another 
may think it fit to be yielded to, for Peace with thoſe Brethren that 
judge it neceſfary, ſeeing it is unqueſtionably lawfull ro take adyice 
m caſes of ſuch weight. And why muſt we needs agree in our Res- 
ſons, as long as we agree in our practice? 3. It is only a Preaching 
power that we exereile, applying Chriſts doctrine to particular per- 
ſons and caſes : ſuppoſing the evidence of the fact and puilt to be be- 

ound queſtion, we do but apply the word to the perſon hereupon. 

he Word faith that with ſuch we muſt not eat, we muſt not bid them 
Good ſpeed, we muſt turn away from them, cc. ] Now I have neigh- 
bours that go mad-drunk about the ſtreets ſometime once a week, 
ſometime onee in three daies, ſometime but once a fortnight ; Where 
hath God made it the prerogative of a Presbytery to name this man 
openly? or to fay,With ſuch a man you muſt not eat? ] Or if F have 
a neighbour that would openly pertwade others that Scripture is a 
fable and no Word of God ; Why may not I ſay, | Bid him not good 
ſpeed. ] Have not Paſtors a charge of particular fouls, but only of 
people in general 2 Is not the Old Teſtament and New full of exam- 
ples.to warrant us in this? Take heed of crying-down duty, under 
pretence of queſtioning Avthority. If arlingle Paſtor ( that hath no 
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cauſe I cannot anſwer or. - without nammg him, or 
perſonally applying my Coke 10 6 him. And then it ſeems a Mini- 
iter may not out of the Pulpit name or deſcribe any particular offen- 
dors openly, either in the Church or elſewhere : For the Pulpit 
makes not the difference ( nor have we agreed there to Co it.) What 
a deal of unſcriptural invention is here? tending to the overthrow 
of all Miniſterial power and duty. For if you "will prove that: one 
man may not name or pariicularize a finner in reproot in publique, I 
will prove by the ſame reaton that he may not as a Miniſter do i leſs 
publiquely before any witnefles ; nor yet may perſwade fuch parti- 
cular perſons to believe in Jelus Chritt ; which Pax/ durſt do toa 
Felix or Agrippa. 

Obj. But the offended Brother” is bid | Tell rhe Church} and not 
Tell a particujar Miniſter. And it1is the Church: that he isto hear. 
Anſ. And care you ſay, he mult nor hear a particular Miniſter 2 Sup- 
poſe it were granted you, that one Miniſter cannot be a Repreſenta- 
tive Church ( as you interpret this Text ) nor yet that it is the Con- 
gregation that 15 here meant; Doth it follow that becaule ulttimatly 
the offended perſon mult tell the Presbytery or Claſlis, that tchere- 
fore he muſt not tell a lingle Paſtor? or yet thata lingle Paſtor mult 
not without ſuch telling, take notice of open abominations in the 
ſtreets, nor perſonally reprove men? Thrult nothing on the Church 
without Scripture, It ſeems 1 may not £0 into the fireers tor eprove 
a railer, or part a frav, or reprehend the breakers of the Lords day 
becauſe it is a Claſſical or Epiſcopal prerogative to name men oPc aly. 
Whether Let offended in rebukins the $od-mites, will then be a hard 
queſtion : For its ike there was a greater Aſſembly then we have 
ordirarily at Worſhip : Andifa Paſtor May nCt «0 it, much le fs may 
any private man do it: and ſo farewell all brotherly open admonite 
en, by any bur a Clatlis or Biſhop. 

6b; Bur, atleaſt, one man may not ſit in Jndcement,nor examine 
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Let ine add this much of my own private Opinion (wherein all my | 
Brethren here agree not with me,) I confeſs I rake it for a very clear 
truch, that one ſingle Paſtor may not only do what we have agreed 
in, but may properly Excommunicate, and may Govern a Church, 
where there is no other Governour of that Church with him : Nay 
more then that, I tlunk he may and mult do all that we agree in ( in 
this point ) though there were a Presbytery in that Church, and the 
major Vote were againſt him. I would willingly give you my rea- 
ſons for theſe Aﬀertons; but only for fear leſt you ſhould think 
by my reaſon:ng tor them, that theſe were any part of our Apree- 
ment, or that our Propoſitions had any neceſſary dependance on 
theſe. 

I will ſay no more to any Objections that may poflibly be made | 
by my Brethren of the Clatlical way, becauſe I ftinde by experience 
it is needleſs ( if others be as thoſe with us,) For they are the for- 
wardeſt men to our Union and Aſſociation, of any others ( here.) 
The Lord grant the like ſpirit of Unity and Condeſcenſion in other 
Parts. 

As for the Objections that may be made by our Brethren of the 
Congregational way, | ſhall but couch them briefly. 

1. Some may Object, that tying our ſelves to the obſervation of 
Pariſh bounds, aiid one Mimiter not to receive Members from ano- 
thers Congregations, doth hinder the tree gathering of Churches,and 
may force a man to iubmit to a weak Mimtter, when he might have a 
better. 

Anſ. 1. Brethren! Would ou have Unity and Peace or no? It 
you would, muſt not you condeicend as tar as may be to others, - 
we 
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ty neceſſarily RN ; ofect 4 ati Je n >* Is hot natural capacity pre- 
requiſice to all daties or 2257 Can men'in the Countrey chat 
live in one Parrſh, do the offices and-enjoy the benefics of M:mbers 
many m lies from them, beyond their Capacir\ ? &. Is it nor ht thar 
bounds for order and divifion ſhovid be tec 2 A: :d may not the Ma- 
£:1trate dou? And 1s 1t not Conc In molt Places, as we; Las you can 
delire> Ard where 1t 15 nor, but Pariſhes are either tO great or tO 
ſmall, get them amended as ſoon aS\ou can. Inthe mean time, at- 
fet not contuſion : turn not all order 1 nlide Gown ; God 1s nor the 
God of contutton, but ct order, _ Le would Lave eftabiifited in 
all che Churches. F. In the mean tine, | Pray You obterve hat \ OU 
may joyn with us 1n this wi —— ad:&ting or deer UNS VOUr OWN 
princip Wes. For itil ol; in each Pariſh to com- 
poſe a Church, and they bx all ag to k{2ep to the a'icient Bru So 
will you not contels ic law:iui? Yea very tic2 I know you will If 
there be not enovoh in one Þ, rithh, we _ anit ed to 121 WO roge- 
ther ; bur by content, t lad with the Aſſociati- 
on, and nor roo USL ately, lett Il be L & {111 l\ da! Qu n 1dviledly And cn 
you diſallow this 2 A: 1d 11 any par teuiat ' perton S [tVIt 19 1t n one Parith 
would be Members 01 the > url In another, we have 5 c "reed [Oo Cx 
amine the cate: 1. It that Par:th that he ves in, have = Minit 
or one as bad as none, or the perior produce a 1 juſt cauſe ot his. de- 
ſire, we agree to aunt lim, 2. It the perſon have n0 ſurFcient 
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cauſe, yet by conient ot the Niniftc rs ePboth Churches, we deny 
not but fuch a c2te mav be df; penled wi th (as1f a man lay, 1 can proG« 
fic more by a neigh bane er. | 3. Butii he ba 1eno jutt cavſe, 
and che) ou CO! nſent nor, Wwe e may RENTE {oulveto torbeat and retuſe 
tim, For . Miratters are Free-men 2s we!il 25 oh pPeDple. at 1 
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c Wi good of the Churches 
againſt any raans commodt ?"y. IFaltthe people m lawfully joyn 
chemlielyes with thar-Charch which hath the Ableſt Teacher, chen 
almoſt all che world muft go to a few men, - and leave the reft. Then 
Barnabas may be forſaken, if Pax. be the chief Speaker. 6. And 
then Able mens Churches will grow'to that bigneſs, that they will be 
no Churches, the Matter being too big for the End and Form. I 
would know this of you, May not you agree on a way to keep your 
own Churches trom ſwelling roo big? no doubt: and mutt too : 
ſome then mult be kept our. And may not you as honeftly and or- 
derly reſolve to keep out Members of another Pariſh, that are fitter 
by habitation to be Members of another Church, then to keep out 
the fit Members of your own Pariſh, that live among you? 7, It 
you may (as youdo) agree among your ſelves not to receive the 
Members ot another Church that unwarrantably forſake their Pattor, 
without his, conſeut; and this without any reterence to Pariſh- 
bounds ; why may you not better reſolve on the ſame courſe with 
reference to Pariſh-bourds,where you have two reaſons. The parties 
reaſons for removall ve ſuppoſe the ſame in both (as that he can bet- 
ter profit by another, cc.) 8.Yea if at preſent there be no reaſon to 
tear the over-greatnels of ſome Churches, or it chere were many 
* difcouragements in the Pariſhes they live 1n, "yet conſider that the 
time to come mult be reſpected, as well as the preſent; and you 
ſhould ſo contrive i: rather, that other Churches may in ſeaſon be 
bettered. 9. And Godath more means then Minifferial abilities 
to increaſe mens graces: He that keeps in Gods order under a mean- 
er honeſt Miniſter, is like to be a more humble, thriving Chrittian, 
then he that will break that order under pretence of edification. The 
Lord knows that I ſpeak againſt my own viſible carnal intereſts in all 
this: For] am perſwaded, if I would have gathered ſuch a Church 
out of other Pariſhes, I could have had {o many of the Profeſſors for 
many miles compals as would have mad? an over-numerous Church. 
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and where rebfewy PRey 50d: rk muſt de don, before 
our own. faving of fouls and propagation of the Goſpel, 
mult be "IS beſo jo mg 'Yea let me tell you my ob- 
ſervation ; The Comfort that Chriſtians have in a ſuffering, ſelf- 
denying courle of doing good, is afſurer and more ſtable Comforr 
then that which 15 drawn trom the ſpecial advantages of Ordinances. 
That man that lives among a company of popr ignorant ſouls, and 
will fer himſelf night and day refolvedly and unweariedly to teach 
them, periwade them and win them to Chriit, till he have bettered 
the imperfect Church where he is, ſhall uſually be a iaan of folid fet- 
= peace : When he that taith [ Theſe are Carnal, Heathens, Wiek- 

 Thrs s a \veak. Miniſtry ; [ will go joyn my ſelf to ſuch ax cxcellent 
Miniſter and Church, and let them alone} this man will likely be ſoon 
ſadded with his new comforts, and weary of his pretious Ordi- 
nances, and be as ready to vilitie them and turn to ſome other ; ull 
in this diforder he have run himſelt out of breath, it not out of all 
appearance of Grace. 
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2. Obj. But it may de odjetiol that by our propounding our 
Profeflion ro All our Pariſhes, either as being already Church-mem- 
bers, or at leaſt to be admitted, we ſhall take 1n all the untic again, 
and make but a meer fhew of Reformation ; tor they will all take and 
make this Profeſhon, and fo be as they were before. 

I confels | hear ſome make this Objection ; but any conſiderate 
man of competent reaſon , may ſee how proundlels it 15. For 

. Though we offer Chriſt and Church-mem derſhip with'him, to all, 
_ we do not admit all to be Churck-members : For we admit nor 
chem that either refuſe Chriſt or refuſe to be Members on his terms. 
Nor do we admit all that will make this Proteſlion barely with the 
rongue : For we have agreed, for thoſe that underſtand not the 
Foundations, ro Catechiſe them rſt : And thoſe that are notorious 
or proved ſcandalous ſinners, we fhall > require their ſerious Pro= 
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Church, then Chrift had that pucchaſegitwenh bis blood> Y 01! fa, 


Men may profeſs all this. by rote aforth.. Tanfwer, 1. Blcſs Ge 
if Truth have ſo much friend{ipasco be profeſſed :- I know many 
Profeſſors that were contemprnouſly unthankfull for this mercy_wlc 4 
have notſo much letr themſelves as a bare proteition of the Fenda- 
mentals, bur are given up to the open denial ot them, and to prote!s 
oppoſinontothem. Ir would be taken tor a mercy in /z4i.2, ea mm 
ltaly or Spam, yea in France, it all could but be brought to an ONen 
Nrofeſiion of Geds pure Truth, though with moſt it were but forma! 
2. But I would know how you will do to know mens hearts > W11l 
you require an account of the manner of their converſion > Alas. 
you require them but to delude you, or themſelves, or to do 4nmm- 
poſlibiliry. May not any man of knowledge tell a fair tale of conver- 
flon that never hadit ? Is there not many a thouſand Chriſtians that 
never knew the time or manner of their converſion 2 And are there 
not many that do know much of the workings of Gods Spirit on their 
hearts, that have not words of their own to utter it ? If you ſav,you 
wonld hear them give ſome teſtimony or 11gnes, at lealt as at Orc 
ſent, ofthe work of Grace on them ; I anſwer, What better l1gnes 
can they give you then our Proteſtion doth contain ? Sure I am,there 
is the true deſcription of a Chriſtian : I have lateiy'feen a Book ot the 
experiences of Church-members given in (its like not all at the firi} 
admitcance, and its like made-'the bett-of ) but yet T am ſure ſadly 
defective to an underttanding eye (many of them.) Pretend not to 
rgorethen your part in ſearching mens hearts. Jf you ſay, Theſe 
are. but words-put into their mouthes. I anſwer, 1. Prove that they 
come not from the heart if you can. - 2. And are not the words of 
yaur '-Charch-members learned before ' hand > Some body taught 
them; or they-could not expreſs their mindes. | 
' 34 Doubcleſs.our way is full as {trict as we can finde any Scripture 
toWwarrantus ; (and 'we again defire you if you will go further, to 
prove 
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princip Slee do evilige, — ras +), fode ir the execy- 
tion be but enfoerthins And th 47 pipe Garn that manage 
the work, and not ſo mach on the rinctples. 

4. I pray you obſerve how eafte Chriſt is in Scripture in admit- 
ting men to him, and taking Members into his Church, the Acts of 
the Apottles throughout will tell you : How ſuddenly after conver- 
lion they were baptized, even thouſands. But with thoſe that are 
in his Church Chriſt is more ſtrict, and requireth that their lives be 
anſixerable to their Profeſlion. At firſt he admitteth them withour 
any turther triall, the ſame day that they protels Repentance and 
Faich : Bur afterwards he will caft rem out again, if they deny him 
by their works. It therefore you cannot blame us, in our Propoſi- 
10:35 for caſting out the ſcandalous ; you have lets reaſon to blame 
us for want of ttri&ne in the admitiion. Remember alfo the tree- 
nels of Grace; and let not your Pulpit ſound with the name of free- 
Grace, when your practice contradicteth it, by ſhutting the door 
ag; inſt thoſe that offer to come in on Ckriſts own terms. 1f Chriſt 
queſtion you for this, it will be but a cold anſwer to lay, Lord, we 
could not perceive e that they ſpoke {incerely.] For you mult prove 
the contrary before you exclude him. All that ever I could hear to 
the contrary was but this much, All men mutt prove their claim to 
priviledges, and not put another to diſprove it. To which I ſay, 
Suppote chat rule had no exceptions ; They prove it thus {| I am en- 
gaged to Chriſt by my Bapuſmal Covenant; I ſtand to that Covenant, 
believing what 15 mentioned in this Proteilion, and contenting to 
what is here mentioned ; therefore I expect the Church kv 
of a Chrittian. ] When he hath thus laid his claim; ard ſhewed his 
Title, you mult have ſomething to prove it inſufficient, or you muſt 
not dare to deny him his priviledge. If you can prove that there is 
no probability that he is ſincere in this Proteflion, it muſt be either 
trom his grols 1gnorance of the meaning of the words which he ut- 
tereth, or elſe by his wicked life ; in both which cafes we agree with 
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over” Cy _ 4-1. H-that is weak. 
1n the faith reerwons; 1 Sn AE DEPetarionr. See Gal.6.1,>,: 
Remember how oft C htiſt was* Kcuedtor being a friend or comp- 
nion to publicans.and ſinnersF and by whom he was fo acuiifed > 
and how oft he ſhewed lenity, and how ſeldom feverity > and how 
dreadfully he judgeth raſh Judgers> and how unmeet it is that the 
{ſervant ſhould be ttricter in keeping out, then the Matter is and 
that man ſhould pretend to be more rrghteous then God. Remem- 
ber alſo that good Chriſtians muſt have a great deſire of the largene(s 
as well as of the purity of Chriſts Charch. Of thirty parts which 
the world may be divided into, nineteen are faid to be Pagan-Idola- 
ters, and !ix parts Mahometans, and but hive parts Chriſtians. And 
of theſe Chrittians, when you have counted, the Abatlines, the 
Greeks, the Papifts, of all which (with the other tmaller partes, as 
che Copies, the Jacobines, & c.) itts hard to ſay which are the more 
zgnorant and cefective ; how lew are the Reformed Churches! And 
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-»i/4oth it beſcem you with this poor handtull to go ſo neer the quick, 


and to pare away more then Chriſt alloweth you > One {even years 
converſe with Indians and Turks, would make ſome men more cha. 
rtable ro weaker common Proteltants winle they lived. Above all 
take heed (in the Name of Chriſt I warn you) that you be not cruel 
to Chris Lambs : that you ſhut not them out for want.of meer 
words. Experience hath aſcertained me, that there are Chriſtians 
that are much with God, powerfull in lecret grones and ſtrivings, 
and do underſtand the ſubſtance of the Fundamentals and much more. 
nay that are very able to help the ignorant, and great promoters ot 
Gods work in their places; who yet are not able to £1ve a Miniſter 
or underſtanding friend any conſiderable account of their faith : 
Partly through baſhfulneſs, but moſt through ſome ſecret natural 
unreadineſs of ſpeech, and diſability to expreſs their mindes. Take 
heed what you do with poor ignorant men and women. that live well, 
and ſhew a fear of offencling God. He that gently drives and carri- 
eth his Lambs in his arms, will not thank you for ſhutting them. our 
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our under-valuing poor weak Chriſtians,thar want rhem ;-and yer are 
2s loth to ſin as-others. £41 . 


| the people, Ianſwereditin the Explication of the Propoſitions: We 

vive them the ſumme of whatall moderate men deſire, in giving them 

a ludgement of Diſcretion, and freedom from all humane inilaving 

ot conſcience. It any wil needs have them be alſo Church-Gover- 

nours by the ajzcr Vote, there is no poſſibility of Union with thoſe 

; that hold ſuch ſandy Principles, directly deſtructive to the very Being 
of true Poltuc al Churches and Gov ernmentr. 
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The next Objectors that I have to deal with, are our Brethren of 
the Epiſcopal Way ; whoſe diſſent I am readier to expect then others; 
not ſo much from the diſtance of Principles, as from other accidental 
diſadvantages which I toreſee. 

The Objectrons which our vulgar hearers of that Judgement do 
make, are partly occationed from cuſtom, partly from the ſuggeſti- 
ons of Learned men of that Way, who alſo confirm them in the for- 
mer. And therefore I muſt here ſpeak firſt to the people, and then to 
thoſe Learned men that prevail with them. 

Very many of the people that ſtick moſt reſolutely to that party 
and choſe waies ( of my acquaintance, ) are ſuch as we cannot admit 
to Communion with us, till they ſhall openly profeſs their Reper- 
tance of their drunkenneſs, lwearing, ſcorning at Godlineis, &c. 
which they are notoriouſly guitty of : Theſe I will not ſtand to diſ- 
pute with about Ceremotes, they having greater marters firſt to 
diſpatch. ButI am not fo uncharitable or cenſorious as toimagine, 
that none are tender conicienc't, Pious and Judicious, that may yec 
need ſatisfaRton in the tollowing points. To ſuch therefore I ſhall 
firit ſpeak. 

The Objections which 1 have great reaſon: to foreſee will be here 
raiſed, are thele.three. . 1. That we doin our Agreementin the tenth 
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As for the Objection about our denying Church-Government to ,77,. c 
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roc Miniſter \ #nd-therafore” #15 gnlawhul!-to acknowledge us as 
| Paſtors, or to joy with our Churches s Members. 3. T at they 
| cannot in conſcience joyn with \us; unte(s they may before-hand be 
if | aſſured, that they may have the Sacrament kneeling, and the Litur- 
qt gie uſed as formerly it hath been. I ſhall anſwer thele three Qbjecti- 
ons in order. 

'4 To the firſt I anſwer : 1. They may as well ſay that Preaching and 
o& | Paſtoral overſight is proper to the Biſhop ( which tome do not itick 
| to do) for no Word of God or common reaſon reſtrains that Paitor 
from particular applications, who hath Authority tor general ones. 
Is there greater Authority requiſite for ſpeaking to one man, then 
to a thouſand ? or for doing wn which in ſome caſes every private 
man may do (tell his Brother of his (in, and tell the Church of him 
if he reform not ) then for the reſt of the Minitterial work? It a prt- 
: yate man may betore others reprove him as a private man, may not I 
id | before others reprove him Authoritatively as a Miniſter ? ] would 
know whether it be all perſonal, open Applications that you forbid a 
Paſtor > or only this one ? It all, then you ſhew us indeed what the 
, fruit of your kinde ot Epilcopacy would be : how it would overthrow | 
; the very Office and Work ot the Miniſtry, and not allow a Miniſter 
ih to reprove or exhort a man, as his caſe requirech. If a man fall a 
ſwearing in the Church when I am Preaching, I may not as a Miniſter 
rebuke -- ? I have read of times when Biſhops did arrogate Preach- 
4 ing as their ſole prerogative ( except ſometimes when they ſaw good 
4 to permit a Presbyter to Preach extraordinarily :) but I never read ' 
of any that forbad them all open perſonall Applications. I ſuppoſe 
therefore that you will not affirm this. AndifI may apply other 

truths to the conſciences of my people, then why not this > Is it be- 

cauſe of the nature of the thing 2 or trom any limitation of my Power | 
in Gods Word ? Prove either it you can. May I not by way of ex- 
hertation ſay toa Drunkard | I intreat you in the Name of Chriſt 
to be ſober, and forſake your ſin? ] Why may notI then ſay [ Chriſt 
bath threatned damnation to you, except you repent ] and [| The 
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fame Amory” equate Bev" obey char command, 1 Cor. 5.11. A 
But now I have Written to' you wet to keep company, If any man that is 
called a Brother be a fornicator, or coveteus, or in Iac! ater, or a Railer, 
or 4 drunkard,; or an extortioner, With ſuch a one no net to et 4 Or that 
n 2 {ch.10,1 1. If there come any unto you, and brin 7 nt this doftrine, 
FOCee him rot into your houſe, neither bid him. G ” bee {. For } xe that 
btaacth him, Go { [Pe 'Y l, Ls partak; r of h: is OT 4] deeds. J And that p - T hel. 
6.14,15. Now We commana Yau Brethren in the N ame of our Lord 
Peſws Chriſt, that ye Withdraw your ſelves from every Brother that Watk- 
th ai/ orderly. and not after the T radi ion Whic h he received of Hs. And 
tf any man obey not our Word by this Epiſtle, note that man, and have 
"9 company \V ith him, that he may be aſhamed. Yet count him not as an 
enemy but admoniſh him as a Brother. ] May not Miniſters require their 
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people! in particular caſes to obey thele precepts ? 
Nay, may not, nay myſt not our people obey theſe precepts 
hd we require them or not? vea though we forbid them ? Elſe 
God ſhall be no God, without the Biſhops liceufſe. You cannot lay 


therefore that we may not apply thele Precepts to particular perſons 
and caſes, for our people mutt apply them, or elſe they cannot 
obey them. Peruſe them and judge fo, Rom. 16. 17. with many 
rhe like. 

3. ts1tnot the doctrine of the Biſhops themſelves that Presbyters 
may Rule, Guide, and Overſee the people ; but that Biſhops muſt |; 
' Rule, and Overſee the Presbyters 2 So that this is the main difference is 

that they make of the Offices in degrees, in point of Jurildiaion, | 

that both are Overſeers, bur one of the people. the other of Paſtors * 

\V hy then may not we be allowed the Guidance, Rule and Overſight 
of our people ? 

4. They that diſtinguiſh berween the Key of order and the Key of 
Juriſdiction, do without queſtion aflow che formet to the Pr esbyters. 
Now the Key of order ( as rightly underſtood," is Spdlatenſ;s hath 
largely opened ir) comprehendecf' all that* pow er Whereby we do 
immedt- 
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. It ſeerns they dn,” would" ha: * God 
work undone, if there be not &do it. Men muſt not- 
cold openly of their ſinand Jange Euty, nor the Church be * 
of their duty in avoiding the ſcandalons, except Biſhops do it. Wo 
then to all thoſe Nations and Churches that have no Biſhops, and 
wo to thoſe Churches where the Biſhop will nor do it ; and ſpecially 
where he will rather countenance the {inner, and (ilence or baniſh 
the Preacher that would reform them. More ſhall be ſaid anon to this 
Objection. 


ee 


2. To the ſecond Objection ( That we are no true Churches or 
Minifters, ec.) I anſwer, 1. I muſt here neceſſarily give notice to 
alt that ſhall reade theſe Papers, what kinde of men they be that I 
have to deal with in this. | 

There are in Exg/and two ſorts of Epiſcopal Divines. The one 
ſort are Proteſtants, differing in nothing conſ1derable from the reſt 
of the Reformed Churches, fave only in this matter of Church-Go- 
yernment. Theſe ( ifthey be not ignorant, ungodly, negligent, in- 
ſufficient, ) I ſhall heartily reverence and debire their Union : And 
many of them the Church hath had, and yet hath, with whom 1 ac- 
count my ſelf unworthy to be once named : Such as were fewel, 
Davenant,. and many more formerly ; and ſuch as are A. B. Uſher, 
B. Hall, B. Morton, D* Sanderſon and many more at this day. I am 
very confident that we have not in our Propoſitions agreed on any 
exerciſe of Diſcipline, which is not agreeable to the Principles of 
Proteſtant Biſhops to grant us ; nay which Papiſts do not vecy many 
of them allow, where no Biſhops are. If therefore any of you that 
are our hearers, being not able to maintain your own conceits, or 
objeRtions againſt us, will fly ro the Authority of Epiſcopal Divines ; 
we muſt intreat you to go to the Writings of Proteſtants only ; and 
if you will enquire of any now living, let them be ſuch as our old god- 
ly Proteſtant Biſhops were : Or elſe I muſt tell you we neither _ 
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whom I mean. The French are more moderate Papiſts then the Spa- 


niards and Italians are : Eſpecially as to the points of the Popes In- 
fallibility, and his power over a General Council; and many ofthem 
deny molt of his Power over the Churches and Biſhops of other Nas 
tions. Since the mixture of the Engl and French blood, there have 
been ſtrong endeavours afoot to make thele two Nations of one Re- 
ligion, and that muſt be the moderate Caſſandrian Popery. What 
agitations have been among our Superioursto that end, I will not 
once preſume to meddle with : But ( to ſpeak of Scholars whom 
Scholars may be bolder with as being fitter Judges of -their waies 
which thetr Writings do diſcover ) one of the firſt and moſt famous 
Trumpets that ſounded a retreat to the Chriſtian world, to return 
(on thele terms) to Rome, was H.Gretins, a man of great reading, 
much Learning, and a mighty Judgement to improve it; but being 
impriſoned in his Country for his actions for the Arminians in the 
great ſtirres that were then a toor, and having eſcaped (heing carri- 
edoutina Trunk) was made the Swedi/h Antbatſador with the King 
of France. This exaſperated Learned man, by bis reſidence in France, 
did both lie open the more to the recepiion of impreſiions from the 
Jeſuites, who were his great familiars, and alſo had the fairer oppor- 
unity among thoſe Papiſts of the more moderace fort, to proſecute 
his deſignes, for the reconciling of both parties ( Papiits and Prote- 
ſtants) ina Caſſanarian Popery. To this work he 1et himſelt with 
all his might, publiſhing Caſſanger's Conlultations with his Notes ; 
ſeeking to draw us up to the Council of Treat ( but not to the Opint- 
ons of their private Doctors.) Several Writings between him and 
Rivett, with paſſages in his Annotations do ſhew us what was his Re- 
ligion. This deſign had many favourites, of the better ſort of the 
Papilts, and the colder and more Ceremonial party of the Proteſtants. 
Fran. a Santti Clara,alias Davenport ( provincie Anglie FF. AMine- 
rum E xminifter Provincialss, Olim apud Dudcenſes Leftor Theol Tie 
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only 1 would deſire” you butimpurnnily-eo_reate the Articles that 
were in the beginning ofthe Parhament Twhi LF dnlbland 
and fuch others joyned with them?) preferred. by the Commons of 
England againſt B.zY/ren, B. Pierce, B.Goodman, with the reſt of them ; 
And obſerve how they all ſeemed Proteſtants, as long as the Warre 
was like to proſper tor them ; but ſince that is hopeleſs, how ealily 
Dr Yaxe, D* Baily, D* Geffe , with many more are turned Papiſts 
(of whom the Legends Lignea will give you an account :) But ſome 
had more wit then theſe, and think chey may do that Parcy more ſer- 
vice by ſtaying in England, under the names of Epiſcopal Divines, 
2 great deal then they can do by declaring themſelves Papitts: And 
therefore they rather chooſe yet ro make ule of theſe greater Advan- 
rages : AndI confeſs they have very many and very great: And I 
take my ſelf bound to proclaim to the Inthabitants of this Nation, this 
publique warning (that they may eſcape the danger if yerit be poſ- 
fible ;) and to te] them that he is {tark blinde that doth not fee fo 
ſtrong a deſign laid for the introduction of Popery, that. gives it a 
{trong probability of prevailing, if God do not wondertwlly blaſt ir. 
The fir{t parr of the Plot is, by blowing up the ſparks of allErreors 
and Hereſies, that onr Churches being divided, may become odious, 
and ſo men may be prepared tor a remove. «(The kineling of diffenti- 
ons and Warres between Proteſtants, ter God and the Authors look 
after ; I will nor meddle with that. k The next is an inceſſant endea- 
vour to infect all perſons, eſpecially thote in Power, Civil or Milita- 
ry, with the opinion of Libertiniſm, that all their doctrines may have 
Toleration and free vent, and their practices a free exerciſe. They 
will not yet openly ſhew themſelves till rheir expected® freedom 
be eſtabliſhed : but if once they were ſure of it, ſo that their open 
dealing would be no hazard to their Toleration, you ſhould have 
them as:bufily running into our Pulpits, 'or challenging the weaker 
Miniſters to Diſpure about che.tritth of our'Chuarch and\Religion, as: 
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erciſe pa line, ttt 2 *Chanech order : that fo 
they may re rell rhe more, we bave ao Chureb, no Government, exc. 
and that ſo by diviſion we may be difabled from oppoſing them ; and 
we may not obtain that ſtrength among our ſelves, nor that incerelt 
inthe people, which our U:ty and Unanim uy would afford us a- 
Sainit them. And therefore | know they will malice our Union tn 
this County. The fi:th, and not the leait part of che Plot 1s, to keep 
atoot a Pariy of Learned men, who'under the name of Epiſcopal 
Divines, may keep an intereit in the people, and partly draw them 
from Unity, and trom obeying their Paſtors, by pretending a ne- 
ceility of Epilco; Pacy and Ceremomes, and keeping open the breaches 
upon that occaſion mace ; and parily may in {ill into. them thoſe 
principles which may prepare them tor flat Popery. And I conteſs 
ics a great advantage that they have for this Work. For 1. Some 
of them are men ot ſo much Learnit 18 as may delerve much reſp ct. 
2. Some Minilters lately put 1n, are young, weak, and inciſcreet, 
and fit matter tor them to contemn, and modeſtly to make ſtep pping 
ſtones to their own reputation. 3. The Gentry that did with them 
adhere to rhe late King, are under fo much ſuffering in their Eftate, 
Repucation, Places oft Honour,c+c. that no man can wonder if their 
mindes be much exaſperated, and alienated trom thoſe Miniſters that 
were not of their Party (eſpecially when they have e weak 1njudicious 
men to be their Miniſters ) Nor ſhould any worder it they very 
much value and prefer thoſe Learned Divines chat were of their 
ſide :- And fo be ready to hear their Judgements befure others. 
4. And yet more mult it needs endcar them to the Gentry, in that 
they are their fellow-ſufferers in the ſame cauſe : many of then be- 
ing ſequeftred, and caſt our of their places, for the matcer ot the 
Warres: And all men naturally pity the ſuffering, but elpectall) Y 
their fellow-ſufferers. 1 ſcarcely know the thing in the world that 
more uniteth and endeareth men, then ſuffering together i in a caule 
K.2 which 
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name of Epiſcopal Divines, mult be" roments ro draw them 


from their preſent ſtatio them from their Mrnifters, 
and ſo to prepare them for the Church of Rome ; and then when the 
matter 1s ripe, they muſt deliver them all up co the Maſs-Prietts ; 
and wheri any publique Diſpurattons are abroad, they muſt give the 
Papilts the better, and paſs into their Camp. 

F do judge it ny duty to deſire all the people of Enolaxd, eſpecial- 
ly the Gentry, to diſcern the danger that they arein, and beware : 
and to be jealous leſt 'their diſcontents and paſſions ſhould betray 
their ſouls : and fo leſt they do themſelves more wrong then all their 
enemies ever did them. And do not think tharI cenſure you too 
uncharitably, in thinking you in ſo much danger of Popery. For 
you are but men : and it 15 no eatte matter to break through ſo many 
diſcontents, enticements, prejudices and other great remprations, 
which any man may ſee in your way : I ſee the nets are ftrons, and 
the fiſhes moſt of them weak, and therefore it is eaſie to propheſie 
whatis like to become of you, it God do not ſpeedily ſhew you the 
danger. Yea many of the more Learned Gentlemen of your own 
party, are lately awakened to I danger ; partly by the num- 
ber ot them that are already turned Papitts, and partly by the igdu- 
ftry of the Papiſts ro pervert the reft : And they do themſelves pub- 
fiſh ro the world, what a pack of notorious ignorant, filly ſouls, or 
wicked unclean perſons, thoſe are that are turned Papilts; fach as 
are no great credit to the Religion that they turn to. See the Au- 
thour of Legends Lignea, Mr Chliſenhall againtt D*® Vane, Mr Wa- 
therhowſe for Learning : all zealous men for Epiſcopacy ; And indeed 
this is a great part of the danger, that very many of the Gentry are 
ro this day, after «l| the warnings of Gods Judgements, ſo ſenſual 
and licentious, ſo prophane and deboiſt, ſpending almoſt all their 
time in drinking, hawking,, hunting, bowling, yea ſwearing and 
ether ungodly practices ( watiung that pretious time in vanity, which 
the 
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mercifulfrorhem; they are gove. He that will deliver men from evil, 
will have them pray, {2:40 pep tons, you ſhall have chem 


ere long inſinuating themſelves with you, if you be not tore-armed 
and reſolved. 

And among all others your greateſt danger will be from the Popiſh 
Divines, that lurk under the name of Epiſcopal. 

If you ask me how you ſhall know them to be ſuch. I anſwer, If 
they could be eaſily an id certai nly known, there were the leſs dang er 
of them. But you may lee mt ich in thi 5 One thing: All their W [i= 
tings or Diſcourſes do carry on the Rymaxe Inte rett. You __ tinde 
in thoſe of them that write of DoEtrinals or Devoticn, | The pl 2177 
footiteps of common Popery. I am loth to name men ; but could 
eaſily ſhew you a great deal of Popery in divers ſuch Books wh " , 
ſee much in Gentlemens hands, as written by an Epiſcopal Du 
And thoſe of them that write about Church-Goverrn 1ent, C0 quit ite 
forlake our Proteſtant Biſhops, a and carry on th O4C IrINCIPIE K by 
which they may prove the Proteſtant Churches to be no Churches ; 
nor our Miniſters any Minlters; ror our people true Chriſtians ; 
and which would necellicate US TO OO) ro Rogze for our Orders ; 
which we cannot have without being ſworn ſervants to the 
Pope. 

Thele are the men that I have now to deal with : for tletrs are the 
Odjections now to be anl{wered. 

They ſay we are no Miniſters, 1. Becauſe many were Ordain od by 
meer Presbyrers without Biſhops. 2. Others were bur the Pithons 
Curares, who were the ſole Paitors of Churches And io we have 
no Churches neither. For it can be no Political oroan;ed Church 


without Paſtors. And theretore cur peovic ſhould not lubumir co 
our Guidance, nor other Mintfiers atſocaicc wii us as with 
Paſtors. 


To this I now anſwer, 1. Itis manifeſt that the contrivers of thee 
Objections are not Proteſtants ( in this at leatt.) For 1. They &0 
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what our own Dominionsd« eb 

2. Nay hereby they anchurch all oſs Churches ata blow. For 
if they are no Miniſters,they can be no Organized Churches,no more 
en we. 

Hereby they would abfolve all the people of the Reformed 
"es in France, Holland, [1clvetia, Scotland,&c. from all obedi- 
ence to their Paltors as luc. 

4. Yea, Ithink, hereby they would unchriſten all the Reformed 
Chriſtitns in all theſe Nations. For they ſay ( that's their great ar- 
gument ) no man can give that whuch he never had : but Presþyrers 
never had power to Ordain : Theretore they cannot piveit: and 
Biſhops did not give it them. And will it not hold as ſtrongly [ Lay- 
men never had power given them to Baptize ; therefore they cannot 
give it to others, or exercile it themielves. ] Now if the Miniſters of 
the Reformed Clurches be no Min i[ters, but Lay»men, then prove 
where any power to Baptize is given them. It theſe thatI Diſpute 
with will ſhew themſelves openly to be Papiſts, and plead chat woe 
men or Lay-men may Baprtize in caie ot Necetlicy, I ſhall defire them 
co tell me, who gave them that power, and when, and by what ex- 
preſlions : > andthen we will compare a Presbyrters power to Ordain, 
with a Lay-mans power to Baprtize, and try wich them, which hath 
the clearer Commillion. In the mean time, It beſcems not me to 
ſpend ume on this Queſtion, while the whole Army of the Learned 
Proteſtant Divines ( Biſhops and others) who have written againſt 
the Papilts in this potar, remain 10 much unaniwered. 

5. Yea rene they would make the Praiſes, publique Worſhip, 
and Sacramental Adminittrations proper to the Miniſtry, to be all 
meer Nullities : and fo God hath no M:niſterial ſervice in any of our 
Churches! O happy Rome ! O miſerable Reformed Churches, if all 
or any of thus be true. 
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7. Andifour Princesbe ofthe ininde as alFReforming Princes hi- 
therto have been, to forbid all dependance on Keme, and ſecking thi- 
ther for Orders, as accounting it dangerous that their ſubjects ſhould 
have ſo mech dependance on forreign Powers, what ſhall we do for 
Ordination then ? 

8. It ſeems by theſe men, if theſe tew Biſhops were dead wirhout 
ſucceſſors, the Church of Chrilt, at leaſt in Ex n/1nd, were extinct. 
For if Rowe be a true Church ( hich 1 deny not, without diſtinCtt- 
on) yet it is eafle to prove that we may not la' xtully rake their Or- 
dination on their terms : and then it ſeems the Church of E noland x 
dependeth on theſe few men tor 1ts Being to the worlds end, 1n all E. 

, likelihood. O what a raſh thing it was to impr ion ren for "ny 
municating, Suſpending or Depriving, Centuri! Ng, Silencing, fifty CEA 
Godly paintull Miniſters in ewo years in Norwich Diocels, tor AOL Ges 
reading the Book for Dancing on the Lords daies, For uſing CONCcet- 
ved Prayer before and atter Sermon, For not reading the Service at 
the Alcar, and ſuch like : And tor expelling three thouſand perſons 
with their families into other Lands, by ſuch dealings, with many the 
like courſes ! How raſhly did they accuſe B. Pi:rce tor ſuch like pra- 
ctices, and putting down Minitters and Preaching, tilt he thanked 
God chat he had not a Lecture 1n his Diocels, alledging that though 
there was need of Preaching in the Intancy of the Church, yer now 
there was no ſuch need ; ſuſpending Miniſters for Preaching on Mar- 
ket daies ; : and did fo effec ctual! iy PUT down all atzergoon Sermons on 
the Lords dates, that he ſuſpended him chat Preached but a Fureral 
Sermon ; and put the Minitter co Penance that __ bur explain the 
Church Catechiſin, ſaying that was as bad as Pre-chung, and charg- 
ing them that they ask no Queſtions, nor receive any Anſwers from 
the people, but fuch as were contained in the Catechiſm in the Ser-- 
vice Book ;- and putting the- Church-Wardens to Penance for not 

Preſenung! 
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ther Z»2/4nd ſhall ever (in Whellhpod)_ kave Miners mor 
whether ever Chrift hall have a Ghurch in £»g/aud more 
Yea whether ever he ſhall have any Miniſterial Worſhip, or one 

rion Baptized into Chriſt ; it might have ſeemed more wit to have 

t them crucifie the preſent Church, then extinguiſh our hopes for 
ever. Now when honeſt B. Uſer, Hall, and one or two more are 
dead, the Parliament muſt go to the Tower to intreat theſe priſoners, 
chat Chriſt may once more have a Church in England; but if they 
prove as dogged as they were wont to be, the Church is extinct, 
there is no probable remedy ; our children cannot be Chriſtened 
again for ever,becauſe ao man without a Biſhop can Authoriſea Mi- 
niſter to do it. 

9. But ſuppoſe we could ſend to Preſter 7obn, and prevail with him 
for ſome Biſhops (when the vaſt Kingdom of N#4ia that was near- 
er him could not borrow ſome Preachers to fave the lite of gaſping 
Chriftianity, bur it was extinct for want of them ;) Yet, alas, 4. 
is it poſlible that we in Eng/and could be ture that their Biſhops were 
rightly Ordained, having their power from Generation to Genera» 
tion by a ſucceſſion of lawfully Ordained Biſhops? Yeait we could 
get ſome but from R«uſ#a or Conſtantinople, our difficulty were inſu- 
perable. Burl beleeve theſe Objectors would not have us to go ſo 
far, but rather ſtoop to Rowes conditions. 

10. But, have not Councils determined, That the Ordination ſhall 
be Null which a Biſhop makes out of his own Diocels ? Concil. Anti- 
ech.Can.13. © 22. andthen our cure is yet more difficult. 

11. Butwhat needI tell an Exg/;5 man that theſe Objectors are 
not ſons of the Church of Z»g/and, what ever they pretend, when 
the world knows that the Church of England took him to bea true 
Miniſter that was Ordained in France, Holland, Scotland, Geneva, 
Heidelberge, &c, by meer Presbyters without a Biſhop > The world 
knows that we did not Ordain thoſe again that were ſo Ordained ; no 
more thea we. baprized thoſe again that were there baptized. The 
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1. Doctor Feld the Learned Dean of Gleceſter in his 3. /5. of the 
Church, & c.39. handleth this very point of purpoſe againſt the Pa- 
piſts, whom he brings in thus arguing [' By this norte it is eaſie to 
prove that the Reformed Churches are not the true Churches of 
God. Itcan be no Church that hath no Minifter : and Cypy. ſaith, 
the Church is nothing elſe but Plebs Epiſcopo adunata. But amons the 
Proteſtants there is no Miniftry ; Therelore no Church. ] D*# Field 
anſwers [ The winor we deny, ec. ] Yea when they farther Object, 
p.155. [ Whatſoever may be ſaid of thoſe places where Biſhops did 
Ordain, yet in many other places none but Presbyters did impoſe 
hands, all which Ordinations are clearly void, and fo by conſequent 
many of the pretended Reformed Churches, as France,&c. have no 
Miniſtry at all. ] To this the Doctor anſwers at large : and diſtin- 
Suiſhing between 1. Election of the perſon. 2. Ordination in ge-= 
nerall to the Miniſtry. 3. The afligning to a man that -portion of 
Gods people, which he is to take care of, who mnſt be.diretted by him 
in things that pertain to the hope of ſalvation, he adds [This part- 
cular aſſignation giveth ro them that had only the power of order 
before, the power of Juriſdiction alſo, over the perſons of men.?} (Sa 
the Presbyters have power of Juriſdiction he thinks: ) Next he addes, 
[p-157. Whereby it is moſt evident that that wherein a -Biſho a 
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which when Gregory Biſhop/of. Rome would who 
there was ſo great exception; taken to him for it, that he left ic free 
again. And who knoweth nor, that all Presbyters in caſes of necel(l:- 
ty may abſolve and reconcile penitents; a thing in ordinary courſe 
appropriated unto Biſhops : And why not by the ſame reaſon Or- 
dain Presbyters and Deacons in caſes of like neceſlity ? for ſecing 
the cauſe why they are forbidden to do theſe acts is, becauſe to Bi- 
ſhops ordinarily the care of all Churches is committed, and to them 
in all reaſon the Ordination of ſuch as mult ſerve in the Church per- 
taineth, that have the chief care of the Church, and have Churches 
wherein to imploy them ; which only _— have as long as they 
retain their ſtanding ; and not Presbyters, being but Affiſtants to 
Biſhops in their Churches. It.chey become enemies to God and true 
Religion, in caſe of ſuch neceſlity, as the care of Government of the 
Church is devolved to the Presbyters remaining Catholique, and be- 
ing of a better ſpirit: ſo the duty of Ordaining ſuch as are to afliſt or 
ſucceed them in the Work of the Miniſtry, pertains to them likewiſe. 
For if the power of Order, and Authoriy to intermeddle in things 
pertaining © Gods ſervice, be the ſame in all Presbyters, and that 
they be limitegl in the execution of it, only far order ſake, ſo that in 
caſe of neceſlity every of them may baprize and confirm them whom 
they have baptized, abſolve and reconcile penitents, and do all thoſe 
other aRts, which regularly are appropriated unto the Biſhop alone ; 
there is no reaſon to be given, but that (in caſe of neceſlity, wherein 
all Biſhops were extinguiſhed by death, or being fallen into here- 
ſie, ſhould refuſe to Ordain any to ferve God in his true Wor- 
ſhip) Presbyters as they may (do all other acts, whatſoever ſpecial 
challenge Biſhops in ordinary courſe make unto them, might do 
this alſo. | 

Who then dare condemn all thoſe worthy Minifters of God thar 
were ordained by Presbyrers in ſundry Churches of the. world at fuch, 
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* Orders, anÞthir helOplinadenwats ble, though co of 
not being urged by extream neceſlity, cannor be exthfed trom over- 
great boldneſs mprion ;  heither ſhox it ſeem (6 Grange 
to our adverſaries that.the power of Ordination ſhould at ſome times 
be yielded unto Presbyters, ſeeing their Chorepi/cops,/auffragans or 
titular Biſhops that live in the Dioceſs and Churches ot other Bi- 
ſhops, and are no Bifhvps according to the old courſe of Diſcipline, 
do daily in: the Romiſh Church both Confirm children and give 
Orders. 

All that may be alledged out of Fathers for proef of the contrary, 
may be reduced to two heads. For firſt, whereas they make all ſuch 
Ordinations void as are made by Presbyters, it is to be underſtood 
according to the ſtrictnefs of the Canons in uſe in their time, and not 
abſolutely in the nature of the thing; which appears in that they 
Iikewiſe make all Ordinations ſize titz/s to be void : all Ordinations 
of Biſhops, ordained by fewer thenthree Biſhops with the Mecropo- 
litane : all Ordinations of Presbyters by Biſhops out of their own 
Churches without ſpecial leave : Whereas I am well aſſured the Ro- 
manifts will not pronounce any of theſe to be void, though the par- 
ties ſo doing are not excuſable trom all fault. Secondly, Their ſayings 
are tO be underſtood regularly not without exception of ſome ſpecial 
| caſes that may fall our. 
| Thus then we ſee the Obje&tion, which our adverſaries took to be 
| unanſ{werable, is abundantly anſwered out of the grounds of their 
| own Schoolmen, the opinion of many ſingularly learned amongſt 

them, and their own daily practice,in x to C horepiſcopt or Suffragans, 
as they call them, being not Biſhops, but only Presbyters whatſoever 
they pretend, and forbidden by all old Canons to meddle in Ordi- 
nacion, yet do daily with good allowance of the Roman Church, Or- 
dain Presbyters and Deacons, confirm (with impoſition of bands) 
thoſethat are baptized, and do all other Epiſcopal as whiles their 
great Biſhops Lord it like Princes in all temporal eafe and worldly 
bravery. 
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ther mens right. | Vo this we anfyts; arthe Church: is le void, 
cither by the death, r ion, deprivation, or the- peoples deſer- 
tion and forſaking bim that did precede : in fome places, our firlt Bi- 
ſhops and Paſtors found Churches void by death, in ſome by volun- 
tary relinquiſhment, in ſome by deprivation, and in ſome by deſer- 
tion, in that the people, or at leaſt that part of the people that adhe- 
red to the Catholtque verity who have power to chooſe their Paſtor, 
£0 admit the worthy and refuſe the unworthy, did forſake the for- 
mer that were Wolves and not Paſtors, and ſubmitted themſelves to 
thoſe of a better ſpirit. Of the three firtt kindes of voidance there can 
be no queſtion ; of this fourth there may : and therefore I will prove 
& by ſufficientautherity and ſtrength of reaſon. 

Cyprian, Cecilius, Polycarpw, and other Biſhops writing to the 
Clergy, and people of the Churches in Spain, whereof Baſilides and 
Martials were Biſhops, who fell in time of perſecution, denied the 
Faith, and defiled themſelves with idolatry, perſwade them to ſepa- 
rate themſelyes from thoſe Biſhops, ny 9s. re that the people 
being holy, Religious, fearing God, and obeying his Laws, may 
and ought to ſeparate themſelves from impious and wicked Biſhops, 
and not to communicate with thera in the matters of Gods ſervice, 
Quando ipſa plebs maxime habeat peteſtatem, vel eligends dignos ſacer- 
detes wel indignos recuſands ; that 1s, ſeeing the people have autho- 
rity to chooſe the worthy and refuſe the unworthy. And Occam to 
the ſame purpoſe ſaith on this ſort, $3 Papa & maxime celebres E- 
ps/copt incident in hereſin, ad Catbolices develuta eſt poteſt as omnis ju- 
dicaud;; If the Pope and the principall Biſhops of the Chriſtian 
world do fall to Hereſfie, the power of all Ecclefiaſticall judgement 
is devolved to the inferiour Clergy and people remaining Ca- 
tholique. | 
; This opinionof Cypries and the reſt, if our adverſaries (ball diſ- 
like or except againft, may cafily be confirmed by A—— of 
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that they make choſe 0: 0 be Ordaine: and ſet over them, if 
not by the concurrence of ſuch and ſo many, as the rictneſs of the 
Canon doth ordinarily require to concurre in Ordinations, yet by 
ſuch as in caſes of neceſſity, by all rules of equity are warrtanted tg 
perform the ſame. ] Thus far Dr Field. 

I finde tranſcribing will make theſe Papers more tedious then ] 
intended, and therefore I will forbear moſt of the reſt, which elſe I 
would oy 

2. The ſame Vindication of the Reformed Churches, and the Or- 
dination of their Miniſters without Biſhops, you may finde in that 
Learned Godly man, B. Downame, and that in his very Writings for 
Biſhops, the _ for Epiſcopacy that ever I ſaw (not excepting 
the late ones) and very pallionate againſt the oppolers of Epiſco- 
pacy. See his Conſecr.Serm. and Defence of it, /5.3.c.4. pag.108. In 
the laſt he writes thus : [ Our of a Chriſtian and clarks deſire £0 
preſerve the credit of ſuch Reformed Churches as have no Biſhops, 
I endeavoured to prevent the Objections of Papiſts, (mark who are 
the Objectors) whe reaſon thus againſt them : The right of Ordina- 
tion being peculiar to Biſhops, it tolloweth, that vhere is no Brſhop 
there is no Ordination : Where is no Ordination there are no Mini- 
ſters: Where are no Miniſters, there is no Church. I anſwered that 
although ordinary right of Ordination belongeth to Biſhops in the 
judgement of the ancient Church ; that yet it was not to be under- 
ſtood, as ſo appropriatiny it to them, as that extraordinarily, and 
em caſe of neceſliry it might not be lawtull for Presbyters to Ordain ; 
and much leſs teaching abſolutely a Nullity of the Ordination which 
is performed without a Biſhop, which Anſwer I contirmed by dirers 
Reaſons ( ſee them.) Whereunto I now adde, that there ſeemeth to 
be the like reaſons for the Impoſition of Hands, in Confirmation of 
the baprized, in the reconciliation of publique penitents, as in the 
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ive licenſe to him thacegmon: rBiſhop,to Ordain: $that he to whom 
Pach licenſe is given, have*thoſ& orders himſelf” which he would 
= to another. Summa Angelic. ordo: F.2. Tftherefore by the Popes 

cenſe a Presbyter may Ordain Presbyters, much better may a com- 
pany of Presbyters, ts whom in the .zYFaxt vf a Biſbop the cbarge of the 
Church i divolved, be authorized thereto by Neceſlity,which as they 
fay, hath no Law. ] So far B. Downame. 

3. B. fewellin his Defence of the Apol. ( authorized to be kept in 
all Churches ) Part 2. p.131. | Neither doth the Church of Exgland 
depend on them whom you ſo often call Apoſtates, as if our Church 
were no Church without them. They are no Apoltates Mr H. ec. 
Notwithſtanding if there were not one, neither of them, nor of us, 
left alive, yet would not therefore the whole Church of Zxgland 
flee to Lovaine. Tertullian ſaith, Nonne & Laics Sacerdotes [umn ? 
Scriptum eſt, Regnum quoque  Sacerdotes Deo C Patri ſmo nos fect : 
Differentiam inter ordinem & plebem conſtutuit Eccleſie Anthoritas, 
& henos per ordinss conſeſſum ſanttificatus a Deo. Vbi Eccleſiaſtici or- 
dinks nou eft conſeſſus, & offert, & tingit Sacerdos qui eſt ibs ſolus. Sed 
& ubi tres ſunt, Eccleſia et, licet Laics. ] See more of Biſhop fewels 
minde, Part 3. p.346. & p.2.c.3. Div.5. p.109,110,111. & c.9.Diviſ. 
I. and his Serm. on Hag. 1. and againſt their doctrine of ſucceſſion, 
p.2.c.5.Diwi/.1.pag. (mi) 127,128,129. So much for him. 

4. Learned Saravia, de drverſ. Miniſtr. gradib. cap.2.pag.10,11. 

5. Biſhop Aly in his poor mans Library, Prelef.6. & Preletft.;. 

-95 ,96. 
_ 6. Biſhop P:/kintor in his Treat. of the burning of Pax/s Church, 
and on Hag.c.1. ver.1,2,3.t0 14.c.2.v.1.t0 11. and on Abdaas Or 
Obadiah v.78. 

7. Biſhop Bridges for Supremacy, pag.359, to 364. 

8. Biſhop Biſon in his Difference between Chriſtcan ſubjection 
and unchriſtian Rebellion, pag.540,541,542. Part 3. & paſſin, pag. 
233,234- 9. Alex. 
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C'um hoc ipſum inter ſcholaſticos Altiſiodorenſis jam pridem conceſſerit. 
Nimirum ea que wietius cauſa obſervantur, exceptiones ſuas habent. 
Lnomodain verters Concilio Carthag.in cauſa neceſſitatus Preſpyterss con- 
ceditur reconciliare penitentes : CF alibs manus imponere baptizatrs, 
Dein ut ſupra diximus, dubium an Epijcoprs, an Preſbyteris mers, 
propriores fint Preſbyteri , qui nec ſub |e Preſhyteros , nec /upra 
ſe Epiſcopum habent. Nam & de T imothao ita argumentatur Ambre 
firs |_ Qui ante ſe alterum non habebat, Epijcopus erat. ] Nimirn ms 
(ut + Republica, ſumamus exemplum.) Multa licent ſenatus Regem- 
non habenti, que ſenatui ſub Rege conſtituto non licent : Via ſenatuns 
fine Rege, quaſi eft Rex. 3. Hoc aſſerams : Non leves f;uiſſe can 45 cur 
hoc ſeculo nonnulls in locs Epiſcoparns certe aa rempres aliquod omitte= 
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cnraverint, nt fic quidem tamen cltuniniant effgerient : Dnid non au- 
dituri, ſi dettrine mutatio conjuntta faiſſet cum majoris gradus adepti- 
one? Adjiciam unam inſuper canſam Cnr initio repargationss non adme- 
dam neceſſarins fuerit Epiſcopatus. E xcitarat Deus preſtantes vires, 
ſummo ingenio, ſumma ergditione, nec minore tam apud os, quam apud 
vicinos anthoritate pollentes, pancos quidem namero, ſed qni plarimis 
negotits ſuftinendss pares eſſent : horum ſumma apud omnes exiſtimatia, 
farile ſupplevit quod ab Epiſcopatu deerat. Et (ji cum Lanchio verum 
volumus agnoſcere ) reipſa null mags Epiſcops fuere, quan illi ipſi 
quorum ( quamv hoc non agentium ) anthoritas ad oppugnandums 
aſque Epiſcopatum valuit,&c.] Et p.367. | Exercitium ergo clavi- 
»m, C& jm abſolvendi penitentes ex omnium patrum ſententia ſolts comp 
petunt Sacerdotibus, hoc eft, Preſbyterss verbi & Sacramentorum de- 
Poſitariis. Yea in favour of Lay-Elders he afferteth ( having argued 
chem not to be of Divine Inſtitution, yet) 1. That they may be law- 
fully inſtituted by Soveraigns, or by the Church on their permiſſion. 
2. That it may be proved by Scripture that this Inſtitution is not 
diſpleaſing ro God. 3. That there are examples in pious Antiquity, 
either of this ſame way, or one very near it. 4. That itisno con- 
remptible benefir, that by theſe Elders may be received. Burt theſe 
eo exerciſe their Office with ſeveral cautions : 1. Not claiming In- 
ſtirution by Divine precept. 2. Not uſarping any of the power of 
the Keyes, nor of Excommunication, further then Excommunica- 
tion belongeth to the people (executively.) 3. Thatthe men be not 
unmeer. 4.Exerciſing no externall Juriſdiction but by publique L aw. 
5. Standing as mutable. Thus far Grotza. 

To all theſe let me adde two Epiſcopal Gentlemen, that you ma 
ſee the difference between Epiſcopal Proteſtants and Epiſcopal ſecret 
Caſſandrian Papifts, Lb 

The 
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he ſaith #4] At ens dai "Blogs 
For a, a fy. hy ofa yes near at one tirne, that none 
were left Ordained by them 2 Shall not the'Presbytery make Biſhops? 
They have Right to the Keyes ; which are called C/aves Eccleſie, nom - 
Epi/coporum : and they are the remaining Pillars of the Church, and 
| certainly may Confer,the Order of Bifhop on athers'; and char the 

rather becauſe the Councils forbid Biſhqps of ahbther' Province to 
Ordain,in a Forreign Province. And though. it my ſeem ſtrange'to 
ſome that Miniſters which are ſubordinate Thould Ordain Biſhops, 
and ſo conterre Superiour Orders; it is not (if rightly-examined ) 
contradictory to Reaſon ; For in this firſt Ordination of Priefts 
and Deacons, they arc Wnfra Oraines m.iyores, which Orders are 
called Holy and Sacramencall, and are the higheſt Orders : *Wit- 
| neſs Pope Urban Dec. Diſt.60. ſum. ſac. Ro. Ecc cleſ 226; As for the 


Order of Biſhops it is no more then a Prieſt as to the Holy and Sacra- 
mentall Order only : More excellent in re ſpect of the order of Go- 
| vernment, Which ts rather of humane then Divine Ri ht: For as it ts 
Divine it 15 x9 more then Wh, t every Prieſt hath by The Sarramentall 
Order : but AS 18 15 hamant it 15 tr anſce em: lent 12 rel: { 492 to Diſcipline : 1 
and therefore the Presbytery may agree to Ordain one over them'to 
Govern them in Eccleſiaſtical Rites. as the people may chooſe a 
1 Prince to Govern in Ciy1il affairs. Herice it was that the Apoſtles ſent 
| Fohn to Ephe/#us,Sc. ] So tar Mt Chiſenhall. 
| 12. 1will adde alſo the Lord Digby s words in that notable Judi- 
cious Letter to S* X. Digby, pag. 118. [| He'that would reduce the 
Church now to the form of Gove ernment in the moſt Primitive times, 
ſhould not take, in my opinion, the beſt nor wiſeſt courſe ; Iam ſure 
not the ſafeſt: For he would be found peckinggowards the Presby ter s 
M 


ticle of the Scoriifh Carechiuis! WE BANOpF are 7#re Divine. But as 
it is a true. Maxiche 1n nature, Corruprio oprent peſime, ſo it holds 
likewiſe in Government both Clvit and Eccleſlaſticall,e+c.] So far 
. the Lord Digby : Whoſe words I recite not for his jg O50 againit 

the Antiquity of Epilcopacy ( for I now diſclaim diſputing on that 
point :) but 4 wajore, if Presbytery be likeft ro the Primitive Govern- 
ment, then at leaſt thoſe may-be now true Churches that are without 
Epiſcopacy,and thaſe true Miniſters that are Ordained without them, 
and true Ordinances that are adminiſtred by ſuch Presbyters. 

Nor do I take the L. Digby's Reaſon for mens varying of Primitive 
forms of Government to be of ſolidity or ſatety. Nor dolI alledge 
any of theſe fore-mentioned Authours as being of their opinion in 
the whole, nor as if they were with me of the highett Authority. But 
to evince the full conſent of the Epiſcopall party of Proteſtants, cal- 
ling themſelves The Church of England; to be downright for the 
Truth of Miniſtery and Ordinances where there is no Epiſcopacy,nor 
Ordination by any but meer Presbyters: And to ſhew you that 
Rome hath alway argued for the contrary, and uſed the ſame Obje- 
Rions, which I am aow anſwering, and thatI1 anſwer now but on the 
grounds of the Epiſcopal Proteſtants. | 

13. The Judgement of Learned By Dawvenart you may ſee in his 
Determ. 2.42. pag.191,192. approving of the Ordination of Pres- 
byters in caſe of Neceſliry, and in ſpeciall when Biſhops fall into 
hereſies, and refuſe to-ordain Orthodox Paſtors, but will ordain only 
ſuch as will partake with them in their faction and errour ; or when 
they turn combined Enemies to the truth : And hereupon he vindi- 
cates the Forreign Churches Ordinations without Biſhops. 

14. D* Prideaxx our laſt By of Yorcefter in Faſtic. Cont. de diſcip!. 
Fccleſ. p.249. faith, Pre:byrerum Prezbyteros ordinare poſſe; preſer- 
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15. BY Andrews lo (as: 1-remember,” for I ave not the Book 
now by me) ins Epulest Atelingas, hes the fwe way 

16. See alſo hoy direQly our Obje&c * iinitare the Jeſuire that 
diſputeth againſt Dr" Potrer, Chap.6. $ 20. 21. 22. 23. And fee Chil- 
lingworths tull Anſwer to him, too long to tranſcribe ; Some of his 
Queſtions are theſe, pag. 360. [| Whether all thoſe Proteſtants that 
conceive the diſtin&tion between Prieſts and Biſhops, not to be of di- 
vine Inſtitution, be ſchiſmaticall and hereticall for thinking ſo > Whe- 
ther your form of ordaining Biſhops and Prieſts be eflental to a true 
Church > e&-c. Whether in ſaying that the true Church cannot ſub- 
ſiſt without undoubted true Biſhops and Prieſts, you have not over- 
thrown the truth of your own Church > WhereinT have proved it 
plainly Impoſlible, that any man ſhould be ſo much as morally cer- 
tain either of bis own Prieſthood, or any other mans? Laftly, Whe- 
cher any one kinde of theſe external Forms and Orders and Govern- 
ment, be ſo neceſſary to the being of a Church, but that they may 
not be divers in qivers places? and that a good and peaceable Chri- 
ftian may and ought to ſubmit himſelf ro the Government of the place 
where he lives, whatſoever he be? cc. ] 

Much more might be added out of mary Authors to prove that 
the Doctrine of the old Epiſcopall Proteſtants is not contradicted 
by any thing in our Agreement, but by the Objectors is directly 
| oppoled. 
£ But I know ſome will marvell that I beſtow ſo many words in ſo 
plain a caſe, and trouble the Reader aud my felf with ſuch frivolous 
Objections, which deſerve not a ſerious Anſwer (for ſome have ro!d 
me all chis) But they muſt know thatI bave Reaſons of weight for 
| what1 do. They are men of no contemptible Parts, though of Po- 

ptſh inclinations that manage theſe Objeftions, and make a great 
matter ofthem ; and they are many of them well-meaning men, and 


of no contempuble Underſtandings, who through accidental advan- 
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know this ſpeech muſt'be inderfigs I 'cxm grano ſalts, tome other re- 
quiſiges being bere ſuppoſed as implied. 

I3, It may eaſily appear whether the Objectors be greater friends 
$0 oor FER to:0ur 01d Epiſcopall Divines, by the rendency of their 
preſent. p o ., For they would have all the people take us for ng Mi- 
niſters, and Qur Churches for no-Churches, and ſo all Gods wErſhip 
be negle&ed in publique where no Biſhops or their Mifionaries are, 
And ſo when all others are difleiſed and turned out, .the Papiſts may 
freely.enter, there being none but theſe few fairhfull friends of their 
own t0.keepthem out, which how well they will do you may by thele 
coneepueye. CER - PINS 

14. The Objzecors do-open]y back the Papiſts in'the Argument of 
ſucceſſion as a proper note of a true Church, againſt the ſtream of 
Proteſtants that have fully confuted them, both Biſhops and others. 
It were in vain for me to fall-on this diſpute with theſe Bocors, as 
long as ſo many Yolunes againſt Be//armiye are unanſwered: Dr $Sut- 
{ive faith, In externa [uccef[iove quam & hercaitt ſepe habent '&F Or- 
theduxi Non habeng, nihil eſt monpents, ib. de Eclleſe. cap. 18. fol.123. 
pag.2. Reade more largely By Fewel! Defence of the Apol. par. 2tpag. 
131,132. andin other places. But it were endleſſe to-cite all that zoyn 
with us in his again the Popiſh,neceſlity of ſucceſſion :* and its 
needleſſly as.to thaſe that have read the writings of our Engliſh Bl 
ſhops and other Divines, who muſt needs know already how felly 
they ſpeak to this point. . Gy! 

15. Bur itis & higher charge then Popery, that theſe Epifcopall 
Doors that I now ſpeak of, are liable to : For my part, 1 ſee not 
how'they can be excuſed from unchurckimg;” Tf not unchriſtiacmg all 
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ſo the ſue Clio roche Apotttes.” Now I would de- 
wy heſe Cor for Tac are) tve me theſe few doubts. 

Can _ Keep corre; on ————wonkuaſ in faith ſubmit to 
ou own Miniſtry, or ro any other mans on' earth, as being true 
Miniſters of Chriſt Authorized to Baptize, Adminitter the e Supper, 
Guide the Church > &-c. Can they know that the line of your tuc- 
celiion hath been uninterrupted tron the Apoltles dates till now ? 

2. Nay, can your ſelves or any the learned'tt Cardinals at Rome, 
or Biſhops on earth know that your fucceſtions have not been inter- 
rupted > Is Church-Hiltory fo clear, tull and intallible in this? Sup- 
pole that by the advantage of the ewinercy of RK:me (being the Im- 
perial Seat, and 10 populous) that they could have ſuch a Certainty 
ot Hiſtory, Hath every true Church or Biſhop or Presbyter in the 
world fo 00 ? It fo,I conteſs Hiſtorians have plaid their parts better, 
_ for tulneſs and taithſulncſ, then ever 1 © ream ed of. 

Do you not deſerve il! at the hands oft all Gods Churches, and 
God himſelf, to bring all poor Chriſtians to tuch an uncertainty as 
this, whether they have true CITY - Weriny p _ and 
to leave all Miniſters at fuch a lois that no one man on earth ( much 
leſs all ) can-act in Faith > How dare they adventure on ap 5 —m 
which no man living can aſſure them that they are lawfully called © 2 
and how ſhould chey comtortably go on in the works of it? 

4. Mult not all thele follow; go things concurre ——_ can 
know that you area Miniſter on your own grounds? 1. You mult 
be ſure thathe that Orgained you was Ordaired himlelt by a Biſhop. 

2. You muſt be ſure that this Biſhops own Ordination was tuch as was 
not void by the Canon : (that is, that it had nor as great a detect as the 
Orcination of meer Presbyters which you f {av 1s Null. )And here what 
a loſs are you at when ſorze Councils allow that which another con- 
demns : Some do make Null thoſe Ordinatior.s which others allow 
of. Particularly, you muſt be lure that he came not in by Simony (a 
hard matter : ) that he was not a Heretick, or error. eous iu the Fun- 
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che whole chain, and nulleth Allthat follo! 7, as you ſuppoſe. 4. You 
muſt be ſure that never a one of all theſe Biſhops did loſe his power 
again by Herelie, wickedneſs or other means, betore he Ordained the 
next.5.Y ou mult be certain that the Biſhop had intentionem Ordinands : 
{ 1t you be right Papiſts indeed.) 6. You muſt know who was the 
Apoſtle that was the root of your own ſuceeſſion ; which is a great- 
er matter then to know what Apoftle did firft convert the Nation. 
See B.uſb. And do you indeed know all theſe things? Is it indeed fo certain 
ers Brit. whether ut were 7oſeph of eArimathea, or Simon Zelotes, or any fuch 
Eccle.Pri- man, that firſt converted England ? Nay do you know the Names 
mor-©+">2> of your Predeceſſors before the time of eAugyſtine the Monk > And 
mo if you know not who the men were, hs leſs do you know that 
they were every man of them truly Ordained. If you have curranter 
Hittory of thele things then is yet openly known, why do you not 
produce it > When the very general Queſtion, Whether Biſhops 
were put in the places of the Flamins, and Archflamins, is ſo uncer- 
rainly determined by Hiſtory, that about thirty Hiſtorians affirm it, 
and yet Biſhop Vſher, fewell, Godwin, Dr Suttliffe, $* H. Spelman, 
deny it: I think waking men will hardly affirm a Certainty of any 
Hiſtory of their own ſucceſſion by an uninterrupted ſeries of truly 
Ordained lawfull Biſhops to the Apoſtle that Ordained the firſt Bt- 
ſhop. Nay it's well known, that a great part of the Chriſtian world 
is Uncertain whart particular Apoſtle did firſt convert their particu- 
lar Countries : which yet were it known, would go bur a little way 
coward the reſolving our doubt. _ 
But perhaps ſome will ſay, It is not neceſſary that I prove my 
ſucceſſion, let others diſprove it that queſtion it. Iantwer, 1. Fhac 
Argument may ſerve to ſtop the mouth of ſome bulte Queſtionitts ; 


In fore externo humaxo it may have ſome force : But will that ſerve 
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ſo, How Know you that your fucceflion hach been 
uninterrupted, from an Apoſtle, in: point of lawtu!ll Ordination ? 
3. But if you think it be enough to Conſcience, that you know 
nothing to the contrary; or that you th1b you have an uninter- 
rupted ſucceſſion ; then why may not this terve turn as well for 
others? Thoſe that think Biſhops to be a humane Irftitution and 
unlawfull, do think themſelves more rightly Ordaincd then you ; 
and therctore if thinking will ſerve turn, why may it not ſerve their 
turn? 4. And for our people, tf it be enough to fatisfie their Cog- 
ſciences that Sacraments and other our Miniſterial Adminiftrations 
are no Nullities, becauſe they think ſo, or becauſe they cannot dif- 
prove our claim, then why mutt they not on that ground ſubmit to 
them that were Ordained without Biſhops, when they cannot dif- 
prove theirclaim? 5. Nay why ſhould people truuble themielves to 
kaow whether men be Ordained at all or no> When Thinking muſt 
and will ſerve turn, anda true diſcovery is impotlible. For though 
you can ſhew your Orders, yet you cannot ſhew all the ſucceilion ot 
Orders from the Apoſtle to your Ordainer. I think that man that 
dare affirm that any one Paſtor on earth can know that he is a true 
Paſtor, {if a ſucceſſhon of right Ordination uninterrupted be neceſſa- 
ry to it and if wantof that make the Ordination a Nullity,) is tick 
of the diſeaſe that Feſta ſuſpected in Paxl, and is elevated fo farre on 
the wings of Pride and Learning, that he is quite oyergone Humiliry 
and Reaſon. 

5. But yet this is not all. Do not theſe mens grounds leave it cer- 
tain, that Chriſt hath no crue Church ur Mimſtry, or Ordinances, v1 
Baptized Chriſtians in Zxgland, nay in all the Wettern Churches, 
and perhaps not in the whole world? And then fee whether thete 
Popiſh Divines mult not prove Seekers. . 

For the Greek Church it is well known how oft the ſucccilion 0. 
tl e'£ 
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man Tonſians 
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Dncd autem apud Graces nom jul £ celefia,p oham — bo modo ; quia nimi- 
rum convitti ſunt legitime in tribuis Plenariss concilie, Lateranenſi, Lug- 
annenſi, + F loreating de ſchiſmate at hereſs ; AC precipue de hereſi Circa 
proceſſionem Spiritus Santti a Filio,&c. Adae ultimg omnes Eccleſia 
ile Patriarchales, habuerunt per longa tempora Epiſcopos manifeſtos he- 
reticos,C pronde interrupta eſt veterum Paſtorum ſucceſſio. ] 

And ot the adherents to the Pope in eAfrica, and «A/ia he faith, 
[ Non poſſe quidems oſtendere ſucceſſionem continuam E piſcoporum [uorum 
particularium, ſea poſſe oſt endere ſucceſſronem Continuam E pi/coporuns 
univerſalium, qui ſunt Romani Epiſcopt, quibus ills ſubjectos ſe eſſe 
fatentur.] So that you ſee in Bellarmines Judgement what caſe the 
reſt ofthe world is1n, except the Romaniſts. And yet the ſucceſlive 
right Ordination 15a matter of more apparent impolltbility to be pro- 
ved, then the ſuceilion that Be/[armine ipeaks of. 

Let us therefore come neerer home and ſee, Whether it be not 
Certain beyond all doubt, upon the grounds of Be/larmize and our 
Popiſh Doctors, that there is no true Church, Miniftry or Miniſte- 
rial adminiſtrations, in this Weltern part of the world > To begin 
at home, it 15 moſt certain, 1, That according to many ancient Ca- 
nons ( which are their Laws ) our Engliſh Biſhops of late times 
were uncapable of ordaining ; For they loſt their Authority, by 1n- 
volving themſeives in ſecular and publique adminiftrations, Caron 
Apoſt.80. For neglect of inſtructing their Flocks ( mott or many of 
them ) Car. Apoſt.51. and many more : For ox-reſidence : For un- 
juſt filencing and ſuſpending Miniſters, and deſtroying the Preaching 
of the word, ſuppretiing Learned able Teachers, and maintaining 
or permitting multitudes of filly ſouls that could butread and mul- 
titudes of drunken wicked kvers. How many. Canons do depole Bi- 
ſhops for theſe ! YetI know we had ſome very Learned, Pious Reve- 
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Rion to him, ahd'ty $ T 
chat if the Pope had nd Power t0 give Orders, theu they were no 
Biſhops (acce ling to the Obje&o rule. Now that che Pope hath 
no Authority to Ordain, ſhall be made evident; by ſhewing chat the 
ſucceſſion of Jawfull Biſhops hath been interrupted at Kowe, and (0 
none fince (on their own grounds ) can be a true Biſhop. 1. I will 
not undertake to maintain that the Pope is Antichrift, profeſfing 
my weakneſs and ignorance of thoſe Prophencall Scriptures, to be fo 
great,that 1 dare not be confident in my interprecations of them: But 
yet our Engliſh Proteſtant Biſhops have commonly been confident 
of it, and maintained it : and Biſhop Downawes Book de Amtichriſto, 
deſerves conſideration : andif that hold then the caſe is clear. 2.But 
however,thar it is certaia that multicudes of Popes have been ſuch as 
were utterly uncapable of theOffice of a Biſhop, and power ot makin 
Biſhops,is evident to any that hath read Pas/s Epittles ro Timethy 7 
Tits, and the old Canons and the Hiltories of the Popes lives. Pope 
Liberius fabſcribed to the Arians Contettioa in the Council of S5r- 
miam | Libenti anizo ſuſcepi in nulla contradicens ) and to that Coun» 
cils condemnation of Athanaſins. Vid. Binnium Tom. 1. Conc. part. 1. 
p.470,480,422. C& Baron. anno 357. 9.9. & 344. $.3,4,5. & Bel 
larm./.4. de Pontif.c.g. Pope Honorixes in two General Councils was 
condemned for a Heretick, FY:4.Bin. Conc.5. Oecum. Pope Stephen 6, 
and Sergiu 1. did judge Pope Forme/1a uncapable of Ordaining, 
when they Decreed that theſe whom he Ocdained, ſhould be Qr- 
dained again. Fa. Sigebert. Chros. p.74. 4xx0 902. Reade but what 
Plasina faith of them in Vit. Greg.7. Vrban.7. Alexand.;. Al: x.6. 
F-hn 13. ?oh.22.8 23. Some were Sorcerers, ſome Idolaters, ſome 
jelted at Chriſtianity it ſelf; ſome A7ians, Neltorians, Monothelites, 
Montaniſts, denied the ſouls immortality : beſides their infamous 
Whoredoms, Tyranny, Murders, Poylſoning their Predeceſſors, 
Buying the Popedom, &c. But I had _ give you this in other 
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as appear Jy. thE 2 > WES SIS PACIEN 7 FTrat Po eleſtine 
webs Neſtorian hererie; Pope Homerixe a REOefrs heron : 
Pope 7obs 22. Was reproved by Gerſon and the School of Par;« for 
an heretick, cc. And to leave Dame oarne,&c. This is Mr 74.”s holy 
ſucceſlion! Though faith fail, yet ſucceſſion muſt hold ; For unto 

"ſuch ſucceſlion God hath bound the holy Ghoſt. For lack of this 
ſucceſſion, for that in our Sees in the Churches of England we finde 
not ſo many Idolaters, Necromancers, Hereticks, Adyouterers, 

" Church-robbers, Perjured perſons, Mankiliers, Renegates,Monfſters, 
Scribes and Phariſees, as we may ealily finde in the Church of Rowe. 
therefore I trow M* H. faith, we have no ſucceltion, no Biſhops, 
we have no Church at all. But S* Paul faith [ Faith cometh (not by 
ſucceſſion, but ) by herring, and hearing cometh ( nor of Legacy or 

Inheritance from Biſhqp to Biſhop, but) of the Word 0: God. ] So 
far 7 ewell. 

That truly Noble Lord Ds Ple/7is faith, in Treat. of the Ch. c.1 1. 
p.362.&c. [ Examining the Election of the Biſhops of the Romiſh 

* Church, a man ſhall hardly finde one that may be called a Biſhop 
that can hold proot agairnit the Canons Apoſtolicalt or Ecclefiaſticall, 
either in that which concerneth lawfull Calling or the due exerciſe of 

it : Not of Calling ; for where 1s the Ele&ion, or the Examination 

« of life and of maners? Where 1s not (contrariwiſe) either only fa- 
vour, or meer S1mony ? and yet the Canons are plain [ That ſuch 
Inſtiretions of Biſhops are void of themfelves, and all thoſe likewiſe 
void that they beſtow-upon others. ] And, I pray you, when Pope 
Emgenixs 4. is depoſed by the Qecumenicall Council of Baſil, and 
pronounced a Heretick and Schifmarick, and all his adherents like- 
wiſe, and yer retaineth the Papall Authoriry againſt the Judgemenc 
of thar Counal, where are the ,Carginals and Bſſhops' communica- 
ting with off? excommunicated; inftituted' by- one deftitated, -recei- 
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pronounce ( Epsff. 80.) that it is no! other thing then to tall trom 
the Faith : and ( Epiſt.188.) itis Apoftacy : and ( Ep. 78.) it por- 
tendeth Antichriſt : (yea ſurpaſſeth his pride, Ep.$0.) | 

Reade Dr DPriatcaux Lect. 11. ade Amticbriſto, C 9, And Sutleve 
tully. 

And whether the Reign of Pope oaxe be of no truth, or force to 
interrupt the ſuccelfion, letit reit on the credit of that great number 
ot Hiſtorians that report it. 

It any man will ſay, that the Ordination of ſuch as theſe foremen- 
tioned Popes, 15 of more validity then of an Aſſembly of the moſt 
Learned Godly Presbyters, I think them not worthy any further 
confutation : YetI detire them to regard thele tollowing words of 
Learned D* Hammord in his Detence of the Lord Falk/and, pag.64. 
[I ask you whether it be not true what his Lordſhip faich, that a Pope 
choſen by Simony, 18 zp/o fatto no Pope? You (durtt not I concetve, 
becauſe you) did not betore deny it : andif now you will take more 
courage, let your minde be known, and we ſhall not doubt to bring 
as Clatlick Authors as you r ſelves againſt you. If it be rue, then ts 

-our an{wer of no validity, becauſe of no truth : For either that in- 
tallibility, or what ever other power, muſt be annexed to him as a 
man ( which he may be indeed though he be not Pope ) or under 
ſome other relatton, which intallibly belongs to him ( neither of 
which I conceive you will affirm, for then ten thouſand to one, ſon.e 
oiher will communicate vith tum an that claim ) or elle he wuſt be 
Pope, when be 1s p/o fatto no Pope ; or elſe that power nuvit be an- 
next to him by fome body chat may think him Pope, when he is nor, 
and then either God muſt run the Errour, or that power be given 
him from ſome others. For that God ſhould know lum co be ts 
Pope, and yet give that power of Infallibility to him ( for .Ut-you. 
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in the Rowan Church Fang comequentyin any that receive. 
cheir power from them ) thattherei any onerry Brſhop, Paitor or 
Minifteriall Adminiſtration, if ſucceffion of lawfull Ordination be 
neceſſary to the Being of theſe, bur alſo ic is certain that there is n© 
Biſhop or Miniſtry, and ſo no Church and Ordinances ; which is a 
Concluſion ſo notoriouſly falſe and abominable, that we may know 
what ro judpe of the premiſes whence it is interred. 

By chis rime therefore I hope it is apparent that our Miniſters Cal- 
ling 15 not therefore Null, becauſe they are Ordained by meer Pref. 
byters. And that they that would by ſuch accuſations entice people 
from their Paftors to Rome, if they follow on the work ac cording to 
their Principles, muſt bring them at laſt to be of no Church. Adde 
to this what I have ſaid in the Preface to the ſecond Part of my.Book 
of Reſt, and you will ſee that at long running the Principles of Popery 
do leade to flat Infidelity. | 

Bellarmine confeſſeth ( /.3. de Eccleſ.c.10.) that [ Non habemus 
eertitndinem nfs Moralem, quod iſts fint Vers Epiſcopi. | ( He was loth 
to ſpeak out and ſay the plain truth, that we can have no proper Mo- 
rall Certainty at all, no nor probability.) But what then muſt ſalve 
this fore? why we'may know that [ Aliqni ſaltem ſunt Ver; : Alioqui 
Dexs Ecclefiam deſeruiſſet. ] True : but therefore it follows that a 
fucceſſion of right Ordinatipn ( as you maintain) is not neceffary to 
ſuch a knowledge. And then how ſhall iz be known by the Lords 
Flock which be theſe true Paſtors > Why he tels us [" Certs ſums cer- 
ritndine infailibiti, quod ifti ques videmus ſint Vers Epeſcops & Paſtc- 
res noftri : Nam ad hoc non requaritmr, nec fraes , nec charatter Orainis. 
wes legitioea elettio, ſed ſolum ut habeautur pro talibus ab Eccleſia. ] 1 
pray you mark that all this is but gued Chrifts locum tenent, .& quod 

n 


debemis this Obedientiam : But for this ſecond [| © ned babrant 
Sarem Ordinu & fwriſdiftions] poor Bellarmine leaves the Chriſt 
world 
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ice the Conte ierre, upſhot of all 
is, that this is the whole thats equiſite- [ Solwm t — hm pro ta- 
libus ab Ecaleſia | and whey 5 aqyateg ate judge. men Ordained 
without Biſhops to be true Paſtors, you Kave Bellarmines teftimony 
that they owe them obedience, as to men that Rand in Chriſts place. 
But I have been too long abour this Section. 

16. In the ume of che Arian prevalency, when, as the Papitts 
confeſs ſcarce five Biſhops could be found that were not turned Ari- 
ans,was there not then an interrupuvn of ſucceſſion in point of righe 
Ordinations 2 and was all Null both then and ſince > 

17. I have known in the Biſhaps daies more then one or two idle 
ignorant Readers, that feigned their Orders, and made the people 
believe that they were Ordained by the Biſhop, and continued many 
a year in Adminiſtration of both Sacraments; and yet when it was 
diſcovered, it was not taken for Null which they had all this while 
done. Why then ſhould Presbyters Ordination be Null 2 

18. It was not neceſlary to the Prieſthood before Chriſt,that there 
were an uhinterrupted ſucceſtion of right Ordination : For the Prieſts 
in Chriſts time were ſuch as had noright to it; not of the right line 
( which had been long betore interrupted :) they bought the Priel!- 
hood for Money : and as many judpge,were annual and two at a time 
( though not equal :) Yet Chriſt requireth ſubmuſlion co them as 


Prieſts. 1 am ſorry that we muſt be put to uſe che ſame Argu- - 


ments with theſe men, as we have done againſt the old Separatifts 
ſo long. 


But ſome will Object, Thar all this doth only prove, that in caſe 
of Necellity Presbyters may Ordain, and their Ordination is not 


Null : But choſe.cannot plzad fuch Necelliry chat have diſobediently 
put down Biſhops themſclves. 
N 3 To 
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4. 1 do not know of \nytHrras Be threudh pher ( as againſt 
Eprſcopacy) hen for taking it” downlfO'far a&rhte Covenant takes it 
down. Bur che Covenant doth not take down all Epiſcopacy ; but 
only the concatenation of Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Chancellours, &&c. 
which were then in Eng/ayd. To prove this 1. The words ſuffice, 
which can be no further extended then to thatkinde of Epiſcopacy. 
2. See'Mr Cute Pxphcation of it torhe Lords houſe, upon which 
they took ir, as'1n that ſenſe. 

Beſides, we have not in this County (any where that I know of ) 
once offered the Covenant to any of our people (except thoſe that 
were in the Garrtfors or Armies:) See further Mr Prins Speech 
in Parltament for arr Apreemenrt on the late Kings latt rerms. 

L- lace Bifhops, even in the judgement of all moderate men 
of their own party thar ever I ſpoke with, did very many of them de- 
ſerve to be put down, and more. Reade the Articles againſt zyrey, 
Pierce, Goodman, Laud,&c. 

6. Wedo tn the very firſt Article of our Agreement, diſclaim a 
preſent engaging our ſelves for any party, as ſuch : of againſt any : 
Ind therefore we cannor in ary Juftice be diſclaimed as a party that 
are confederate againft Epifcopacy : When we only deſire a unani- 
mots agreement in practice, fo far a& we are already agreed in Judg- 
ment, that our diſcord or ſtrangeneſs may neither hinder our furcher 
edification, nor yet- deprive the Charch of Gods Ordinances, or of 
the beauty, trength, and other benefits of Union. 
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But perhaps it will be ſaid, that We have no ſuch Neceſlity, either 
4 8 of Ordination without Bifhops, or pf private agreements to Govern 
4. our Charches-umhourt chem: For either we have Biſhops, or may 
"V5.4 have when we will. . 
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3 WER f DIOCELAA Du, DO 4 ing .in the Land: 
whereof -ore-iwatilhop: of wother Land 3 £wo.,or three at a very 
great diſtance, none of them Biſhops pt-thisDiocels { ſomne (1 think ) 
in the Tower, where we.cannot. come at them,and by their umpeach- 
ments, ſuppole them uncapable of Ordainins : . Therefore we are un- 
capable of making uſe of theſe. 

4. Weareall Ordained already, and we cannot be new-Ordained 
again, without, 1. Incurring'the tentence of deprivacion,, accorging 
to the Car. Apoſt.67, which requires that he be Depoſed who ſecketh 
another Ordination, being already Ordained. 2. .Or without ur- 
Churching a!l or moſt of Chriſts Churches, and Degrading his Mi- 
niſters, by taking our Ordinauon for Null, as hath been ſhewed 
And we do not go about vur lelves by this Agreement to ineddle wich 
Ordination. 

5. This Objection ſuppoſeth, either that we are convinced that 
Dioceſan Epiſcopacy,,is the only lawtull Government of the Church, 
or elſe that we may be convinced of it when we will ; or elſe that 
Dioceſan Epiſcopacy is luch a Fundamentall, that he that belceverh 
it not to be Gods only way oi Church-Government, ( though he be 
never ſo willing and dihgent to know the truth, yet} mult be avoid- 
ed, and ſeparated from. But the two tormer luppolitions we know 
to be falſe,and che third no Proteltant takes for a Truth. For 1.Pro- 
teitants have taken the Creed, Lords Prayer and ten-Cummand- 
ments, for a ſufficient teſt of Chriſtian Doctrine, ſo far as to diſcern 
who are Chriſtians and to be communicated with ; art leait takins 
them with chat Explication which an orcinary Beltever may eaſily 
and certainly inde out, tn the reſt of che Scriptures. They take thoſe 
to be no Fundamentals, which ſo many hundreds of. men, yea the 
molt Learned and Godly on earth, cannot yet agree in, or finde out 
the lenſe of. 2. Proteſtants do not beheve that ail the Proteſtanc 
'/Churches except Eng/and and refund ( no nor any one for want. of 
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-- that as we have read many of their Writings for Epiſcopacy, ſo we 


He + 1 RO he —_ num- 
as may ſupply the Churches necemnmes, DUTIONITTE, tIand 
ſuch as I —_ conſcionably Yarceale; 'wi hout the Churches lofs, and 
I here promiſe that I will joyfully giveup my Office, when ever any 
ſuch firter man ſhall be called to my place. AndI think the reſt of 
my Brethren will do the like. But we hive in the open world, where 
we have opportunity to know men, as well as others: and we can- 
not ſee any ſuch plentifull choice of Able, Pious men to ſupply all our 
Places if we ſhould give them up. And either the late Bithops. knew 
of none ſuch ; or elfe they took the drunken Readers ( that could 
fcarce yet have a Legit to ſave their necks, it they needed it) to be fic- 
ter men then we to edifie the Flocks. 

2. It ſeems theſe Objecors are of the ſame minde as the late Pre- 
lates, and would deprive and filence us all that are not convinced of 
the Rightfulneſs of Epiſcopacy, if ic were in ther power. For if 
they think that we may not be Aﬀeociated or Communicated with as 
Miniſters, -unlefs we will fer up Epiſcopacy ; it leems they would 
authoricatively remove us, if they could, though we yer do nothing 


- againft chem. 


3. Methinks, modeſt humble men, conſcious of the frailty and 
fajhibiliry of rheir own underſtandings, ſhould not be ſo confident in 
a Point fo difficult ; or at leaſt ſhould not be ſo unmercitully ceaſo- 
rious to their Brethren, as to caſt off all that cannot ſee into a caſe 
ſo difficult ſo far as they, (ſuppoſe they ſee themielves.) If they think 
itisof no = difficulry then they are yet more unchriſtianly cenſo- 


- rious, to think that ſo many- Learned, Judicious, Godly Divines as 


ſince the Reformation have been againſt Epiſcopacy in Fraxce, Hol- 
land, Helvetia, Germany, Scotland, yeain England, ſhould all be fo 
wicked, as to ſhut their eyes againſt ſo ealie a Truth, this is a hard 
judgement for humble men co paſs. We mult catreat them to ſuppoſe 
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Aut 14, _ b there $, s are { DMMe of One 
minde _ J Sand ſome oF another ; and it is utterly 


againſt my purpo etof] Heal -0n either. fide ; but, ' 


methinks all thoſe 
men that have without prejudice read rhe Authors that I have men- 
tioned (eſpecially Bucerus, Parker, and Blonaelius, and Salmaſing, ) 
yea though they Þave read all that ever was writ on the other fide, 
ſhould be fo aj pre enlive of a difliculty in the bufineſs, as to be 
moderate gragh N od cit in the cenſure of their Brethren, an 1d not to 
degrade « or excornmuncate ail thar differ from them. 
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But ſome wili Obicct, If there be as great a Neceſlity of Preach- 
ing the Word, as you mention, yet while Biſhops are abſent, or you 
cannot have them tor Ordination and Juriſdiction, you ſhould only 
Preach or inſtruct pcople in charity, as private men, but not under- 
take the work of the Miniſtrv, what necetlity ſoevel there be. 

I Anſwec: 1. Tie C burch of Chriſt is little beholden to ſuch Ob- 
jeQors, that would rather the Church ſhould never have Minifters 
or Miniſterial adminittrations , then have them without Biſhops. 

Do you think that private men may publiquely Preach the W ord, 
wy that confſtantly,according to the Churches nece {lities > why then 
may they not as well admin! iter Sacraments. The Apoſtles had as 
ſpecial 2 Commillion to-Preach as to adminiſter Sacraments. 2.Then 
it it be proved tlat fucceſlion of r' eht Ordination 1s 11iterrup ted, {0 
that no man can be tound that hath had fuclh a ſucceſtion fi Om an 
Apoltle, and 10 1s authorized to Ordati: n :; it ſeems You wouls have 
Chriſt have no Minifers ror governed C :urch on earth any more, 
till he fend new Soak (Jr 1t the Preachers in New- Eng Lam, 4 cou! Id 
convert all the [ndians to ie faith, ard ay !4 not have a Bitho p,t0- 
Ordain them Minitters, 5, viz: v ouid have theſe Converts be without 
Miniſters, Sacraments, Government, and Minitteriall Churches to 
the worlds end. 4. We were many of us Ordained long betore the 
Biſhops 
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*H | | 
( what time {ever REIpORE | RS Rectors and 
Paſtors of their Congregatians, by} Wong by Divines. 3. In 
their Ordination the B aid to then © Receive the holy Ghoſt, 


whoſe {ins ye do Remit they are Remitted, whoſe ſins ye do Retain, 
they are Retained. ] 4. Almoſt all Epiſcopal Divines that I know 
of, do fully contcts it. So Biſhop Dewazame Detence of Conſecrat 

Serm. /.3.c.4. p.105. gives Deacons a power of Preaching and Bap- 
tizing, and Presbyters moreover ot aiminiitring the Lords Supper, 
and remitting and retaining mens tins Yea Biſhop Ver in his An- 
ſwer to the Jejuites C hall. paz. 133. faith | In the dates not only of 
Cyprian, but Alcuinus allo ( who lived bco years after Chriſt) the 
Reconciliation of Penitents was not held to be {uch a proper Office 
of the Prieſt, but that a Deacon 1n bis abtence was allowed to per- 
form the ſame. The ordinary courſe that was held herein, according 
to the farm of the Ancient Canors, 1s thus laid down by the Fathers 
of the third Council of Tulzdo : That the Prieſt ſhould firit juſpend 
him that repented of his fault trom the Communion, and make him 
to have often recourſe unto Impoſition of hands among the reſt of 
the Penitents ; then when he had tultilied the time of his tatisfaticn, 
as the conlideration of the Prieſt did approve of it, he ſhould reſtore 
bim to the Communion.) So Ver. It were ealie to ſhew the con- 
current Judgements of Epitcopal Proteſtants for Presbyters Govern- 
ing their Flocks; ſo be it, 1. That they contradict not the Biſhop. 
2. And that they allow the Biſhop to Govern the Presbyters. Burt it 
would be tedious and needleſs. 5. Almotit all Epiſcopal Divines that 
I know of (except one or two new ones of theſe times) do expound 
all theſe following Texts of Scripture, as ſpoken of Presbyters, As 
20.28. Heb. 13.7.,17,24- 1The/.5. 12,13. Tit. 1-5,6,7. 1Tim.3, 
2,3,4- 1 Pet.5.2,3,4. Ando do the Fathers expound them (though 
1 fay not all of them, za»jum de Preſbytery.) See Prins Catalogue 
p.1,2,3. 
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num regen m1 Fe L Undexte Tor Toriſd 
a4 exndem pepulunt'n win foro exteriors - and he citcs prays y s 
Defenſ”. Part 2. 6.63.” ngt trhe former. power of Juriſdiction is 


conferred by God TED every Prieſt in their Ordination : 
( Bellarm.de Pontif.1.4.C.22.) Spalatenſis hath largely ſhewed that the 
proper Miniſterial Juriſdiction 1s exerciſed on Conſcience : and /5b.5 

de Rep. Eccl. c.12. he ſhews that the Presbyrer without the Biſhop 

may lo binde and looſe, and keep from the Sacrament or admit to it: 

which he oft ſhews elſewhere , asTto that interior power which 1 is only 

on Conſcience. Yea Cardinal Cuſans, ae Concorad.Cathal.1.2.C.13. 

faith plainly, Omnes Epiſcops &+ forte etiam Preſbyteri, equalis [unt 

poteſt atts quoad } uriſditti: mew ; [icCet Hom OXCOCMILGONTS : Fro < JHIAENL 
EXEYCLHIHIR EXCCHIIUKMM, (ub cet Po) uti clanaitur eo» Yr eftrin THEFHYT XC. 

unae ceſ ante cau; (a ftatuti tlitts, twnc coſſ ant illa / HYA Po :thy, Though 
for my part, I think the term Jurifdi&t1on is a great leal t00 big to 
be properly appliable to any Eccletiaitical, Minitterial Government. 
Greting laith well, ae [mperio /um. por.C.8.p.209,210. Qnuod autems 
Guerunt nonnuall. hk itne E cle, 14 L ml, "—t T7 poteſtatem, id ex hrs 
que | [uperins a nobts 0.x Plicat, s ſunt facile dijjolvitxr. Nam lege diving 
non habet : : Ts pou 5+) 617 V1 724 THS Ga; TREND, Co (UCOCrADt uM non eſt Y21448 
realy, wut ante HAVING * qQuare que ante [mperttores Chrt tl4%0s 11 
Synod conſcripta [unt, 1d Orainem aut Ornatum facientia, Leges non 
vocantur, ſed Canonets, habentque axt (clam Conliliu vim, ut in his que 
frngulos mags ſpettant quam wurverſes, aut colirant per modum patti 
volentes, © nolentes etim parciores ex neceſſitate determinations, 4c 
proinae ex le oe naturals, nn ex hymano altquo Iniperts. ] Yeaa further 
power there is to give ſuch Directions which Gods Liw obligeta men 
co obey : bur this 15 ſcarce properly called Juriſdition. 7. As tor 
thoſe that ſay the Bithops are the ſole Paſtors, and the power of Preſ- 
byters is buc delegate from them, and therefore they may do nothing 
without them, all Scripture that deſcribe the Office ot Presbyters 
O 2 doth 
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himſelf ſhall'1 mes 
oe tn 3 fu (no rig md Prote- 
ſtant) de Repabl. Rn elves confeſs that 
when there is no Biſhop the ds lierh on the Presbyters. 
9. Who knows not (the Biſhops confefling it ) that in Cyprimns 
time, and according to ſeveral Canons, the Presbyters joyned with 
the Biſhop 'n Ordination and Juriſdiction ; > And itit were a Biſhop 
with 1s Presbytery that -did Ordain and Govern, then it is ev1- 
dent that the imployment 's not alicne to the Presbyters place , 
nor above t: though they might not do it ſolely, becauſe ot 
che Biſhops precedency, yet when there is no ſuch Prefident, 
i£ lieth all on them; fee Concil. Carthas. 4. Can. 3. & 22, yea 
Cas. 33. BY Decreed that F PI/Cupes mul 11s can{um andiat ab, JKE 
preſentia clericorum [uorim , aagnis irrita evit ſententtas Em/- 
Copt, "ft C lericorum þr «/enti, tenfirmetitr. And tor the B:thops DOW=- 
er over Presbyters, it was ſo }1mited that the fame Co:unctl ordains, 
Can.29. that it « Biſhop ſhall charge a crime on a Clieroy man, or 
Lay man, he ſhall be put ro prove it at a Synod. Ard Cax.30. It the 
Judges ot the Church cave ſentence in his abſence, whote cauſe was 
cried, the ſentence ſhall be void; and the Judges hall alſo anſwer at 
a Synod for their fact. And Can. 34. A Biſhop ſitting was not to 
ſuffer a Presbyter to ttand. ] And Can. 35. The Bih 0p was to fit 
higher in the Church, but a: _— let him know that he 1s a Collepue 
of the Presbyters.” 'AndC. 37. The Deacon mult know himſelf 
to be a Miniſter or Serv ant, as of the Biſhop, ſo of the Presbyter.] 
Yea Can.68. It 1s decreed that LE x panrent tihus ( quamvis fit bonus 
clericus) non orainetur. S; per HTOT ARIA E piſcopr Filtum facrit, 
Deporatur A Clero; quia , f; ordinat! O15 Fempore Y.I1 Preatas t | faiſſ e Part- 
tentem. St autem ſciens Epi iſcopms crainaverit talem, etiam ipſe ab E= 
p#/ copatis ſus orainandi aunt xat pot eft ate provetur. ] Here you ſee that 
one that is unjuſtly Ordained by the Biſhop may be Depoſed by the 
Clergy :. 
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r reconcile'noÞ 
| | ZEkcept the Biſhop be 
abſent, or , f ©, 1x1 1 0-r e might, 
though he hed a BY 10 over him.” Yeairfeems Deacons had fome 
Ruling power in the C urch : For the Council of E/ibcrt, Can.77. 
decree that | S195 Diaconms Regens plebem, ſine Epiſcep vel Preſby- 
tors, altquus bapti2aterit , E pil Cepres tos per bencailti cnem perficere 
dibcbir.) 10. The 38.Caxon.Concil. Elibert, decreeth, That in caſe 
of Necetlity a Lay man may baptize. And can the Objectors prove 
that Lay-men have in Scripture more power given them to baptize, 
then Presbvters to Or doin or Govern the Church> 11. The 9$ 
Canon of the fourth Cranc. of C arthace, decrecth, That a L ay-Iman 
ſhall nor dare to Teach, the Clergy being preſent, except they delire 
him.] Whereby it appears that im ther abſence, or at their defire, 
he might. Now | would know whether a Lay man have ary better 
authority for ſuch Teaching, then Presbyters have ior Ordaining 
and Government> 12. That Presbyters have Vores in Counct!is 
(winch is the greater) our Protcliant Divines at large have proved 
as: 'c the Pap {ts. See D' Swlive de Conctil. cap.5. lo very many 
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more. 13. The Epticopal Pivines do atfrm chat che Ap oOfties 
themleives havi: n Sg planted Churches, ana Ordained Presbyrers in 
them, did retain the E pifcupal DOWEr | In tier own hands. Now I 
WOUulC {2:! OW, \ ein Pi #{ 1510 10ng in n Zpheſu and the a djovyning 
parts ©: 4:4 ( above three Years ) and to lor & at [re "Mp 19 
C1d C10) the Churchcs that while, irum wi ich lie was fo far and 


l 

lo ions atient? Were they ungoverned? or God anothet R thog 
Goveratithtem? Or rather did the Presbvrers, vhum the holy Ghoktt 
had made ew Bithvps « r Oy erieers p Ard ave OL Presby, ters ROV 
the ime Office? 14. I would know, it a Presbyter, as ivch, may 
noi Ordain or Rule, whether co enable Inm thereto, and make _ 
a Biſhop, he mwit have a turther Orcination > It no : then it ſeem 

that the firit Ordiration which made him but a mecr Presbyter, gave 
Q 3 lim 
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neceſſitated to go upowan REpcopall Divines 
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will own, and to cite oniy mole Aur *Tanons which are of 


force with them, becauſe I'am only proving that there is nothing in 
our Worceſterſhire Agreement that is contrary to their principles, or 
that muſt neceſſarily exclude a Proteſtant Epiſcopal Divine from our 
Aſſociations. And therefore to argue againſt any of their opinions, 
would be contrary to my (cope; And to have cited Calvin, Beza, 
Chamier, Parens, Muſculus, or any of thoſe multitudes of forretgn 
Divines that are known to be againſt them, would have been labour 
in vain; and fot would have been to have cited Reynolds, Whitakers, 
D* Humphrey, and luch like at home, who are ſome known to be a- 
gainſt them, and ſome no faſt friends to them. 

If any after all this ſhould require an account of my own judge- 
ment about the neceſliry of Ordination, I fay, I am not now about 
ſuch a buſineſſe, nor do I account it ſeaſonable to ſay any more then 
this : 1. God hath determined that every Church ſhall have a Paſtor 
or Paſtors. 2. And he hath Rated the nature of their office and de- 
gree of their power. 3. And he hath delcribed the perſons that he 
will have to be the Officers by their requiſite qualifications. All this 
is done in hits Laws already. 4. There is nothing theretore left to be 
done but to determine which are the individual perſons that are fitteſt 
according to Gods deſcription. . This God himlelf alſo will do, but 
hath nor tied himſelf co one way in doing it: In generall, ſome fign 
of Gods will that this is the man mutt be had ; Ar firſt in calling the 
Apoltles his own immediate nomination was the ſ1gn . Now the moſt 
notable ſign is the molt eminent unqueſtionable Qualification of the 
perſon, which when God conferreth ſo notably or diſcernably, that 
man mutt be taken as choſen by God, and they that reject him do fin : 
Theſe Qualifications lie both in Abihnies, Willingnefſe, Conventency 
of habitation, or other exrernals and intereſt in the people; andif 
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(OLE ve 
”;Y » be perſon be emi-- 
nent; . the people be Godeehoive, and to accept that 
man of themielves ; dination ra then an inſuthcient 
man ordained. For as Cypries fai a +7; --ulnpanly Dumini- 
ors & Deum metrens, a peccatore prepoſito ſeparare ſe deber, nec ſe ad ſa- 
erilegt ſacerditis ſacrificra miſcere: quando 1Þ/a maxime hatcat poteſta- 
tem vel eligt nas aronus [act raotes, vel 1margnss YOCH anal : Lea On Th 
ſum videmus de arvine authiritate deſcenaere, nt [acera:s ple be pr. eſexte, 
[ub UH CH iT ac!tTatar, er aign HH Al Jwe LANE HS pr {1C0 jrt aict9 AC 
teſt imo comp! betur. &C.Et ſit ordinati juſt a C> legitima que (mrinm 
ſuſſragis Ca Jaarctoſmerit examinata, |} Tl 'at which 1 elpecial| iy norte is 
the firft words, that God leaves neicher Biſhops at liberty who to or- 
dain, nor people whom to chooſe, but hath ſo deſcribed to them the 
perſons, that it they groſlely erre, their action 1s null : and therefore 
the people themſelves are bound to caſt off a wicked, or utterly unhr 
Paſtor, though all the Biſhops in the world command them to recetve 
them ( as inthe Arrians time ſome did ) And on the contrary they 
are bound to chooſe the fittelt againſt the B:ſhops minde, if he would 
thruſt an unfit one upon them. "Andin luch a cate there 1s lu cient 
ſignification of Gods will that [ This ſhould be the ares and then 
want of Ordination cannot null hs calling, 1t he had none at all : 
For where there is no place for controverſie there 1s no yak ot 2 
Judge : And where God eminently qualifieth one man, and leaves 
another urreriy unfit, there ſhould be no controverſte which 
ſhould be the man. And that Judgement which 15 committed to Or: 
dainers 1s limited, and it is directed by Gods Laws, which it may not 
paſle or contrawct. If it do notoriouſly, the ſame Law commanc: 
the people not to obey man betore God. Alſo this Power is 
grven to certain ends: andit it be uſed againſt thoſe ends, fo that 
ether the ends or that means muſt be fortaken, it is eafte to fee that 
it 1s means and not the ends: :For the means are not alwaies the ſame, 
God having ſtore it any one fail. Eipecially the” means is of poſttve 
morality, » 


on , , 
At fx. udges who = 


ple. But chisis butin: oe ne x65 AN > Dore 

Biſhop or Paſtor, or whe people an ungodly 
man, Or an inſufficient; chis appointmen Nee null, and obli- 
Seth no the people: Nay, 90 hath Meck y obliged them to wor- 
thip bim publiquely, cc. and therefore ry are bound to chooſe a 
man unordained to this ork rather then not perform it: and in (0 
doing they obey God in chooling him whom God hath deſigned, 
and he is a true Paſtor. For as C yprian |: aith, Ub: ſup. Epiſt. by p. 

200,201.) with the whole Synod, | Deſideris veſtro non tam noſt ra 
conſilia quam aitina precepta reſps _ ut, "quibue | mpridem m.nditur 
voce celeſti, © Det lege pr. eſcribitur, quos Co qu.tles oprrtet deſervire 
altari, (3 - facrifucia divin. celebrare, &C. We cram predttts er mani} e= 
ſta; nt mi bt is, Pr ecepris divins neceſj e eſt ob; f _—_ {7 ft r, s 4, erViadnt; nec 
perſ: nam 1n £14/moai rebus acc zwpere, alt alty 14 ct 1quam largiri Poe 
reſt human. indulgentia, ubs intercedit > > /e Tem p50 hot 417 vina pre [rx45 
prio. ] So that in "truth God doth all in convevin 5 the Min:(teriall 


, power ( as Spalatenſts proves of the very Magiſteri al ) yea, he doth 


by his deſcription and qualifications chooſe the | perſon, and only re- 
quire men to accept him whom he hath deſigned, by diſc rning and 
obſerving the ſignes of his Will in the nomination. And mark, that 
ſeeins all that God leaves to man 15no more; therefore Ordination 
and Election do not ſo much differ as ſome think ; both being but 
the Miniftertal determination of the perſon : And therefore it being 
proved calily that Overſeers of the Church are the ſtated Or dainers, 
it follows that they are the Principal Chooſers ; unleſs you will crofs 

Scripture 1n making Ordination to be but a meer empty C: er2mony. 
The people indeed muſt (neceſſitate naturali ad finem) conient ; but 
that's not Election {trictly. Or it they firit propound the m an, yet 
chey do not Determine of him Authoritatively : that is the Ch MY 
Othcers or Governours part : But if he croſs Gods Word palpably 


by malc-1dminiftration, the people have 7udicinm diſcretionis ( as 
Davenant 


Comme 
Enemy, dou | | in 
obedience to th and obe ery uſty, or (if 
none be ſo) chooſe anotheenlt they have Tarther orders : Nay, it is 
hard truſting the gnidanceof that man again that hath once becraied 
us and the Church : And therefore thoſe Biſhops in E»g/and that ſet 
up Drunkards and ſottiſh Readers, and calt out ſuch as a Ames, Par- 
her, Bains, Bradſhaw, Brightman, with multitudes, fuch as Exgland 
was not worthy of; yea, that caſt out the conformable lo faſt, as if 
they had preſently been deſtroying the Preaching of the Goſpel, I 
lay, thele have fo apparently fallified their trutt, that (it we were 
fully reſolved for Biſhops, yet) we cannot ſubmut to them tor Ordt- 
nation or juriſdiction. The Concil. Rhegien/. decreed [ Vt perverſe 
Ordinatores nullis denuo orainationibus interſint | Where then ſhall we 
bave a Biſhop to ordain of the old accuſed Tribe? Alſo they de- 
creed | De remutione ejus quem ordinare perperam duo pre/umpſe- 
runt. | 

Buc then who ſhall be encouraged or allowed publiquely to preach 
without diſturbance, of this the Magittrate is the Judge. Ot the buſi. 
neſle of Election, fee Grorss very right de /mperio [um Pot. cap.10O. 
ſpecially pag.239. Ne Plebs invite Paſtor ebtrudatur, > ſimul ſalvs 
[ſmumm:s poteſt atsb us jure reſcindenai elethiones, ſrqmia forte in Eccleſie 
An! Reipublice permciem erratum ſit. AS David, Selomon, &c. did ex- 
erciſe tuch power : By all this it may be ditcerned that our Churches, 
Miniſters, and Adminittrations, cannot by Papilts or Seekers be juſt- 
ly quettioned for want of ſucceſſion of right Ordination ; no, not 
though they had not had ſo much as a Presbyter at firſt to ordain 
them. And yet we maintain the uſefullneſſe and need of juſt Ordi- 
nation. But I have been farre longer then I intended upon this 
Point, 
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The laſt ObjeRion that I am to anſwer is this; Many of our peo- 
ple will not joyn with us,except they may have all Adminiſtrations as 
| tormerly, 
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2. I belceve there t5no9* -of duck 8 courſe of choolins Pa- 
Rors in any age of the Church,” for 'the people to agree wich then 
before-hand to do as they would have them in evcry getture or other 
circumſtance, or elſe they will not own chem or communicate wich 
them. 

3. It is contrary to the orfice of Paſtors and duties of people. For 
they are to choote a Paitor to guide them, and not to be outded by 
them. Yet we acknowledge the people mult not follow a Paſtor in 
known fin. But then they muſt manitelt it ro be fin, Therefore I adde. 

4. There 15 no Paſtor among us but will be ready to give an ac- 
count, and offer ſatisfaction to any of his people, concerning any 
miſcarriage or male-adminiſtration. For we have engaced our telycs 
to be ſo accountable before our Brethren of the Aſſociation. And if 
our people do reft on the judgement of other men, we ſhall be ready 
to debate the cale with any man that they ſhall bring : Either to re- 
ceive ſatisfaction, or to give latisfaction, 

5. How impollible is ut according to theſe mens principles to keep 

our Churches in Unity > For when many parties be of many mindes 
and ſome will have 'praier on the Books, and others without, ſome 
will have one way of adminiſtration and ſome another, a Miniſter 
cannot pleaſe all : Either therefore they muſt yield that he be their 
Suide in their worſhiping of God, as to Circumitantials, or elſe they 
muſt break in peeces about every circumſtantial difference. 
»» 6. Would you ſubmit it all the Biſhops had adviſed or required 
you to forbear kneeling at the Sacrament ? If nor, ic ſeems you think 
it neceſſary of it ſelf : If you would, then it ſeems you take it for in- 
different : And ſhould any for indifferent things reject the guidance 
of their preſent Teachc:s, and the communion of their Brewbren, and 
the Qxrdinances of God } 
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But if any will yet ſo infiton IT receiving of the Lords 
Supper, as that they will not jz6yn with Miniſter or people, except 
they may have aſſurance before-hand fo to receive it, I ſhall grye 
them my thoughts of their way in theſe few Queſtions : 

©. 1. Do not luch make themſelves or their leaders ( on whoſe 
Authority they take up thele coriceits) to be witer then the Lord Je 
lus and his Apoſtles? Chritt thought 1t not neceflary either to deliver 
it to [is P1lctples kneeling, nor yet to command-that it ſhould be fo 
delivered. And thete men it ſeems do judge it neceſſary. 

Obj. Chritt d1d not command all things neceſſary, but left tome to 
the command of the Church. 

eAnſw. Things of a ftanding neceliity which ought to be praRti- 
ſed by his Church ordinarily in all ages, Chriit hath commanded. But 
things that vary according to the variation of times, places, per 
ſons, cc. he hath determined only in generall, and left the ſpecial 
determination to Church-Governours, to be varied as occaſion re- 
quires; ( As what time the Sermon ſhall begin, how long it ſhall be, 
on what Text, where the Congregation ſhall- meer, cc.) Now 1 
would know whether kneeling m the act of receiving have any neceſs 
lity now which it had not formerly, even 1500. or 16co, years 290 t 
Do any bring any new reaſon of its neceſlity ? I know of none. The 
common reaſon 15| Ve cannot ferve God to0 reverently ] And was 
not that reaſon as torctble then as now > both when Chritt was vifis 
bly preſent, and afterward when the Church tor many 100. years was 
poſlefed with as great a reverence ot God as ihe higheit x retenders 
BOW are. 

9. 2. Doth it not imply a deniall of Scripture-ſufficiency to be 
the pertect rule of Faith andLite? the great point that differenceth 
the, Reformed Churches from the Papiits. For though it belong not 
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| Sf Cha for manybundredyearsafter Chriſt > For ic is certain, i 
that for ſo long the Church ufed not to receive kneeling ; Proved, k 
1,In that for a long time the Sacrament was received with their Love- [ 
Feaſts conjun&ly. 2. For longer time the Churches would nor ſo Y 
much as kneel in, praier on the Lords Day ; much leſſe in receiving 
the Sacrament. Yea, they accounted it a hainous offence to kneel in ( 
praicr, and made many Canons againft it in feverall ages. But ſome 
objec, that as they did not receive kneeling, ſo they did not receive 
ſitting : For it was ſtanding, and ſtanding was then a praier-geſture, 
and therefore we muſt recetve it in our prater-geſture now. 

eAxſ. 1. Will not ftanding now ſatisfle the Conſciences of theſe | 
men, when they think that all the Primitive Churches did but both 
pray and receiveſo? 2. When will theſe men prove what they af- 
fifm, that it was ſtanding and not fitting that was the geſture then 
aſed in Receiving > Why, they ſay, becauſe it was ſtanding that was 
then commanded in the publique worſhip. Arn/. But they ſhould 
prove that it was in all worſhip : and not in Prayer and Praiſes only, 

How come ſo many Canons about the Order of Presbyters, Dea- 
cons,e+c. ſitting? Indeed they did keep the Lords day as a day of 
thankſgiving, as being in commemoration of the greateſt mercy that 
the world hath received, even Redemption by Chriſt : And there- 
fore partly in commemoration of his Reſurrection, partly to avoid 
all ſignes of dejetion (which were thought unfit on daies of Thankſ- 
giving ) they commanded ſtanding in Prayer ( not at Sacrament ) 
as judging ſicting roo unreverent, and kneeling unſutable to the ſo- 

mnity and rejoycing of the day : fo that it was in oppoſition te 
kneeling that ſtanding in Prayer was required. And therefore the 
fame Councils forbad Faſting on the Lords day as a haynous fin, and 
many Fathers mage it @ mark of the true Churches and Chriſtians 
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vice'v 22 Twin Afertyr faich, Apul.2. 
[ Afeer this we all Rile"ang offer And is it not plain 
then that they ſate before they roſe ?* and that ftanding was bur the 
Prayer fgeſture in ſtead of kneeling? - 3. The injunction is expreſly 
[ for ſtanding, and not kneeling ] as oppoſite. I can ſhew them 
where it's ſaid [ Die Dominico fejunium nefas dicimus ; wel de Genica- 
ls adorare,&c.| Tertull. ( if it be his) de Coron. Milir.cap.z8. Let 
them ſhew the like againſt fitting at the Sacrament. 

But what if this had been ſo > Had it not been as good an Argu- 
ment to ſay, Standing was their Hearing-geſture : and ſitting is ours : 
therefore we muſt Receive ſitting becaule itis our Hearing geſture. 
And is it not a better Argument then either to ſay [Sitting was their 
eating Geſture ( and among them where Chriſt adminittred it, a 
homeher ſitting then ours is: ) and therefore we muſt take it in our 
Eating or Feaſting geſture : as it's certain the Primitive Chriſtians 
did.'] It 1s therefore trequently by the Fathers called [ a Feaſt. ] Ter+ 
tull. (ad Urxorem li.2. c.4.) cals it | Convivinm Dominicum. | Yet 
will not we urge this better Argument to prove ſitting Neceſſary 
(but give them that defire it leave to ſtand :) much leſs ſhould they 
urge a plain ſophiſme for the Neceſlity of Kneeling. 

Dneft.4. Do not thele men deſtroy their own Cauſe, when they 
would prove the Necellity ot Kneeling, from a Neceflity of Confor- 
mity to the Univerſal Church 2 Nay doth not this Argument ſhew a 
Popiſh heart? For it ſeems they take not all or any of the Reformed 
Churches of France, Holland, Germany, Scotland,%c. who Receive 
ſitting or ſtanding, to be any part of the Univerſal Church. 2. If 
they take not the Primitive Church tor many hundred years to be any 
part of the Univerſal Church, then they are worſe then Papiſts. If 
they do, then may not we better argue [ The Primitive Church did 
not Kneel tn Receiving ; therefore we muſt not} then they can ar- 
gue | The Church of later times did Kneel in Receiving : therefore 
ated 719 we 
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as low as Chry/oſtowe's titme, a8 15 bat An doration of Chriſt at the 

Sacrament] that they prove. : And who'/denteth that > We ſtill pray 

to him before we Receive : Adoration and Kneeling are not all one : 

and Adoration by Kneeling 1s not all one with the doing this in the 
- act of Receiving. 

Deſt. 5. Do not theſe men make themſelves wiſer then all the 
Biſhops and Centormilts ux Zxg/and, who did ever in their Writings 
and Diputings, - maintain our Ceremonies to be things indiffe- 
rent? And now they will elteem them ſo Neeeſflary, that they will 
turn their. back on Gods Ordinances, and become Separatiits for 
them ? 

Qwefſt.6. Is it got the more inexcuſable for theſe men to turn So- 
parauits, andithat on fo ſmall an occation, as tor a Ceremony or 
Gefture ; in that they have both hved in an Age wherein they have 
ſo fully ſeen the miſchiets of Separation : and alſo have themſelves 
ſpoke ſo much againſt Separatilts.as they have done? yea and (till 
do ; while themielves become the great Separatiſts, and ſo do but re- 
proach themſelves. 

bj. Itis not we that Separate : but they that deny us the Sacra- 
ment Kneeling are the Caufe. 
 eAvſ. Soallthe Separatiſts ſay, It is not long of them; and pre- 
tend that they are neceflitated co it. But who s to be the Guide. of 
facred Ations? Minifter or People? What if we ſhould deny ts 
give if tothem that {it> Would you think that we gave them juſt 
occaſion to ſeparate ? - Judge by former times. And yet they have 
more ſhew of reaſon to ſay ſo. Beſides, I have not ſeen any put 
away for ng: Bur if they may approach the Table and cake it 
with the reſt, in what Geſture they pleaſe, yet this will not fatisfie 

. themunleſs allo it be put into their bands : Though it DE 
at 
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Conſcience, as they # xe in Receiy ording to theirs > If his 
Conſcience tell him, that be ſhould deliver it but ts the co: 
conjunctly as Chriſt did, and their Conſcience te!l them they ſhould 

take 1t Kneeling - why ſhould not he be as much the guide of his own 
Actions, as they of theirs? If it were a duty to pur it into their hands, 
it 15 lis duty and nat theirs; and therefore the not doung it, would be 
his tin and not theirs : and what need their Conſcience therefore 
drive them from the Ordinance ? elſe we mutt needs break all in pie» 
ces: For if we put it into every mans kands, then they that think we 
ſhould do otherwiſe muſt depart. 

neſt. 8. No not they that would make more duties and fins then 
God hath made, for get that they have enough to do already? and 
that they are wont to think it t00 much that God himſelf hath com- 
manded them ? and that they will leave themſelves at laſt more un- 
excuſable for the neglect of the duties of Gods preſcribing, when they 
could adde {0 mach o more ? 

Duet. g. Should we not in doubttull cates take the ſafer ſide > And 
iS it - not fater to do as Chritt and his Apoſtles and his Church for ma+ 
ny hundred years did, then to tollow the novelties of later times > Is 
it not certain that where there 15 no Law, there 15nNO tranſsrefſion ? 
and I know of no Law binding us to Receive kneeling : therefore for 
my part I cannot tear that Chrift will condemn me tor tollowing his 
own; his Apoltles and tus Churches example,when he never gave me 
a word te the contrary. 

Obj. If Chritts example bind to-lit, then you muſt alſo imitate him 
in doing it in an upper room, and but to twelve Cc. 

Anſ.1. This Objection 1s nothing [O Our Queltion, For we be not 
affirming that fining 15 Neceſſary, but that it 5 Certainly lawful, and 
thas Kneeling is nor tuch a duty, as tat men ſhouly retuſe Commu- 
nion 
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determination;-n& Cem wefor to bind ac 
all times. For if ſueh-Eay Z id-be ' Ne, "would have made 
them. 3. It-is the prefent Guides of tt that are upon the 
place, and ſee the occaſions, that muſt derermine ſuch Circumſtanti- 
als as are of mutable determination. And former Church-Gover- 
nours can no more take away the power of the preſent, then they 
can deprive them of their Office ; it being eflentiall ro the Office of 
every Paſtor to be a Guide or Ruler of tys Flock. 4. It you think 
that all Church-Canons ( yea though it be General Gouncils ) bind, 
then you are bound to Contradictories : for one Council hath otr 
croſſed another. And Papiſts themſelves diſclaim many things en- 
joyned by Canons. The 16. Canon of the 4. Counc. of Carthage, 
requires Miniſters not to reade the Books oft Heathens : Doth this 
bind now ? Many the like might be mentioned. 5. It you will needs 
take your ſelves bound by Canons, I pray you tell me whether the 
Canons of a few Biſhops in Eng/and ot late, ſhould bind againſt the 
Canons and conſtant practice of the Primitive Church, and of the 
Apoſtles themſelves > They forbid Kneeling on the Lords day ; and 
the Apoſtles practiſed ſitting at Sacrament ; and either our late Ca- 
nons are Null for contradicting the former which were of greater 
authority ; or elſe neither are binding. 6. According to their own 
grounds, our Biſhops had no power to make Canons, both becauſe 
' they were no Biſhops, for want of a ſuccellive true Ordination, and 
becauſe they had made themſelves uncapable. Even the matter of 
our Biſhops Ele&ion, according to many Canons, made them unca- 
pable ofever being Biſhops more. The tourth Can. Concel. Aurelian. 
Decrees, not only that the Clergy and people mult conſent, but that 
if their conſent were bur forced { or they inclined) by the oppreſlion 
of thoſe in power, that Biſhop ſhould be depoſed for ever, as coming 
in more by violence then by lawtull Decree. Now bow our Engliſh 
Biſhops came in, I had rather their friend Grotixs ſhould tell _ 
! en 
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1. The Do&rne! BE Leglative Power in the 
Church, Lys zefore. 'T Fe 'L varine afthe Church of F 7/494 
youmay finde, Artiel.6. & Art. 22; The words are theſe [ Holy 
Scriprute containeth all things neceſſary to ſalvation : ſo that whac- 
ſoever is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be 
required of any man, that it ſhould be believed as an Article of the 
faith, or to be thought requiſite or neceflary to ſalvation. ] And 
Art.22. [ When (General Councils) be gathered togetier, tor as 
much as they be an Afembly of men whereot all be not governed 
with the Spirit and Word ot God, they may erre, and ſometume 
have erred, evenin things pertaining unto God : \V heretore things 
ordained by them, as neceflary to falvatiun, have neither ſtrengt! 
nor auttoriry, unleſs it may be declared; that they be taken out ot 
holy Scripture. ] 

It were tedious to cite what Proteſtant Epiſcopall Divines ſay to 
this point, I will only cite ONE, D* Sztliwe de Concil. {.2.c.: Where 
he lates down this Polition, [| Non mnt COnciliornm aecrera ae /Acr is 
Eccleſie miniſtris, & eoram Officizs Eccleſia que Cereminus © Rinbus, 
Chriſtianos neceſſarto [igare. | Prob. 1. Non lizant Gut NOVAS inſt - 
tuunt Det celendt formulas,&c. At mm att;s Conciliorum multa (unt 


ejms generu arcreta. Vuuergo Chriſtianus contra Chriſtiane livertatis 
leges ers le oblirart /inat ? 2. Nen ligant aaque mullo mAgM, Qu re P4467 = 
nant verbo Det,&XC. 3. Non erant imponenas | Jes ener. | .v Ker CE? ices 
Chriſtianorum, Mat. 1 1. AC. I 5 - Hujulms is EY 76 BREY "| hi [. 745 *xcuts 
poſſe,nemsa non viact. 4. Chriſt us nos liberavit a [erwitute tradi ionum G 
leoum humanarum,&C.cujuſmoas plara conciliorum [an(l1:r.49 ww {[rman- 
tur. 5. Omnia in Eccleſia aa eaificationem fieri debent. S1erss ali 1:44 
Conciliorum ſtatwuta [canaals [uit Chriſtians, toll; d:bent. $1 lagoueums 
$ricinnt conſcientius, diſſolvenda [unt. Si inatilia eſſe aepre henduntar, 
& minime decora,ahjiciends. Neque {une debium eft quin Eclofge Rec 
mane Canones de Ceremonits, & Eccleſie Miniftrorum celibaty, © 
huju(moat, valde fent captioſi & oneroſi (> inutiles. 6. Aires Eccieſre 
Chrijtiane oft endunt omnia Canomum decreta licet aliwam ju/ta non {em- 
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Aſſociations. I was deſirous alſo to fave the ignorant from the dan- 
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Left any ſhou m milinterpret K _ have here ſaid, apainit theſe 
Popiſh Objectors, I here profeſs, 1. That it is far from my intent 
to raiſe any jealoulies of any pious Moifcopat Divines, as if they 
were Popiſh. I ſpeak of no other, but that late Generation of C aſ- 
ſandrian, Gretian Papiſts, who think they can do Rewe more ſervice 
under the name of Proteſtants, by drawing men to Traditions and 
Divifions, then it they ſhould declare thenilelyes French Papifts. I 
have partly told you how to know them. They will diſpute as zea- 
louſly as a Proteſtant againſt the Popes Infallibility, and his being 
above a Genera! C ouncil, but they can conſent to his Ptimacy, and 
mok of his Dottrines, eſpecially againit the pertection and ſufficiency 
of We Scripture 

. I do not ſpeak againit mens ſeeking a Reconciliation with Rome, 
on PR and honeſt terms. I think it one of the happieit works in the 
world, could it be accompliſhed : AndI think the Frerch are the only 
people to be firſt dealt with to that end. And long to lee providence 
{0 turn things about, as that there might be a Council firit of theſe 
two Nations for the attempting of ſuch a work. And I am palt 
doubt, that it would be the happieſt way to pull down Antichritt (if 
the Pope be he) that hath been yet of late undertaken. But if ever 
\uch a thing be accompliſhed, it muft be by Uniting in one Creed, 
as containing all things ſufficient to ſalvation ; which mult be wholly 
raken. out of Scripture, and not ſuch as the Treat Conteſfion is ; 
Upon which Agreement they may openly acknowledge each other 
for Brethren and true Churches, without compelling each other to 
Uaiformity in the leſſer matters, but bearing with each others diffe- 

Fences. 


SS bY 
Ve 
- 
=« A—_ — cc a_' — x 


Af fatinp 
art | cer 'y chat all god- 
thfull, Orth® amp xogether, co guide their 

Flocks in thefe licenition xroogh our Diviſions they be 

made a Prey. And ifs that fo math x D ror may be Unani- 

mouſly exerciſed as we are all agreed in, left our Cengregattons be 
a reproach through their pollutions ; and men ſhould forget the 
true nature of Ch riſtianity , and we have all laid waſt, or overgrown 
with weeds, while the hedge lieth down, Nor do 1 pretend tO an 
ability of afluring the world, whether Epiſcopacy, Presbytery or 
what elſe is the right way of Government : though 1 am more pet- 
ſwaded every day, that the Truth mult be eathered from the ſeveral 
parties, who ea ich of them hold a part of it in peculiar. But my con- 
celts iti theſe matrers, I have no call to open to the world yet, which 

I perceive not likely much to regard them, as perhaps they do not 

deſerve it. 

Laftly, Underitand thar it is not only thoſe that differ in Govern- 
ment that wEdeſire ſhould Unite with us : but alſo thoſe thar differ 
in Doctrines, fo they be ſuch as can heartily fubſcride our Protethton, 
and will manage their differences in Peace and Love. I need not name 
any partics, ſeeing it is aſcern 1able dy our Acrcement, whom we do 
intend. 

Oaty let all know, Taat the Able, God! v, Faithfull and Peaceable 
of al! chete forts, we he, rt I |  defire to unite with as Brethren : bur 
the Inſufficient, Ungodly, Untaichtull, Unpe be we do deiiclaim,ot 
what Opin:on, Side or pa rty i toever the\ = 
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Shall conclude av with this hy mble Requelt to ail my Bret hr 2n in the 
Minittry, In the Name ot our great" Lord and Nlaſter, has they 
would forget all form: r injuries _ difizrences io far, as roſy 
to addreſſe themſelves to ſeek Pea ” 1d Reconc:liation:; And to tha Þ 
end that they would here and in: | C ountreys pretently enter into 
ſome fraternall Aſſociations ; wy there meckly and ſelf-der yingly 
ro ſet themlelyes with one heart and ſoul to carry on Chriſts work 10 
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Satan will make his advantage of theſe daies of Licentiouſneſſe : Lec 
us {traiten the bond of Chriſtian Uniry and Love, arid help each c- 
ther againit the powers of hell, and joyn our Forces againit our con:- 
mon+Enemy. Have you not had yet time arid means enough to ob- 
ſerve how God hath been offended with your unpeaceable proceed- 
ings? ſeeking to oppreſle and ſubdue each other by force, rather 
then to win each other by love and Evidence of truth > The Epiſco- 
pot party when they were up, making that ſad havock of the Church 

y the perſecution of their brethren, which this land is like to larhent 
yet longer : The Presbyterians when they were up, ſceking their e- 
jection too raſhly, without ſufficient means of ſatisfaction ; What 
thould I rip up the faults of others which the Sun hath ſeen, and the 
world rings ot 2 Truly Brethren I ſpeak it that we may all be bum- 
bled, and go weeping together in ſeeking the Lord with our taces Z;- 
en-ward, {aying, Core, let us joyn our ſelves to the Lord in a per» 
petual! Covenant that ſhall not be forgotten, er. 50.4,5,6. I would 
rot open our ſhame, were it not neceſſary to our htumihation and re- 
formation'; But the worid knows it already. As God tels us of it, 
ſo the railing, maliciovs, intulting enemies tell us of it. Have not 
ſome ot y ou 10 led the way in fecret or open v:lifying, deriding, con- 
remning and aſperſing your brethren, that thereby y ou, even you, 
have been the wicans ol raiſing thoſe calun:nies thas you_cannot al- 
lay ; and have ut choſe words into the mouths of the wicked, which 
they daily belch forth to the pleaſing of the devil, the grieving of 
all lovers of holineſſe and peace, and the undoing of their own fouls, 
fo bitrer]y and ſcornfull Fave uſed the name of an Independent, that 
the molt Reverend, and Learned, and godly of that way, do with 
the multitude lie under ſuck contempr, that they are the lefle capable 


of ſucceſſetul ſerving God in their places ; ſo reproachfully and con- 
rem-- 
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the ears of the work : So mat: nan of anott r Nation cannot reade 
the reports of Civil or pres] affairs and or Scotland, but 
he muſt reade it intermixed with the Accuſations, _ oaches, and 
Slanders of the tame 7 I will not now go ſo newr the quick, 25s to 
meddle with matters of bloud, even the bloud ol confeſſes Saints, in 
which we little - 10ug it ten \ ears ago, that ſuch {hould haic had a 
hard. as have —_ itto Godard men: Only I will ſay, 

Th ele hin 18S ML. R {it cloie to ſome mens conluences: Bur tins I wou Id 
ſerioully lave you cortider, whether the feariuil dariger that the Go- 

ſpel and C briſtian cauſe 1s in this day, be not prinapaily occaſioned 
by your di\ 1018s, emulacions and contention S ? And it it ſhould fall 
out (whic! God Ore erit ; that Academies and Miriitry be caſt down, 
that Popery be lee in, that the power. of godlinefle be ſwallowed u 1p 
by ſchitmes and prop haneſſe ; \W ls :0t your names be the firſt in the 
curſe > Who knows not that the Civiſions of the Paſtors leade the 

people into diviſions? yea, ard that they are as backward yet as al- 
moſt any to heal them 2? In all thiST exclude not my felt Though | 
can'truly ſay, that i alway loved peace, and { hated cer 7 Air onngs fy 
ding ; yet] unfeignedly bewail ( and confeſſe my fin before God 
and the world ) thatlI cid love the one and | ate the other no more, 
that ever I did fo niucl} againſt - ace and no more for it, O Brethren, 
it's we that leade the way to divilion that wuit tcund the retreat, and 
jointly leade the way tO recor.cil:ator . We have no other way letr 
ro heal our wounded conlctences, and |.1de our fin and ſhame (under 
Jeſus Chriſt : ) We have no oil;er way to revive the hopes of the 

Churches, now they ſeem to be re:dy to gaip their laſt ; nor yet to 
reſcue the fouls of our poor people who are foine of them ready t0 
turn Papiſts, as ſoon as l:berty kach opened the door wide enough 
for che Prieſts and Jeluices to be familiar among them : andthe reſt 
of them are ready to think all Religion to be Uncertain ,or vain while 
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and yet happy England; if WWwould da to: Alas, that ever men,that a 

men that make ſo Fong ciene aying, hearing, reading, Sa a 

craments,ſhould make no more conſcience of their duties for the peace bo 

of the Church > When Chriſt hath ſo frequently, ſo plainly, fo pier- w 

cingly inculcated, Love, Peace,over and over, as he hath done, and oc 

yet that Chriſtian s.VCA Miniſters do ſo ftrangely overlook them ; and « 

reade them as if tl: £\ read them not : When the Lord hath placed {9 I 

much of the very nature of Chriſtianity in it, and made it ſo neceſſa- I 

ry to our yery ſal ation, that yet we ſhould paſſe it over ſo lightly, ſi 

and with ſo little obſervation : O what hypocriſte ! what ſelt-con- c 

demning 1s 1t for TO cry out of the divitions and ichiſmes of the times, l 

| as moſt do, and when weave done to ſit ſtill when we ſhould endea- c 
: vour to heal them, and when we that have made the breach ſhould - 
| make it up. Div: fion and want of love ts a ſin that all men are ready ſ 
3 to blame in others, and exclaim of in the generall: and yet that we p 
| ſhould be ſo deeply 8 guilty our ſelves, as it we had not run far enough C 
in the guilt already : Alas Bt ethren, are not the effects of our fon ( 

| before our eyes which way ever we look 2 into City, Countrey, int , 
; Parliament that late was, and into the Army, into men of all nw? 
F and degrees? and 1s 1t not time to return ? Again therefore, I be- 
ſeech you make out after Union and Reconciliation. And to that ' 

end get all together, and keep conſtant meetings in Aﬀociations. a 

jealouſies and jarring 93 are occaſioned by tratigeneſs and diſtance | 


When you hear men ſpoken evil of, and do not hear them ſpeak for 
F 4.5 themſelves. Fan iliarit y would much further the cure of differences : 
Devils and wicked men can aoree in evil doing, and goe hand 
in hand in ſin; and ſhail not we unite 1in the work of God What, 
we ! that look to live 1n heaven together, and there to be emp loyed 
| all in one bleſſed work of praifing the liv ins ard moſt bleſied God > 
" Will ir do you good then to remember your * ſtrangeneſle and difſen- 
Lions 
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s and run and lay out | their painsunwe yo divide the Church, 
. and that we will not do half fo much to heal itand unite ic? Our office 
! is tO be builders, and building is conjoyning, and demol:ſhing and 
| deſtroying is dividing. I contefle it is a work of excceding dithculty, 
| to bring even the belt to be of one minde: We are of iuch various 
| inteilectuall complextons and ltatures, and all to impertect in know- 
ledge, and they that do know are fo unable to convey thetr know- 
ledge to their prejudiced, uritudied, unprepared brethren, or to make 
ſuch impreſlton on other mens underlitandings, as 15 nec cflary to their 
conviction, that it 15 no wonder it Agreement be a ditfculr clur, g. Be- 
lides, miſtakes once received do 10 intinuate into the vet 'V wh | and 
do lo ſ{trangely multiply, and engage men betore they are aware to 
maintain them, and errour { asall tin ) 15 of fuch a decceitiull nature, 
ſeeming to be the beit when it 15 the wortt, and alwaies coming under 
the oreten ce of 2ts contra 'Yo and the gSreal deceiver 15 fo Skiiliull and 
diligent, to ſet out his wares o tlie belt ad\ ancage, that 1t 1S NO WOR= 
der 1t the Churches Teachers be perverted. Betides this, men are of 
ſuch difference in the ſtrength ot their n aturall parts, and alſo do fo 
difler in the advantages ot unproving them, and ſome itudy fo hard 
and ſome ſo htitle, that it 15 no wonder it there be almott as many 
mindes as men. Some allo have ſuch pattions to pervert their under- 
Kandings, and tome have ſuch ſtrong tempratio ns and c wn ill inte- 
reſts, and ſo mar y talſe hearts are ready to creep into the belt Aj- 
ſemblies, that it 1s no wonder it dividing be ealier then uni ung 
Yea, ( which is the core ot all our miſery ) there 1s in moſt of uz 
ſo much pride aud falle eſtimation of our own concepions, that 1t 13 
not the ſmalleſt difficulty to convince us ot our igrorance, and to 
make us know how little we know ; yea, ſuch proud ſpirits will quar- 
rell with the light, becauſe ir came not originaily trom their « hug 
and let the choicett diſcoveries be ſent from heaven to th em,they will 
CON" 
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| [EIS DFE as OUrs 1s. T ſeriouſly pro- 
feſſe that I often worider how-men, ach men, godly 4 ee 
maintain ſo much ſeeming peace with-God, and their own conſcien- 
ces, who do ſo little for the Churches peace : and how they can ever 
hope to die in peace that ſtudy no more to live in peace ? If without 
holineſſe here there be no hope of holineſle or happineſſe hereafter, 
how can there be any bopes ot everlaiting peace to thole that do not 
here value and purſue peace 2 What ! Preachers of the Goſpel > and 


yet torget their Malters name! | The King rf Salem, the Prince of 


Peace, | and torget the Goſpels nature and citle || to be, The meſſage 
of Peace ; ] and torget their own orfice which is to be [| The Meſſen- 

ers of Peace, Jand torget the title ot that way which they muſt preach 

T he way of Peace ; ] and forget that it 1s the deſcription of the wic- 
ked | The way of peace they have not known ; and to forget that it is 
their curſe [ T here 15 no peace to the Wicked - and to forget chat great 
benediction of our Lord, | Bleſſed are the Peace-makoxs, ] yea, and to 
forget the tenour of our hinall ſentence [| They ſhal enter into Peace ; ] 
and the nature of our everlaſting inheritance, what abſurdicies are 
all cheſe > how inconliitent with that calling which we profefſe and 
do pretend to ? 

But I know there is none of us ſuch enemies to peace, but we would 
be content to have it ſo it be upon our own terms ; If all men will 
rake up their opinions, and ſtoop to their wils, what men ſo wicked 
but would yield ro peace ? Bur is that ſeeking tor it, and denying our 
ſelves for it, and cloling in Chriſt, the common center > All that 1 
will ſay more to you, ſhall be in theſe following Prognoſticks, which 
do alſo inumarte the 1mpediments and difficulties, and do point out 
our Own duties. 

In generall, I am confident if this be Gods ſeaſon for the reſtoring 
of his Church, it will be his ſeaſon alſo for the uniting of his people : 
And let all the: dividers know, that they labour in vain while they 

| think 
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obſervation thoſe Texts of Ce. which before they ſlipt 0- 
ver and felt no force or ſavour-in ; ſo that they thall wonder how 
they could ſo overlook ſuch ſerious precepts, and ſuch clear diſcove- 
ries of their Maſters will : ſuch as 1 Cor. 1. 10,11. cc. and 3. 3,4- 
R:m.16.17,18. Phil.z3.15,16. 1 Theſ.5.13,14,15. ſpecially Roms!15. 
1 ,2,3,4,5,0,7- and 14. 1. &e. Fam. 3. 17, iS. 1 Cer. 12. 12. &c: 
Aat. 5.9. GIil. 6,1. Rom. 12.9,10, 15,16,17,18. totheend. O chat 
theſe tew verſes of this Chapter were butcontcionably practiſed even 
by the eminent Leaders of the Flock of Chriſt. 

3. When God will do this great work, he will wonder fully convince 
his people of the {intulneſle of their diviſions, and of that perverſe 
emulation and zeal which they were wont to entitle God himſelf to; 
and tv glory in as a part of their chieteſt duty : They ſhall no more 
reproach one another, and lie vilifying their Brethren behinde their 
backs, and one ſay [It 5 all long of theſe Independents, ] and ano- 
ther [This we may thank the Presbyterians for, ] and athird [: The 
Prelaticall Conformitts did all this : But they ſhall lee that we were 
all too blame, and every man ſhall acknowledge his unpeaceable miſ- 
carriages, and heartily lament them betore the Lord, and loath them- 
ſelves tor all their emulations. 

4. Yea, when God will do this work, he will make his people feel 
an indiſpenſible obligation lying on them, to ſeek peace, and purſue 
- ſo that they ſhail be no more able to relt with quiet conſciences 
ill they have ſent to one another, confeſſed their miſcarriages, and 
deſired reconciliation and conſtant Aſſociations for the unanitnous 
cajxying on the work of Chritt, then now they can reſt in peace: of 
conlctence without Preaching Praying, or any other dyty. 
5."Yea, God will poſleſſe them with ſuch a Love to Peace, and 
R fuch 
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6. Yea God wilt raiſe in his people fach deep apprehenſions of the 
hainous wickedneſs of — principles - practiſes ( which are 
now accounted aQts of piety) 'that they ſhall not make a Iight matrer 
of them any more : But Chriſtians ſhall think and ſpeak of Diviſions 
and Emulations, and breaking into parties, as now they think and 
ſpeak of Theft, Whoredom, Murder, or ſuch like. 

7. Yea God will cauſe his people to deteſt the very Names of Di- 
viſion, and lay them by as occaſions and badges of our diſagreement. 


And TI think E piphanius and Auſtin's and others long Lifts of Hereſies 
' wilt not be in ſo good efteem as they are at this day. For though che 
' ſchiſme will be more abhorred, yet it will noc be every ſuch difference 
in Judgement, as ſome of theirs, that will be taken for a ſufficient 


Sround to call a man a Heretick. 

8. Morcover, when God will reſtore his Church, he will pive meek 
and humble ſpirits to his people, and rake down much of that pride 
which now cauſeth and continueth our Diviſions : Thoſe proud men 
that now value their Reputation and carnall intereſts Laing the 
Churches Unity, and Reformation ; that fo value their own under- 
andings, that they think contemptuouſly of other mens - ſhall then 
be low in their own eyes, and prefer therir-Brethren before themſelves. 
Fhe pride of Chriltians, eſpecially of Miniſters, is now the main im- 


. pediment to our Union : This curſed fin makes men look with an 
- envious eye at every Brother thatis efteemed above them, and ( as 
*they think ) doth cloud them tn the eyes of rhe people : It makes 


Miniſters (eek after applauſe, and makes them impatient of flighting 
anddiſefteem' And while they ar@ ſtriving who ſhall have the gteac- 
x party, they are cngagedin-Diviſion before they are 4ware : For- 
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his people baſe in their own eyes, and gldd to be lighted, vilified and 
{aid by, ſo it might bur conduce to the Unity and Peace of the Church, 
and the furthering ofReformation. © As Clemens Roman. ad Corinth. 
ſaich, pag.69 [ He therefore that is rong, mercifull, full of charity 
among you, let him ſay, [ If it be for me, that Sedicion, Contention 
and Diviſions zriſe, I will depart, I'le be gone whither you will; 1 
will do what the people command me, ſo be it that the Flock of Chriſt 
may live in Peace with thoſe Presbyters that are ſet over them. J] He 
that ſhall do'this,will win himſelf much honour in the Lord ; and eve- 
ry place will glacly receive him. ] 

9. Yea God will cauſe men to abkorre that cenſoriouſneſs of their 
Brethren,and thoſe ſecret defires to deſtroy their reputations, which 
are the fruit of this Pride. So that they who now are queſtionin 
every mans [incerity that doth not pleaſe them, and making the wort 
of every mans actions and ſpeeches, ſhall then cover mens infirmi- 
ties by that charity which thinketh not and ſpeaketh not evil, which 
envieth nor, and 1s not puffed up: And they ſhall be o conſcious 
of their own faults and frailties, as that it ſhall conſtrain them to 
renderneſs and compaſlion on their Brethren, and to judge the beſt 
till they know the worſt ; and they ſhall learn to hear a cenſurer and 
backbiter with as much indignation as now they hear a ſwearer or 
a her. 

10. Yea God will take them off from all their engagements to par- 
ties, and let them perceive that the very names of parties are a diſho- 
nour to the Church ; and that Chriſtians ſhould not think of a party,” 
but as a man thinks of his wounds ; with ſmart and ſorrow. 

11. Alſo when this bleſſed work of healing ſhall be wrought, 
God will ſhew his people the ſinfulneſs of that zeal for inferiour pare 
ticular opinions ( true or falſe ) which makes them think that they 
ought to do many things againſt the Churches Unity and Peace. He 
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"213 od will Jet men ſee that iv15-the ſubſtance of Chriſtianicy 
that Chriſtiaris muſt Center and Unire in ; aud 
rake thoſe for Brethren that bold that ſubſtance, 
ſeveral inferiour things. 

'14. And God will teach his people to be hereafter leſs cruel and 
proud, then to impoſe new Articles of faith upon their Brethren ; 
and to put their own Interpretations into their Creed : He will teach 
men to be more mercifull to the Church then to load her wich Canons 
and Conftitutions of men, containing unneceſſary dividing determi- 
nations; and ſeeking to force all to their obedience. 

15. For whenever God intendeth Peace and Uniry to his Church- 
es, he will cauſe men freely to give his Word the honour of its ſuffi- 
ciency, and to take it for a pertect Rule of Faith and Worſhip; as 
that which hath left nothing undetermined which was fic for a ſtated 
univerſall determination : And theretore men ſhail ſee the vanity, 
yea the ſinfulneſs of mens undertaking to determine by Canons what 
God chought nor fit ro determine in thus Laws : except oniy tor the 
occaſional determining of that in particular which God hath deter- 
mined only in general], and directed man by his Rules how to de- 
termine in ſpecial : which therefore muſt not be by a fixed univerſal 
Determination ( for then God would bave done it himſelt ) bat by 
a temporary determination, to be changed as occaſions ſhall require ; 
and therefore in moſt things to be lett ro che particular Church- 

uides, who are upon the place, and imployed in the work. Alſo 
Cod wil reach men to take the Scripture for ſufficientin matter of 
Belief: and to ſcrew men no higher, not adding their ſupernumer«- 
ry Articles, as the Council of Trent, no nor putting a word among 
their Fundamentals as neceſſary which is not in the Scripture. What 
hope of Union when there is no Uniting Rule or Center agreed on ? 
And can tbe Papilts, or any other over-doing zealots, imagine, thar 
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ches there be any Winggainiſe; bow much more Chriſtian 
tir, and probablero ſucceed; $6tebate the raſe in peace, 
then-to t. with, $.'24 Irisan; unlikely time for -agreement, 
when one party 1s in proſperity) andpower,: and thinks he can have 
his will without cohdeſcending} to & loving Chriftian debating of our 
difterences : Mans proud corrupt heart, will hardly be taken off from 
the uſing of his carnal weapons and advantages : but will think that 
God puts ſuch power and opportunities into his hand, for. the pro- 
moting of his particular opinions and wates, by force, and not by ſa- 
usfying the unſatisfied. 3. 'Another diſadvanrage is, ignorant or 
wicked Magiltrates in tne-Sovereignty : who ether underſtand not 
the waies of the Lord, or eiſe hate them, and would undermine 
them ; either, 2s f«{ian, by giving every party a liberty of conten- 
ding, and of publiſhing their Geluſions, and denying openly the 
Foundation ;' and working on the poor people, who are uſually ea- 
ſiliec taken with conficent ſpeeches then with ſolid reafonings : Or 
elſe ( on the other extream ) to uſe a fooliſh violence, with thoſe 
that difſent in infer:our things ; and to become adiſcoyragement to 
true piety and tendernels of Conſcience. The later we have felt for- 
merly ; the former we have felt lately ; and fear yet more. Burt what 
(God may yet do upon tins change of our Government, we cannot 
tell: Letallthat love the Churches Peace and welfare pray, That our 
Rulers may ayoid theſe two deſtroying extreams, of giving tg mach 
Liberty, or too /itt/e. 

You ſee, Breibren, there's many things to be done, and preat 
changes to be made on the, hearts of: the bett, before the Church-of 
Chritt 1s like to be reſtored by Unity and Peace. Yet God can db all 
this in a moment, when lus time 15 come, O ſet to the work, that we 
may lee that our deliverance 15 at hand. I think you have now as fit a 
{:aton in one refpect,as ever you had : When you had the advantage 
0:Tupcilority and !riviar Power, your ears were ltopr, your hearts 
R 13 were 
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this County! t6r dndvys oC We? Patty fobver they Have 
been. AndI'db ory ns br honia imer fetled in onr pre» 
ſent Opinions of Waies, burabatiif-ehvy fee any thing amiſs in our 


Agreement or our courſes, we ſhall be ready to hear any thing that 
can be ſaid for our Information and alteration. And if the zeal for 
their own Parties and Wates fhouſd keep them off, let me adviſe them 
to. be more zealous for the welfare of the Church tn generall, and 7s 
take heed leaft our diviſions do prepave owr people for Popery, or faſten 
them in wngoulineſs and I dare affure them, That if Epiſcopacy, Preſ- 
bytery or Independeney &c.be indeed the Way of God,then 1« no Way in the 
worldſo likely to ſet xt up, as the Uniting and loving Aſſociation of the 
Paſtors ;. Where all things muy be gently and amicably drbated. 

And 1 defire that our Brethren m other Counties would take the 
ſame courſe : Not thatI dare urge them to unite juſt on the terms of 
our Propoſitions or. Profeſltion; it they have better before them. Yet 
I will ſay this : That I admire Gods good providence in facilitating 
our confent here; fo happily in this County :. and that it will be 
found,upon trial, a matter of great difficulty, to bring even Wiſe and 
Godly men to agree on the drawing up of Forms: and I ferioufly 
3"# profeſs, that if I kad known where to have found but this much done 

to our hands, I would not have conſented that any of us ſhould have 
attempted to draw up a new and different Modell ; but haye the more 
JU; * Sladly received ir, becauſe the Union would have been more full. Bur 

"PF 411 as ſoon as we ſee our own weakneſſes or miſtakes Correted by any 
\.ph more perte&t Way of our Brethen abroad, we ſhall accept their In- 
LY ſtractions, and Corre them our ſelves. In the mean time, we ſhall 
"mY rather do thus, then nothing. 
18 I +4130 | Funitur May 2% 16539. 
4 T8 _ Poſiſcript. 
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jſcromdl &ipdople>to endeavour fpecdily ' ro. calt 
them out, and' nor think of joyning them with: us who cannoc re- 
ceive them. I know ſome will plead compaliion to them ; but it's 
cruel compaſſion, which for fear of bringing a mans famihy co po- 
verty, will both eonnive at his proceeding in tuch hainous guilt, and 
at the ſtarving, and everlaſting damnation of mens ſouls. The devil 
loves fuch mercy as this is. If 1ndeed you pity fuch, help them, if you 
can, toa fight of their ſin, in undertaking ſo high a Calling, and 
to great a Charge, which they are ſo unfit for : that they may break 
of their fin by Repentance, and betake themſelves to a work that 
they are fitrer for. O6j. But may not Minitters, as well as others, 
be Grborn upon their Repentance? Av. 1. Repentance will not 
cure their Inſufficiency. 2. It muſt be a very notable Repentance 
that muſt at all ( much leſs ſuddenly) readmit a ſcandalous perſon 
into the Miniſtry. In the Primitive Churches, after hainous ſinning, 
they would admit him tothe Mintktry no more, were he never ſo pe- 
nitent, thouph they would admit hum to Communion. However, let 
him be caſt out of the Miniſtry, and Repent then; and if he manite(t 
ſuch Repentance as may ſfatisfie rhe Church, let them then take him 
in again, there or elſewhere : But ſhall he therefore be truſted in his 
forteited Office, where he- may wrong mens ſouls, becauſe when he 
is queſtioned, he pretendeth Repentance? Oy. But how can any 
other conſcionably receive his ſequeltred maintenance, when by Lay: 
it is his> Azx/. Is it not given lum only as Paſtor, for the Work of 
Chriſt, and the ſervice of the Church? It there be 200! per annum 
allowed ro each City tor a publick Phyſician, and ſome ignorant 
Empericks.get into the place, who: kill more then they cure, were not 
he cruelly mercifull that would have theſe men continue to-the mur- 
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enough of them... j 1 | 
2. :Burifthe Miniſters that' refuſe to Aſſociate cannat be proved 
Inſufficient, -ar of wicked lives, then I would adviſe all their Peace- 

able Godly people, to joyn together, and deſire their Paſtor tv 
Aﬀociate with his Brethren for a Unanimous carrying on the Work 

of God. If he yet retuſe, he will no doubt, give ſome reaſon of it : 
Which it he do, lis people may do well to detire him, to meet once, 

at leatt,. with the Aſſociated Miniſters, and give in his Reaſons to 
them.. This they ſhould deſire, both ». Becauſe the people may 
there. bear. both (ides ſpeak together, and 40 be the better able ro 
judge, whether his Reaſons for Diſſent be ſufficient or not : and 

2. Becauſe Chriſtianity and common charity bindes that” Difſenting 

x Brocher to. manifeſt to the reit whac he judgeth to be their Errour, 
and fo-great an/Errour that he dare not Afﬀociate with them. And 

itis not a ſudden appearance, and {light catting in ſome ſuperficial 
Reaſons, that muſt ſatisfie his Conſcience, or ſausfie his people : bur 
itmuſt be a fair and full Debate of the whole bulinels; ſuch as may 

be apt or ſufficient for a manifeſtation of the Truth. It after this the 
difſenting Paitor will not yet Aﬀociate ; the People ( having been 
8 preſent and heard the Debate) may be the becter able to judge, whe- 
RM 14 1 'ther the grounds of his Diflent be tollerable or intollerable ; and 
| accordihgly they may know how to carry themſelves to him. Where 
note, that I can give no people a particular direction before hand, 
that will fully reach all ſuch caſes ; ſeeing they are ſo diverſified by 


© circumſtances « And therefore I would have all ſuch people as have a 
= Miniſter 


Flock, and make himſelf Lord of Gods heritage, who will do all alone, 
ſingularly or on his own head ;* then he char doth all in Uniry, and is 
ready to give an account of all his doings to the reſt of his Brethren, 
and to hear what they can ſay againſt him. 

But perhaps you will as, What if we cannot get our Paſtor ſ@ 
much as to come to the Aſſociated Minitters to give in his Reaſons of 
Diſſent? I aniwer, Then try whether he will entertain a Debate 
wich ſome one or two that they ſhall ſend to him. It he will not do 
tharne ther, it is co0 probable, that he 1s fo Proud or Ignorant, as 
that a People ſhould be jealous how they truit him with the guidance 
of their ſouls. Bur yet I would not have ſuch raſhly to reje& him, but 
firſt adviſe with the next Aﬀociated Minilters. 

Omeft. But how ſhall we judge, if he do come.iin, whether his 
Reaſons be of weight or not? A-/. Partly by what you hear replied 
tothem ( and therefore do not content your ſelves to hear them 
from himielt alone ) and partly by the evidence thac they carry. He 
that will prove it his duty not to Afſociace, muit prove that there is 
ſome ſin which that Afﬀociation would engage him to. IF there be 
any ſich lin, it 1s ether lomething unlawtull co be ſubſcribed in our 
Agreement; or ſomething to be neceffarily done in practice. Hear 
him therefore maniteiting and proving either of theſe. I can foreſee 
the vain caviis th2t {ome are liketo ule, by the experience I have 
long had ot the Separatics arguings. Firit, Perhaps they willtell yoa 
we have fuch and ſuch bad Minitters among us in our Aſſociation ; 
and here they wili aggravate ail the faults ot ſuch as they except a- 
gainſt, as1f rhey were notorioully graceleſs. To this I would defire 
the Hearers to recura theſe Anſwers. 1. That we have agreed to 
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they may paſs for currant,” 4.” Tell they this, which I think, may 
give them full ſatisfation : "Tf they have any charge againſt any 
member of our Aſſociation, let them bring it in, and they ſhall be P 
fally heard, and we will reject all whom they ſhall prove fit to be 
rejected. Can they deſire more? Will men of any Conſcience or 
face of common honeſty, let fly at men behinde their backs, and not 
bring in their charge to their faces, and hear them ſpeak tor them- 
ſelves: Yea and withdraw from a Society meerly becauſe of the pre- 
ſence of fuch, whom they never acculed to that Society > Would 
they be thus dealt by themſelves? 1f we have bad members, might 
[not their preſence who are better, do more then their abſence to 
D + [remove them, or hinder them from doing any hurt? 5. Take 
heed leſt out of your own mouthes = be condemned ; while you 
acknowledge that even bad men are forwarder to Reformation and 
Unity then you. f 
They will perhaps furcher tell you, that we do but make a ſhew of 
Reformationgand we leave all or many ungodly ones Kill in our 
Churches; they are even common Pariſh-Churches, compoſed of 
the common multitude, as they were before. 
eArnſ. This I have anſwered ſufficiently already : Further 1 ſay, 
1. No mans miſ-practice is any reaſonable cauſe of excepting a- 
- gainſt our Agreement ; The Propoſitions which we ſubſcribe doe 
T5 exclude as many as I can finde any Scripture warrant for excluding. 
EO If the Objeftors deny this, let them give their reaſons againſt the 
08+ | Propoſitions, agd not againſt any mans praQtiſing c atrary to them. 
. Would any ge man fay, 1 will not ſubſcribe Propoſitions fe Refor- 
"A a Ws F mation, 
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from our Chureh-commnnios that deſires it; without furficient cauſe 
produced againſt them. 'Ler theſe ObjeQors therefore name the par- 
ticular perſons who haye been proved unfit, and yet been retained ; 
and not tor ſhame, ſpeak of our retaining Pariſhes, multitudes, the 
ignorant, the ungodly, &c. in generall, when they name no parti- 
culars. Asit we muſt theretore condemn and puniſh men as ungodly, 
withoug any accuſation, meerly becauſe they are many, or becauſe 
ſuch men clamour out generall reproaches : The multitude of mem- 
bers is one part of the honour of Chrilts Churches,as the purity is an- 
other. 

Theſe Objections I therefore here anſwer, that people may know, 
they are not (ufficient to warrant any Miniſter to withdraw trom U- 
nity. And again I do adviſe all godly people to confider, that it con- 
cerneth them to know the reaſons of their Minilters diſſent, and to 
be well ſatisfied in them : Forelſe 1. They may be guilty of encou- 
raging and following him in a Diviſion. 2. It is the Churches as 
well as the Paſtors that muſt be linked together by theſe Aſſociations, 

nd therefore ſeeing it 1s by the Paſtors that they muſt ( principally ) 
preſerve that Union and correſpondence, the withdrawing of the 
Paſtors, tendeth to the dividing of the Churches themſelves. 3. They 
cannot ſafely truſt their ſouls under a dividing Paltor. And let them 
but obſerve when all pretences are taken off, whether with many 
theſe prove not the true cauſes of withdrawing > 1. Some men are 
conſcious of ſo much ignorance, that they will not joyn with Mini- 
ſters, where there is like to be any trial of their parts,” for fear of 
being ſhamed upon the diſcloſing of their weakneſs: Tra Pulpit th 
may potlibly ſeem ſome body ; but they will not endure acloter tri 
Theſe mea would do well to learn, that Chriſtian honour is-nor got 
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ſay to'or holy | 

bath oir Mafter-more tebu! q: med+then prideand cenſorioul- 
neſs? There is no obſcuritym thoſe plain commands : 7udge not that 
ye be not judaed : Who art thou that judgeft another mans ſervant ? to his 
own Maſter he ſtandeth or falleth : Why doft thou judge thy Brother ? 
or Why d:ft thou ſet at nought thy Brother ? we ſpall all tand before the 
judgement ſeat of Chriſt. Let us not therefore judge one antthcy any 
more, &c.” Rom.14.4,10,13. feeGal.6.1,2,3,4,5. 

If theſe men be godly indeed, they will be to humbly conſcious of 
their own anworthineſs and great imperfections, that they will be 
readier fb draw back on that account, and ſay, I am not worthy to 
be Aſſpciated with Chriſts Minilters : rather then to ſay, Such a one 
is not worthy to joyn with me : (except he will come and prove him 
yadeed one fi co be rejected.) And truly in. my experience,they prove 
none of the beſt men themſelves, nor finches from exception, Who 
areſo ready to condemn their Brethren as ungodly. How oft have I 

* heard one man accuſing his Brethren as men void of grace, of thu 
#nd thus faulty : and within a few dates, heard others as deeply ww, 
cuſing him, fr pride or coveteouſneſs, or ignorant, careleſs Preach- 

I ing, and negligent, diſorderly, raſh, empty performance of Gods 

work; as a man that doth but diſgrace the work of Preaching, and 
make men loath Gods Word, through his il managing of it. Thus 
| frequently do I hear men accuſed on both parts : Alas, that men con- 

FP . ſiousof their own weakneſſes, ſhould not forbear. fuch vilifying of 

4 their Brethren! Perhaps one may excell in judgement or foliduy, 

1. and another may excell in zeal and diligence: Muſt each therefore 

deſpiſe or-reject the other? He is a rare man that is generally ex- 
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eft: Bur pur eaſe char-the people ate. ſatisfied of rhE Miniſters 
Reaſons for withdrawing? © -* -* | | 
eAnl. Both he and they muſt faithfully propound thoſe Reaſons 
to the Aſſociated Brethren : 1. Elſe how can we that erre be rectt- 
fied > 2. If they hear not both ſides ſpeak, they may eafily be delu- | 
ded and ſatisfied in their ſin. 
Burt a greater drfficulty occurres then any of theſe. What if a Con- 
orepation have the choice of their Paſtor, and they cannot agree in 
chooſing, but one party will have one man, and another-party will 
e have another 2 How will your Union be carried on, when the people | 
0 cannot agree about their Teachers? A»/. I confeſs I foreſee a 1ad | 
e calamity like to befall the generality of rhe Churches tn this point, if 
1 God do not wondertully prevent it. For finde it ſuch a difteulty ro 
b 
; 
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— — 


have many men of one,minde ( even of the belt ) thatI can hardly 

expe that ever the people ſhould long agree in the choice of their | 

Miniſters : eſpecially if they have divets propounded that may ſeem 
- For the Ancient experienced, or meeker ſort of Chriftians wif 
for a man of Solidity, Judgement and Peace : The younger-and 

the more raſh, unexp2rienced Profeſſors, will rather incline to a man mx 7 

of Zeal, who is inclined to Divide, and under pretence of further 4 

Reformation, to fall into unwarrantable ſeparating wates. And utu- » 

ally, ſuch unexperienced people are untractable, and will haye their 

way, beitnever ſo wrong : For paſſion quite perverts their judge- 

ment : and that paſſion is otren indulged rather then ſuſpeted, be- 

cauſe it goes under the name of Zeal. You will have alſo carnall fa- 

perſtirious perſons, ſetting'in for a man of their own ſtamp, tohu- 

mour them ; and io bow many parties may there be 2+ Eſpecially if - 

publique Maintenance be taken down, and people allowed to-mains gee” - 
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them beyond all ſober, co 1fiderate, U 
the ſake of the reſt I will reſtrhem wha 
Firſt it muſt be Reſolved on, That the Church muſt not be divi- 
ded. And therefore in all debates, keep that Reſolution firm. And 
that Miniſter or party that is for Dividing, do but diſcover a ſtrong 
ground of ſuſpition, that their Cauſe is the worſt, All true Paſtors 
and Chriffians will be ſo tender of the Churches Unity, that they will 
try every preventing courſe, and wait and ſuffer much before they 
will yield to the Diviſion of a Church. 04j. But if we muſt either 
conſent to an unfit Paſtor, or Divide, it 15 not long of us, but of the 
reſt. A»ſw. There are ſeveral degrees of fitneſs and unfitneſs : If 
he be one that is utterly incompetent and intollcrable, then you muſt 
uſe all right means to keep him out: andit you cannot preyaul, you 
muft further do, as I ſhall anon acquaint you more fully. Butifhe be 
one that is competently fit, though with many imperfections, you 
do your beſt to have a better, but rather accept of him then Divh 
The Reaſon is plain : God hath flatly commanded Unity,and forb 
den Diviſion : but he hath no where torbidden the Accepting of a 
weaker compecent Paltor, to prevent ſuch diviſion. God hath not 
PREIE enough for every Church of the Abler ſort, (alas, how 
are they in compariſon of the reft that yet are honeſt and tolle- 
rable 1) If therefore all the weaker muſt be caft off, then the farre 
# part of the Churches muſt be unchurched, or be without 
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- This therefore being firſt Reſolved on, That the Church muft not 


divide, . you muſt ſecondly take this as certain, that God hath nor put 
i ins the power of the people alone, to deverwine Who foal be their Paſtors, 


except 
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rdainers that have the ſole Authoritative Determination, and 
the people have the full and free judgement of Diſcretion, to judge 
whether the Ordainer have rightly determined, or not. But if that 
ſhould be otherwiſe, yet itill it is eyident that ordinarily the Ordain- 
ers have a Negative voice ; and that the Church cannot take to them- 
ſelves a Miniſter without them : Or elle it would follow, either the 
Church-Rulers muſt Ordain whomſoever the people nominate 
( which is not to- be imagined ) Or that the peaple may take them 
Miniſters unordained ( where Ordainers may be had ) which is as 
Vain a COncelt. 


_ Fe. 1in8 ho L rita vely and figall to decide 
Mn- the caſe, 28080 dONUpWNA MC MAY 4nas be, £0 fLonier is but to 
for Now affirm +1.gods Word hattvieft 'ie-undecided; whether the 

cople ſhall be the El s. ſo as firſt to nominate the man that ſhall 
Vie be their Miniſter, or not. The Apoſtles choſe two for Z«d room, 
nd and left God to take one by Lot. The Apoſtles required the Church 
1g at Jeruſalem to chooſe ſeven men tor Deacons, as ſuppoſing them 
rs acquainted with their lives, and as being loth to put any upon them, 

'[l in that Office CHEE, which medled with money matters. Bur 
'Y for Elders (for all the ſhew trom A#.14.23.) there is no command 
r or any thing equivalent, that the people have the Nomination. 

Ce 2. The Power of Authoritative determining who the man ſhall 
ig be, is clearly in Scripture denied tothe people. For it is appropria« 
t ted to the Church-Rulers, under the name of Ordaining. For z#S959w, 
2 uſed, Tir.1-5- eAct.6. 3,c*c. ignifieth an Authoritative appoint- 
p ment, which is nota meer uteieſs Ceremony ( as ſome make Ordina- 
t tiontd be, chat neceſlitate the Ordainer to lay hands on him whom 
| Kathe Elect ) but comprehendeth the Determination that this 
{ be the man. For my part I believe that it is the Church-Guides 
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over his Family, the reſt of che ſervants axe bound to obey him, whe- 
ther they choſe him or no : bur yet becauſe chey cannor be made to 
obey him againſt their Wils, a wiſe Maſter will chuſe ſuch a one ( if 
fit) whom the ſervants will ſoonelt conſent to : So ifa man be to 
ſend his ſons to the Univerſity, he will not tell them that it is in their 
own power to chooſe themſelves a Tutor ; but himſelf will do that ; 
and command them to obey him. Bur yet becauſe they can never 
tearn/againft their wils, therefore he will not (ordinarily) force them 
to a Tutor: whom they will not conſent to, it others may be had : 


AThough perhaps he may urge chem to conſent by tome ſharp words 


or dealings.) So char the Ordainers ſhould pleaſe tne people asfar as 
may ſtand with their weltare, and no turther. 

Theſe things being thus laid down,ler me tor Application,tell you, 
Thirdly,That wlten a Church is at variance about the choice of a Ps 
ſtor,or determining who ſhall be che man,rhey are townd to ſeek the ad- 
vice and attermination of Church-Guiaes : For leeing it belongs to 
them co Determine, whether there be difference or no, ( by Ordain- 
ing ) they mult eſpecially be ſought to when there is a difference, 

4. If the Ordainers or Miniſters determine of a fit man, you mult 
and ro che Determination, though perhaps another might be more 
fir. If the man by them determined of, be utterly incompetent, you 
muſt firſt prove ic to them, and ( if tuar ſerve not) appeal to ſome 
more General pion ſeek turther to men more unqueſtionably 


Judicious and faichfull then they are. 
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ot our ke joe gr om Chi bur their own peers by. good Words and N 

n- fair ſpeeches The "ark of the -ſomopte. I have ſeen this verified in 
"I the iſſue, of ſome that F-durſt not ſo have thought ofin the beginning. 
ill Poor inconſiderate, unexperienced Chriſtians little know what they 
rd do, when they take part with dividers, and — them in divi- 
Ce fion. They do but ſtrengthen their own ſnares. Such men fiſh moſt 
'0 for themſelves, even when they think themſelves they are more zea+ 
if Jous for Chriſt then others. 
0 8. Were there no other remedy, rather then the Church ſhould 
r divide, they ſhould (after ſolemn ſeeking God) let God himſelf de» 


termine it by a Lot, as Matthias was cholen. 

If you once fall a dividing, you will give the worſer part ſuch aa 
1 example, that they will preſently chooſe themſelyes Teachers that 
will pleaſe them, and leave-but tew to hear or maintain a pjous Mis 
niſtr 3M 

Is It the Church-Guides be ſo corrupted, that they all conſpire . £5 
to force on the peeple unſound, inſufficient or ungodly men,then the | bp 
people may reject them ( as Cyprian adviſeth them) of their own ace 
cord ; as being left deſtitute of Chriſts orderly Remedy. 

9. ' What hath been here ſaid of the firlt « ale, may ſuffice to deter- 
mine the other caſes. It a people have two Miniſters ,and ſome would 
adhere to one and reject the other, and the reit adhere to him and 
refuſe obedience to the former ; in this caſe they ſhould all take the 
advice of the neighbour Aſſociated Paſtors : For, though it be diſ- 
puted, whether fuch Afſociated Miniſters have any Regent Autho- 
rity over a neighbour Church, yet all agree that they ſhould be con- ohh 
ſulted and heard in order to Unity ; ; and that's enough to the bufi- FIOeE: 
neſs in band. Jf they can prove their Miniſters fit to be ejected, let 
them there prove it. All Chriſtians are bound to be accountable to 

T . their 


« 
» ag 
wi 6 %\ 

, gr 
br $4" . Fa 


Dp li gl WEMEATIS RET 7 EY RT RNS wara 
rage & aa ay we 2 a > . te _y— 7G ROT GCT - 
ly means forms ejection & fail. \ E om Sor Mare that any peo- 
ple may elſe reze& or depoſe their Mimſter. 4. Much leſs may a le(- 
ſer part of a Church do it, when the greater diſſenteth: no nor a 
reater, becaulc it rendeth to diviſion. 
If the people are unruly and will not agree; the neighbour Mi- 
niſters muſt admoniſh both the ſaid Paſtors, and charge them in 
Chrifts Name that they avoid Diviſions, and that themſelves do hear- 
uly and lovingly cloſe and entertain no motion to diviſion from the 
ople : and that will break the peoples dividing purpoſes, it the Pa- 
ors be but reſolvedly againſt it, and do not ſecretly foment it ( as 
commonly they do.) It either of the Paſtors be reſolved for Diviſion, 
and reje& this admonition; the godly people are bound to ſuſpet 
that man, and to admoniſh him, and not ſide with him ; ſeeing it is 
uſually the true mother that would not have the childe divided : and 
an ill ſign when men draw Parties and _ after them. And. 
the neighbour Miniſters are to admoniſh ſuch a man, and proceed 
with him as he receivech' or rejecteth the admonition. Many diffe- 
rences in Judgement and Practice muſt be tollerated among Brethren 
ro prevent dividing : but i" I ſelf is not to be tollerated : (ex- 
cept where the cauſe is juſt ; which muſt be a great necellity.) What 
ſhould be done with thoſe particular perſons, that will own but one 
of the Paſtors, and yet will joyn with the whele body of the Church, 
which ledordh both, I will not now attempt to adviſe ; be- 
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cauſe it will be fitteſt to do it according to the quality ef the perſons, 
their reaſons, their carriage in the bufineſs, cc. all which may murh 
vary the caſe. 

If -tappear;.that the people reject or diſown a Miniſter for pr#- 
.vace grudges, or for crulling them. in _thew opinions or old guitoms 
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2fi&ing, humblin rwing rod. Andir's two toone, but after _ 
ſome experience © more holy, tarmleſs, diligent behaviour, : 
thoſe very people will owh him, that did diſclaim him. 

Laſtly,It all remedies fail, let one of the Paſtors depart, and ſay, Let 
hyn take the living childe undivided : And the better man will likely 
_ bethereadieſt todo it; according to that I before cited out of Clem. 

Rowan.ad Corinth. 

Let none wonder that I ſpeak ſo much on this ſubject : For if the 

Scripture were conſcionably obſerved, men would take Church- 

diviſion for a greater ſinne then Adultery or Theft. Mutinies and 

Diviſions do more infallibly deftroy an Army , then almoſt any 

other fault, or weaknels : and therefore ai Generats punfh” Murr 

neers wkh death, as well as flat Traytors. I confeſs ten or twelve 

years ago, I wondered oft to finde both Scripture, and almoſt all 

the voluminous Writings of the Fathers in every age, to be ſo filled 

with exclamations and argumentations againſt Church-dividers and 

Hereticks : Butgnow I know a little better the reaſon of it; and 

how prone, even Godly, Zealous men (eſpecially young unexperi- 

enced Chriſtians ) areto it, and of what deſperate conſequence it 

is. Our Umon 1s our ſtrength and beauty : Commonly they that 

Divide for the bringing in of any inferiour Truth or PraQtice, do 

but deſtroy that Fruch and Piety that was there beforg. I like not 

him that will cure the Headach by cutting the Throat. No Maſter, 

"9p #no Law, no Profeliion was ever more mercifull, gentle, meek, 
4  Mmore for Unity, Love and Concord, then the Maſter, Law and , 
Profetlion of Chriſtians. O that the Lord would ſpeedily ariſe, and 
furre up in all his people inthe world, ſo mighty a Zeal for _—_ a 


” , 
- a 


ww 


mY 


— 


"wv 3 v2 3 ww $$ Fils foo boo 


A 


FI 


"I. 4 % it «*, . "7 " > 
_— - 4 l p bh - - - - | t y i, of -_ 
: cw \ ws 
"'. #24 
. & * 


# 
s 
.: 


\ 
FY 


k + ue : I; = *-. , 3 
"FF" SIRE a, @, = 
"7 A (ps Pe PE RD et 
" © #43 © CC. _ ©; S 


